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 New Haven, CT: 
  
This afternoon, lawyers in the first case to challenge the Trump Administration’s Muslim ban 
filed a motion to compel the government to disclose a list of all people detained pursuant to the 
unconstitutional policy. The motion also asks the Court to order the return of all individuals who 
were unlawfully removed under the ban.  
 
The motion was filed in Darweesh v. Trump, the first of several cases to challenge the Muslim 
Ban executive order.  On the evening of Saturday, January 28, the federal district court in 
Brooklyn issued an order in Darweesh preventing the removal of individuals pursuant to the 
Muslim Ban executive order. This was the first such legal victory in the country. That same order 
required the government to produce a list of names of all individuals who had been detained 
pursuant to the executive order. To date, the government has failed to identify even one 
individual held in its custody under the policy.   
 
“The government has chosen to avoid compliance by creating meaningless limitations on the 
word ‘detained’ in the Court’s order in order to claim that it does not need to provide names of 
any individuals,” said Katherine Haas, Law Student Intern in the Worker & Immigrant Rights 
Advocacy Clinic (WIRAC) at Yale Law School, one of the organizations that brought Darweesh. 
“Detention is detention, and the government should respect our basic Constitutional structure and 
comply with the Court’s order.” 
  
In the absence of a list produced by the government, it is impossible to identify everyone who 
was wrongfully detained and excluded from the country.  WIRAC is running a hotline email that 
has received an outpouring of stories from people who were detained in airports and then 
removed from the U.S. on the basis of the executive order. Among those wrongfully barred from 
the country under the executive order is a student from Austria of Iranian citizenship pursuing 
her master’s degree, who was detained for nearly 23 hours before being removed. A woman 
from Sudan who was coming to the U.S. to care for her pregnant sister’s special needs child was 
detained for over ten hours before she was removed. But these accounts are incomplete.    
 
“The government’s refusal to provide a list of names is impeding our ability to identify those 
who were wrongfully removed and who deserve to be here in the U.S. today,” said Catherine 
Chen, Law Student Intern in WIRAC. “The government should be required to return people 



removed unconstitutionally under the ban, including those that who were intimidated or coerced 
into leaving.” 
  
In addition to WIRAC, which is part of the Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization at Yale 
Law School, the case is co-counseled by the National Immigration Law Center, the International 
Refugee Assistance Project, the American Civil Liberties Union, and Kilpatrick Townsend & 
Stockton LLP. 
  
For further inquiries, please contact darweeshpress@mailman.yale.edu. 


