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ABOUT THE LIMAN CENTER

Begun in 1997 as the Liman Program, the Arthur Liman Center for Public Interest Law
aims, through providing fellowships, teaching, colloquia, and research, to promote
access to legal remedies and to improve the fairness of treatment for all people in the
legal system.

ABOUT ARTHUR LIMAN

The Center honors one of Yale Law School's wonderful
graduates. Arthur Liman, class of 1957, personified the ideal
of commitment to the public’s interest. Throughout his
career, he demonstrated how dedicated lawyers in both
private practice and public life can serve people and causes
in need of representation. A Partner at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison, Liman held numerous public service
roles. He was General Counsel to the New York State
Special Commission on Attica Prison; President of both the
Legal Aid Society and Neighborhood Defender Services of
Harlem; Chair of the Legal Action Center in New York City
and the New York State Capital Defender’s Office; and Chief Counsel to the U.S. Senate
Committee investigating the Iran-Contra affair.




CONTENTS

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTORS ... ..,
RESILIENCY AND INVENTION INPRACTICE ...,

ENABLING THE NEXT GENERATION OF
PUBLIC INTEREST PROFESSIONALS

Introducing the Malone-Liman Fellowship ............ ... .. ... . .
The 2025-2026 Liman Law Fellows ...
Updates from the Outgoing Law Fellows ... ... ... . .

Mount Holyoke College Becomes the Tenth School to Support
Liman Undergraduate Summer Fellowships ... . ...

Glimpsing the Work of Some of the 2025 Summer Undergraduate Fellows ...................
SAFETY AND INSECURITY: THE 28TH ANNUAL COLLOQUIUM ............

POST-PRISON: LESSENING THE BURDENS OF SUPERVISED RELEASE
Research to Inform Proposed Changes for Federal SupervisedRelease .......................

Helping Limit the Use of Supervised Release:
Q&A with Curtis-Liman Fellow Ibrahim Diallo ........... ... i

INCARCERATED PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS, NEEDS, AND RIGHTS
Family, Finances, and the Future: Workshops at FCl Danbury ...................................
Supporting the Right to Vote—For All ... .
Impermissible Punishments: How Prison Became a Problem for Democracy .................

New Sightlines for Seeing Solitary ........ ... ... ..

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY
Liman in Conversation: Highlights of Last Year’'sEvents .........................................
Liman Alums: Where They Are NOW ... i
Updates onthe Former Directors ... ... ... . i
Staff, Scholars, Affiliated and Co-Faculty, Advisory Council ....................................

Summer Undergraduate Fellow Program Faculty and Coordinators ...........................

FUNDING & SUPPORT ...






Letter from the Directors

In the summer of 2024, we chose Safety and Insecurity as the topic for the 2025 Annual Colloquium. The goals were to
explore how fear and uncertainty shape laws and policies. That theme became all too salient in the months thereaf-
ter. The examples are legion: cuts to funding for critical medical research; federal officials, in search of people alleged
to lack legal status, entering schools, courthouses, and neighborhood restaurants; deportations without due process
to foreign prisons known for human rights violations; efforts to manipulate university admissions, curricula, and
research; tying federal funding to pledges not to serve LGBTQ+ people; and mandates to alter historical accounts at
museums and national parks.

This year is testing the durability of our institutions, the protections laws provide, and the depth of democratic com-
mitments. The title of this year’s Report, Resiliency and Invention, is our response to growing inequality, widespread
disinformation, and targeted attacks on vulnerable communities. Those words were also the title of a closing session
in the 2025 Liman Colloquium, when an exchange among seasoned public interest lawyers and academics left many
in the room unexpectedly hopeful. In the stories and analyses shared, we saw how resiliency and invention go hand
in hand.

At the Liman Center, we see these qualities every day. In this Report, examples abound of how our Fellows, students,
and colleagues have responded to uncertainty with steadiness and creativity. Arthur Liman once said: “The most
corrosive threat to democracy is cynicism and resignation.” In contrast, this year’s Colloquium was a testament to
connection and engagement. Amidst the worrisome violations of law and twists of policy, we are grateful to be part
of a community committed to shifting narratives and responding to needs.

Sfate Graner i G

Kate Braner Judith Resnik

Liman Center Executive Director Liman Center Founding Director

and the Arthur Liman Professor of Law
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Resiliency and Invention in Practice

Helping people who are often at the margin and with limited resources requires persistence in the face of setbacks,

opposition, and the slow pace of systemic change. Below, four panelists who provided closing comments at the 2025

Annual Colloquium reflect on how they bring resiliency and invention to their work.

Jessica Sager

Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer
All Our Kin

Liman Fellow in1999

Who inspires you to keep reimagining what’s
possible in your work?

Family child care educators! Family child care educators
are primarily women who run child care programs in
their homes. These home-based programs are a criti-
cal source of support for children and families, espe-
cially infants and toddlers, families working evenings
and weekends, and families with limited access to care.
Family child care educators themselves are teachers,
entrepreneurs, and advocates. They provide stability
and support to families in the most turbulent of times
with creativity, compassion, and grace. In times of
upheaval —from the pandemic, to the challenges of the
climate crisis, to the community disruption caused by
ICE —they find ways to nurture children and to provide
comfort and advice to parents. And then, after working
a 12-hour day, they come together to advocate for criti-
cal child care funding.

For example, this spring, family child care educators
joined parents and teachers to successfully advocate
for the passage of Connecticut bills SB1 and HB5003.
This groundbreaking legislation creates a $300 million
child care endowment which increases the number of
child care slots, makes child care more affordable, and
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increases educators’ wages. Already, other states across
the country are following Connecticut’s example. How
can I fail to be inspired?

What is an example of an inventive strategy
your team developed to address a challenging
issue?

Every state has its own child care licensing system.
These systems are vitally important—they ensure that
children are healthy, safe, and well-cared for. Yet the
regulatory protocols are often challenging for pro-
spective educators, dragging on for months or exclud-
ing them altogether. In response, we broke down the
Connecticut licensing process into manageable steps
and provided materials and support for each one. We
recruited would-be educators, and with every educator
that we licensed, the demand grew. At the same time,
we advocated for a less adversarial, more supportive
approach. As we identified recurring challenges, we
pushed for small changes that made a meaningful dif-
ference, such as persuading Connecticut to make refer-
ence forms available online. That singular change cut
the average application processing time by six months.
As a result of our work, we increased the number of
licensed educators by over 70 percent, even as numbers
dropped across the country. Now, we’ve taken that same
approach to states from New York to Nebraska. What-
ever the licensing framework, our foundational strategy
of simplifying the process, engaging with educators,
and advocating at the state level remains effective. This
inside-outside game —working within the system, even
while we advocate to change it—has been key to All Our
Kin’s success.



RESILIENCY AND INVENTION IN PRACTICE
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Jamelia Morgan

Professor of Law and Faculty Director
Center for Racial and Disability Justice
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law
Liman Fellow in 2015

What does resilience mean to you in the
context of public interest law?

Resilience to me is the capacity to persist in the face of
systemic barriers—whether because of communities
that are under-resourced, interests that are entrenched,
or shifting political winds—and still deliver meaning-
ful advocacy. It is about maintaining both a long-term
vision for justice and the day-to-day resolve to keep
pushing, even when wins are small or incremental. In
practice, that looks like adapting strategies when courts
change their interpretations, re-mobilizing allies after
a legislative defeat, and continually replenishing hope
among clients who have endured setbacks. It also means
cultivating a deep well of patience and perspective, rec-
ognizing that social transformation unfolds over gener-
ations, not election cycles. At the same time, resilience
requires the humility to learn from mistakes, the flexi-
bility to shift tactics when the context changes, and the
commitment to protect one’s own well-being in order to
remain in the struggle for the long haul.

How do you stay motivated when change
seems out of reach?

I remind myself that systemic change is a marathon, not
a sprint. To sustain momentum, I set micro-goals that
produce quick feedback— publishing a report, organiz-
ing a town hall, winning pro bono support—and cel-
ebrate those achievements with the team. As Faculty
Director for the Center for Racial and Disability Jus-
tice, I stay grounded by connecting with the commu-
nities we serve: listening to their stories, supporting

grassroots campaigns, and witnessing the real-world
impact of even small policy shifts. As a legal scholar, I
block out regular time for professional reading and peer
exchanges to remind myself that I am part of a broader
movement and that collective progress, while slow, is
undeniable. I try to frame setbacks not as failures, but
as part of a larger narrative of struggle, knowing that
each effort builds capacity, awareness, and solidarity for
the next opportunity. Most importantly, I draw strength
from remembering that the work is not mine alone — it
belongs to a lineage of advocates before me and a com-
munity of colleagues beside me, which makes persever-
ance both possible and meaningful.

David Fathi

Director

National Prison Project
American Civil Liberties Union

How do you keep focused when change takes
longer than expected?

In periods of retrenchment and regression—which is
unquestionably where we are now—it is important to
take the long view, to realize that we have been here
before. Little or nothing that we are now experiencing
is new. The United States has endured periods like this
in the past, and we have survived and recovered.

In the last century there were periods of ferocious
repression during and after the two world wars: the
Palmer Raids and associated repression after World
War I, the internment of Japanese Americans during
World War II, and the McCarthyite witch hunts follow-
ing the war. Then, as now, we saw loyalty oaths; purges
of government employees; criminalization of dissent;
and the incarceration and deportation of people because
of their race, ethnicity, or their political beliefs. And
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RESILIENCY AND INVENTION IN PRACTICE

in both periods, there was also massive repression by
private actors in the form of blacklisting, firings, and
violence. But those periods passed and are now univer-
sally regarded as stains on this nation’s history. We have
overcome before, and we will do so again.

How do you sustain your own well-being
and energy while working on complex, often
emotional issues?

Paying attention to the natural world, the birds, the ani-
mals and the trees, and remembering that their timeless
rhythms continue, regardless of the cruelty and chaos
wrought by humans. Drawing sustenance, strength,
and inspiration from my colleagues — generous, selfless,
idealistic people who work tirelessly to advance justice,
sometimes at considerable personal cost. And most of
all, remembering what we're fighting for: a world where
health and security, happiness and beauty are available
to all, and lives are not stunted or cut short by racism,
poverty, or violence. Who wouldn’t feel privileged to
strive for that goal every day?

Lisa Foster
Co-Founder and Senior Advisor
Fines and Fees Justice Center

What does resilience mean to you in the
context of public interest law?

What sustains me, and most of my colleagues who have
stayed in this work throughout their careers, is hope —
the conviction that the world can be a better place; the
imagination to conceive of what that better world might
be; and the audacity to think we can help get there. For
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me, history helps foster hope. Both in American history
and in my lifetime, we have seen unquestionably incre-
mental but still profound change. To be sure, the tra-
jectory of progressive reform is not linear, but like the
weather in spring, it trends upward.

Hope is not divorced from the reality that this work is
hard and frequently frustrating. It does not mean that
when you suffer defeat, you do not feel defeated. And it
certainly does not mean that when we are in the middle
of turbulent and frightening times — as we are now —we
don’t experience despair. But as essayist Rebecca Solnit
wrote in her book, Hope in the Dark, “[t]o hope is to
give yourself to the future, and that commitment to the
future makes the present inhabitable.”

How do you foster a culture of resilience and
innovation among your colleagues or within
your organization?

As the Co-Founder of a nonprofit advocacy organiza-
tion working at the intersection of criminal, racial, and
economic justice, we had to build a resilient work cul-
ture if the organization was to grow and survive. To a
large degree, we have succeeded because we have con-
sciously tried to hire resilient people (yes, there are
questions you can ask to help suss this out), but we’ve
also adopted policies that help.

First, we ensure our team has what they need to take
care of themselves. We pay decently (for a nonprofit),
enough for people to be financially secure, to take a
vacation, and even to save. We provide good benefits
and generous leave. We created a sabbatical program;
after six years, you get two months off with pay. Sec-
ond, although we work remotely and employ people
who live all over the country, we provide meaningful
opportunities for interaction. Every month, people are
paired for either an in-person or Zoom lunch that we
pay for. We have in-person retreats twice a year. Third,
we encourage candid conversations about the work and
the world around us. When challenging events happen,
we use our team meetings to just let people talk. We
invite guest speakers to talk about their work and their
strategies for staying in the work. Finally, and most sig-
nificantly, we celebrate victories —big and small—and
regularly remind ourselves of how far we’ve come.



Enabling the Next Generation of Public Interest

Professionals

To date, the Liman Center has supported more than 200 Liman Law Fellows working on projects with almost 150 host

organizations in 22 states and Washington, D.C. Since 1998, upwards of 700 Liman Undergraduate Summer Fellows

have worked with more than 370 organizations in 38 states and Washington, D.C.

Introducing the Malone-Liman Fellowship

o

Patrick Malone and Vicki Neighbors Malone

In March, the Liman Center announced the establish-
ment of the Malone-Liman Fellowship, created through
a generous gift from Patrick Malone, who graduated
from Yale Law School in 1984, and Vicki Neighbors
Malone. The fellowship enables recent law graduates to
spend a year working with organizations that improve
access to justice.

The first Malone-Liman Fellow
is Caroline Parker, a 2023 Yale
Law School graduate, who has
joined Towards Justice in Denver,
Colorado, a nonprofit that
represents workers and tenants.

Parker is assisting low-wage

tenants facing unsafe housing
conditions and

Caroline Parker

helping

investigate employer-controlled
housing in rural areas. She is also supporting local
organizers to strengthen tenant protections.

Parker’s passion for this area grew from her work at
Colorado’s Office of the Child Protection Ombudsman,
where she investigated complaints and advised the state
legislature. That experience led her to focus on how
economic insecurity — especially housing instability —
affects families.

“In Colorado, more than three-quarters of child mal-
treatment cases concern ‘neglect; defined as parental
failure to provide for a child’s basic material needs,”
Parker said. “Yet in the dozens of stakeholder meetings,
we never discussed soaring housing costs or wage stag-
nation as factors that impact child welfare referral rates.”

At Yale Law School, Parker took part in the Community
and Economic Development Clinic, co-led the Law and
Political Economy student group, and was an editor for
the Yale Law Journal. She earned her B.A. from the Uni-
versity of Virginia.

“We’re thrilled to support Caroline’s work,” says Patrick
Malone. “She embodies our goal of helping lawyers
who fight for justice and challenge powerful interests.”

Patrick Malone leads a Washington, D.C., law firm rep-
resenting individuals harmed by medical malpractice
and negligence. A former journalist and Pulitzer Prize
finalist, Malone’s books on trial advocacy include the
recently published The Fearless Cross-Examiner: Win the
Witness, Win the Case. In 2018-2019, Malone was the
President of what is now called the National Civil Jus-
tice Institute, which promotes the civil justice system
and trial by jury. Malone is currently the President of
the Belli Society, an organization of trial lawyers dedi-
cated to excellence in advocacy for injured people.

Vicki Neighbors Malone is a botanical artist and author.
Her work has been shown at the Corcoran Museum
of Art, Monticello Library, United States Botanic Gar-
den, Delaware Art Museum, and galleries in the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. Her book, Can We Save Them? An
Alphabet of Species in Danger, was published in 2022.

“The Malones’ gift is an honor and an opportunity; it
comes at a time of acute needs,” said Judith Resnik,
Liman Center Founding Director and Arthur Liman

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025



ENABLING THE NEXT GENERATION OF PUBLIC INTEREST PROFESSIONALS

Professor of Law. “Patrick and Vicki Malone’s extraor-
dinary generosity means that Caroline Parker is now
able both to support individuals and work on structural
changes to make housing more available. Given the
debates about housing insecurity and encampments,
the inaugural Malone-Liman Fellow’s focus— gener-
ating affordable and habitable housing—is one of the
country’s top priorities.”

The 2025-2026 Liman Law Fellows

In addition to the Malone-Liman Fellowship, the
Liman Center supports three other named fellowships:
the Resnik-Curtis Fellowship, which celebrates Judith
Resnik and Dennis Curtis, Clinical Professor Emeri-
tus at Yale Law School; the Curtis-Liman Fellowship,
also in honor of Curtis and providing a mix of teaching,
directed research, and client representation; and the
Meselson-Liman Fellowship, in honor of the late Amy
Meselson, a 2002 Liman Fellow.

This year, the Liman Center welcomed eleven Fellows and enabled a twelfth to continue for a second year.

Donovan Bendana has joined GLBTQ Legal Advocates
& Defenders (GLAD Law) in Boston, Massachusetts.
Through direct representation, litigation, policy advo-
cacy, and public education, he is working to support
safe, inclusive, and affirming school environments.
Bendana received a B.A. in political science and inter-
national comparative studies from Duke University. At
Yale Law School, he was a member of the Reproduc-
tive Rights and Justice Project, Veterans Legal Services
Clinic, and the Yale Journal of Law and Feminism.

Natalie Cauley, the Meselson-Liman Fellow, is a part
of the asylum and detention team at the New Mexico
Immigrant Law Center in Albuquerque. Her project
focuses on providing direct representation in immi-
gration court and improving conditions in New Mex-
ico’s migrant detention facilities. Cauley has experience
seeking to lessen the harms of conditions of confine-
ment from her work at the ACLU of Alaska Prison Proj-
ect. Before joining the ACLU, Cauley clerked for the
Alaska Court of Appeals and Alaska Superior Court.
She received her B.A. in economics and French from
Virginia Tech and graduated in 2021 from Yale Law
School, where she worked with the Challenging Mass
Incarceration Clinic and was a Co-Editor-in-Chief for
the Yale Journal of Law and Feminism.

Lyle Cherneff has joined the Legal Rights Center
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to assist in launching a
new program to provide free, pre-arraignment legal

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025

representation to people arrested in Hennepin County.
Cherneff received a B.A. in history and gender and
sexuality studies from Brown University. At Yale Law
School, he was an editor of the Yale Journal of Law and
Feminism and a member of the Challenging Mass Incar-
ceration Clinic. Cherneff published a note in the Yale
Law Journal on popular constitutionalism in the Recon-
struction Era. After graduation, he clerked in the U.S.
District Court for the District of Minnesota.

Hannah Friedle, the Curtis-Liman Fellow, is co-
teaching the Liman Workshop, collaborating with the
clinical program, and working at the Office of the Federal
Public Defender for the District of Connecticut. Friedle
graduated from North Central College in 2018 with a
B.A. in political science and from the Northwestern
Pritzker School of Law in 2023, where she worked in
the Center on Wrongful Convictions and the Appellate
Advocacy Center, representing clients who were
incarcerated and on supervised release. Friedle clerked
for two years in the U.S. District Court for the District
of Connecticut.

Charlie Jiang is continuing for a second year as a Liman
Fellow at the Asian American Legal Defense and Educa-
tion Fund in Boston, Massachusetts. His project aims to
improve respect for working-class Asian Americans and
enhance community safety. A report on the first year of
his fellowship can be found on page 14.



ENABLING THE NEXT GENERATION OF PUBLIC INTEREST PROFESSIONALS

William Krueger is based at ArchCity Defenders in
St. Louis, Missouri. He is supporting a tenants’ union to
improve housing conditions and lessen high rents and
representing people facing eviction. Krueger had been
an organizer for voter protection and better housing
as well as for progressive campaigns. Krueger earned
his B.A. from Washington University in St. Louis. At
Yale Law School, he was part of the Housing Clinic and
served as the campaigns Co-Chair for YLS Democrats,
as well as a board member for the Capital Assistance
Project and the Election Law Society.

K.N. McCleary has joined Upper Seven in Helena,
Montana, to work on the impact of criminal law on
members of Indian Tribes and to address the conditions
of confinement in jails. McCleary is Little Shell Ojibwe
and grew up on the Crow Reservation in southeastern
Montana. They earned a B.A. from Yale College in 2018
and then served as the Legislative Assistant on American
Indian Affairs to former Senator Jon Tester in Washing-
ton, D.C. At Yale Law School, McCleary served in the
Veterans Legal Services Clinic, was Submissions Edi-
tor for the Yale Journal of Law and Feminism, and was
Co-President of Trans@YLS and of the Native Amer-
ican Law Students Association. They clerked on the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

Pablo Moraga, at Democracy Forward in Washington,
D.C.,, is working to protect initiatives that welcome all
people to education and workplaces. There, he defends
equitable government programs and works on limiting
efforts to end measures shaped to enhance diversity,
equity, and inclusion. After receiving a B.A. in politi-
cal science at the University of California, Berkeley,
Moraga worked at California Rural Legal Assistance,
joining low-income LGBTQ+ farmworkers in efforts to
protect their rights. At Yale Law School, Moraga was a
member of the Worker and Immigrant Rights’ Advo-
cacy Clinic, an articles editor for the Yale Journal of Law
and Feminism, and Co-President of OutLaws.

Caroline Parker is the inaugural Malone-Liman Fel-
low. She has joined the team at Towards Justice in Den-
ver, Colorado, a nonprofit that represents workers. Her
work is discussed on page 7.

Inbar Pe’er, based at the Governors Action Alliance, is
developing policies to protect the rule of law; her focus
is on public health, reproductive freedom, and federal
funding. Pe’er received her B.A. in political science from
Columbia University. At Yale Law School, she was a
Hebert Hansell Student Fellow for the Center for Global
Legal Challenges, a student director of the Peter Gru-
ber Rule of Law Clinic, a teaching assistant for courses
in civil procedure, constitutional law, and international
law, and Co-Chapter Director of the Yale International
Refugee Assistance Project.

Grace Watkins, the Resnik-Curtis Fellow, is working in
the Office of the Public Defender in San Diego County,
California, on litigation on behalf of people who have
been convicted and developing resources to support
historical research and statistical analysis. Watkins
received her B.A. in philosophy from the University of
Notre Dame and her M.St. in history from the Univer-
sity of Oxford, where she was a Rhodes Scholar. She is
currently a D.Phil. student in history at the University
of Oxford. At Yale Law School, she was a Coker Fellow,
a Legal History Fellow, and a member of the Reentry
Clinic. Watkins published “Piety Police” in the Yale Law
Journal, a note on how law enforcement and religious
discipline intersect at faith-based universities.

Kevin Z. Yang has joined the Legal Aid Society’s
Criminal Appeals Bureau in New York City, where he
represents individuals in parole hearings and appeals;
he focuses on cases where parole was denied because
of the nature of the crime or based on unproven
information. Yang received a B.A. in political science
from Williams College. At Yale Law School, he was a
student director for the Civil Rights Advocacy Clinic
and worked on parole advocacy and post-conviction
relief for five semesters. He was also a member of the
Criminal Justice Advocacy Clinic and the Appellate
Litigation Project and a notes and comments editor for
the Yale Law Journal.
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Updates from the Outgoing Law Fellows

Fifteen Liman Fellows moved on to their next positions. They discuss some of their accomplishments during 2024

and 2025.

Ryanne Bamieh

Resnik-Curtis Fellow

Public Defender’s Office in

Santa Barbara County

Santa Barbara, CA

For the past year, I worked at the Public Defender’s
Office in Santa Barbara, where I aimed to make pretrial
release more equitable by improving release opportu-
nities for indigent clients. I represented clients during
arraignments — their first appearance before a judge and
the point when it is often decided whether they will be
released pretrial or remain in custody. My work focused
on clients who were unhoused or housing-insecure.
Judges are less likely to grant pretrial release to some-
one without a permanent address. The legal process can
worsen housing instability; time in jail may cost clients
a place at a shelter, and a criminal conviction can make
finding housing more difficult.

In the first half of my fellowship, I interviewed clients
before arraignment. Defendants with private counsel
often meet their attorneys in advance, but those who
cannot afford a lawyer may meet their public defender
for the first time in court. By interviewing clients early,
our office prepared for their appearance, developed
release plans—such as a confirmed shelter bed or ver-
ified address —and built rapport.

In the second half of my fellowship, I represented hous-
ing-insecure clients from arraignment to resolution of
their cases. Working with our office’s social workers,
I helped develop strategies to improve stability and
reduce the likelihood of future arrests or police contact.
Whether connecting clients to health insurance, hous-
ing services, shelter beds, or treatment programs, we
looked beyond the immediate criminal case to improve
our clients’ overall living circumstances.
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This year affirmed that advocacy requires looking at the
whole person, not just the case in front of the court. By
addressing the barriers that keep clients in custody, espe-
cially the lack of stable housing, we not only increased
their chances of pretrial release but also helped lay the
groundwork for long-term stability.

What'’s next: Clerking on the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit.

Gregory Briker

Institute for Constitutional
Advocacy and Protection
(ICAP)

Washington, DC

During my fellowship, I worked to identify and help
preserve lower court victories for plaintiffs in cases that
implicated important civil rights issues. These plain-
tiffs face numerous doctrinal barriers. In law enforce-
ment misconduct cases—one of the most active areas
of civil rights litigation — plaintiffs must contend with
qualified immunity (a legal doctrine that may shield
government officials from being held personally liable
for constitutional violations), restrictive standing rules
(requirements that the plaintiffs must show they were
directly harmed by the defendant’s actions and that the
court can offer a remedy before the case can proceed),
and other legal hurdles. Even successful trial-level cases
remain vulnerable to reversal on many grounds.

A key part of ICAP’s appellate practice involved preserv-
ing civil rights victories in the courts of appeals by join-
ing as co-counsel before the Supreme Court to oppose
certiorari or defend favorable rulings on the merits.
My project adapted this approach to an earlier stage by
locating plaintiffs’ wins in the district courts and assist-
ing at the circuit level. I created a system of Westlaw
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alerts to track new district court decisions on issues
such as excessive force and First Amendment retalia-
tion. Through this process, I identified cases that could
benefit from additional appellate support. For exam-
ple, ICAP joined litigation defending an appeal of an
order that struck down a Tennessee law under the First
Amendment. The law banned “recruitment” of minors
to help them obtain abortions illegal in Tennessee, even
if the procedures took place elsewhere.

In addition to my district court tracking project, I con-
tributed to ICAP’s broader litigation portfolio. This
work spanned all stages of litigation and addressed
issues including voting rights, religious liberty, the
separation of powers, and freedoms of expression
and association.

The fellowship deepened my understanding of the
legal barriers civil rights plaintifts face and the role of
appellate advocacy in preserving victories. It strength-
ened my commitment to advancing justice through
strategic litigation.

What’s next: Clerking for the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the DC Circuit.

Yael Caplan

Pregnancy Justice

New York, NY

During my two years as a Liman Fellow, I worked on
cases involving criminal charges related to pregnancy in
the context of the fetal personhood movement. While
many link the criminalization of pregnancy to abortion,
prosecutions more often arise from births with compli-
cations or pregnancy loss, often tied to substance use.

My work spanned several states, including Alabama,
Maryland, New Mexico, California, and New York. In
Alabama, one of the cases was filed under the state’s
Chemical Endangerment law, which allows prosecutors
to charge people who use substances during pregnancy

with felonies. I handled chemical endangerment cases,
directly supported other defense lawyers defending
similar charges, and worked on a federal lawsuit on
behalf of a client who was incarcerated while pregnant.
The jail denied her proper medical care, and she gave
birth alone in the jail shower. That case was recently
settled. I also represented a woman in a post-conviction
case challenging an 18-year sentence she received after a
stillbirth. As the range of states shows, pregnancy crim-
inalization is not limited to places with abortion bans.
In Maryland, my home state, I wrote an amicus brief
for the Maryland Supreme Court seeking to overturn
a murder conviction against a woman who believed
she had experienced a stillbirth at home. The Court set
aside the conviction.

My work also sought to address systems and practices
that drive pregnancy criminalization. I joined a team
representing a woman subjected to nonconsensual drug
testing at a New York hospital. Because medical insti-
tutions often trigger criminal charges in these cases,
protecting the rights of pregnant patients is central to
reducing criminalization.

What’s next: Serving as a fellow with Yale Law
School’s Information Society Project, focusing on
reproductive justice.

Nathan Cummings

Shriver Center on Poverty

Law

Chicago, IL

My fellowship with the Shriver Center on Poverty Law
focused on improving living conditions for low-income
tenants in federally subsidized buildings in Illinois
and on strengthening the ability of tenants and tenant
unions to advocate for change. The United States’ stock
of privately owned, publicly assisted housing is aging
and deteriorating —forcing tenants to live with condi-
tions such as broken elevators, toxic mold, and defective
plumbing. Tenants can address these problems through
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collective action, and my fellowship aimed to help them
use legal tools to do so.

During my year at the Shriver Center, I provided legal
support for tenant organizing campaigns in several
buildings across Chicago. My work included helping
tenant unions intervene in city code enforcement cases
and educating tenants about their rights under federal,
state, and local law.

Notable experiences included securing a court order to
relocate elderly tenants who were in a s7-unit senior
building on Chicago’s West Side to temporary hotel
accommodations; they needed to move because of a
water outage. In another case, we obtained a month-
long extension plus $50,000 in additional moving
assistance for tenants displaced by a city-issued vacate
order on Chicago’s South Side. I am grateful to have
worked alongside and learned from the many tenant
leaders whose bravery and dedication made these vic-
tories possible.

What's next: Clerking for the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Seventh Circuit.

Ibrahim Diallo
Curtis-Liman Fellow
Liman Center and Office

of the Federal Public
Defender for the District of

Connecticut

New Haven, CT

Learn about Diallo’s experience through a Q&A on
page 29.

What'’s next: Serving as a Senior Fellow in Residence
with the Liman Center.
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Ellie Driscoll
Meselson-Liman Fellow
Washington Lawyers’

Committee for Civil Rights
and Urban Affairs

Washington, DC

Through litigation and policy work, I aimed to address
abusive practices in D.C’s juvenile detention facili-
ties. I investigated reports that staff at the Department
of Youth Rehabilitation Services (DYRS) mistreated
young people in their care. I helped these youth pre-
serve their right to sue the district and worked with a
coalition of local advocates to strengthen oversight,
reporting, and transparency in the facilities.

In May, I filed a complaint in Federal District Court
for the District of Columbia on behalf of a 14-year-
old boy assaulted by DYRS staff while a supervisor
watched. The attack left the teen with permanent jaw
damage. The complaint alleged that the incident reflects
a broader culture of abuse in D.Cs juvenile detention
centers, where staft assault young people in their care.
The case sought systemic changes to DYRS training,
policies, and practices.

I also focused on ensuring that D.C. youth with dis-
abilities, particularly those in the juvenile or criminal
legal systems, received the special education and related
services they needed to learn, avoid cycles of incarcera-
tion, and thrive. I served as counsel in two class action
lawsuits on behalf of incarcerated students in D.C. jail
and in the Federal Bureau of Prisons; the goal was to
enforce their rights to special education.

Additionally, I worked to expand access to “transition
services” that help students with disabilities move from
high school to post-secondary education, employment,
and independent living. I developed know-your-rights
materials, conducted outreach with students, parents,
and advocates, testified before the D.C. Council on
the importance of these services, and urged D.Cs
education oversight body to ensure that students in the
juvenile-legal system receive the services to which they
are entitled.

What'’s next: Clerking for the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Virginia.
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Jonathan Gibson

Roderick and Solange
MacArthur Justice Center’s
Supreme Court and

Appellate Program

Washington, DC

I worked on state constitutional litigation involv-
ing the criminal-legal system. The law surrounding
anti-punishment clauses in state constitutions —such as
Eighth and Fourteenth Amendment analogs and other
unique state provisions—remains underdeveloped. My
project aimed to press for expanded state protections of
rights for people in that system.

For example, I filed an amicus brief urging the Michigan
Court of Appeals to protect prisoners who had chal-
lenged a ban on in-person family visits. I also helped
research and draft an amicus brief for the Michigan
Supreme Court on the state’s use of life without parole
(LWOP). The brief argued that modern LWOP con-
flicts with Michigan’s founding-era view of punishment
as rehabilitative. Our research showed that reformative
thinking shaped the Michigan Constitution, and that
until the 1970s, more than half of those sentenced to
LWOP for first-degree murder were released through
commutation after serving an average of 24 years. In
April, the Michigan Supreme Court held that man-
datory LWOP for 19- and 20-year-olds violated the
Michigan Constitution’s ban on “cruel or unusual”
punishments. A key part of its constitutional reasoning
drew on the historical research in our brief. We hope
that this history will inform other cases about “cruel or
unusual” punishment in Michigan.

In addition to state constitutional cases, I addressed the
obstacles the Prison Litigation Reform Act (PLRA) cre-
ates for prisoners seeking relief in federal court. In one
case, a pro se litigant’s lawsuit was dismissed by a trial
judge under the PLRA’s three-strikes rule, which bars
prisoners with three or more dismissed lawsuits from
filing new cases without paying full court fees. The Sixth
Circuit reversed, ruling that the rule had been misap-
plied. I also argued a case challenging a district court’s
dismissal of a lawsuit based on a pleading requirement
about which the plaintiff had not been informed. As I
plan to continue a career in prisoners’ rights litigation,

I value the experience I gained as a Liman Fellow and
look forward to learning the outcomes of the other
cases I worked on.

What’s next: Clerking for the U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of New York.

Danny Haidar

Michigan Attorney

General’s Office

Lansing, Ml

During my fellowship, I practiced election law in
Michigan, a field defined by emergency timelines and
intense scrutiny. As litigation surged and subsided, pri-
orities shifted. Plans for the day often evaporated before
10:00 a.m. I learned that practicing law in state govern-
ment requires adapting to change. I also developed an
appreciation for one area of law: procedure.

At the start of my fellowship, I began each case by
focusing on the merits, as many new attorneys do. But
as the months passed, I learned that doctrines such as
subject-matter jurisdiction, standing, and equitable
authority are not just elements to be checked off in a
brief. Indeed, procedural questions can decide out-
comes. Procedure demarcates judicial authority and
reinforces constitutional structure. A procedural hold-
ing determines whether an issue is within the reach of
the judiciary.

In law school, I learned that the Constitution sets the
boundaries of our federal system. But in my fellowship,
I'learned that civil procedure enforces those boundaries.
When procedural doctrines such as standing determine
outcomes in lawsuits, they reinforce the separation of
branches and levels of government.

The past year has been turbulent. Practicing law in such
times demands flexibility. If I learned any skill in my
fellowship year, it is how to adapt. And if I drew any
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lesson, it is to pay close attention to procedure. In times
of constitutional tumult, attorneys must remain mind-
ful of how procedural rules are used to enforce consti-
tutional boundaries.

What’s next: Looking forward to continuing to serve
the public.

Charlie Jiang

Asian American Legal
Defense and Education
Fund (AALDEF)

Boston, MA

During the first year of my fellowship, I focused on sup-
porting Asian American communities in Massachusetts
and across the country in addressing racial discrimi-
nation and asserting their rights. I used a community
lawyering approach that combined grassroots organiz-
ing, policy advocacy, community education, individual
legal representation, and impact litigation in state and
federal courts.

In Boston and Philadelphia, my colleagues and I chal-
lenged commercial developments that would have dis-
placed residents in Chinatown neighborhoods. In New
York, we submitted an amicus brief to the Court of
Appeals in support of a Fuzhounese immigrant father
who challenged the termination of his parental rights.
The brief highlighted the family regulation agency’s
failure to provide language access and culturally appro-
priate services.

I conducted know-your-rights trainings for community
organizations and international students in Massachu-
setts and New York to explain options related to immi-
gration action. I also worked with AALDEF’s partners
to oppose “alien land laws” in several states that pro-
hibit certain foreign nationals from acquiring property.
AALDEF and partners are challenging these laws in
state legislatures and in court.
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The fellowship reinforced a key lesson of community
lawyering: organizing produces results. Grassroots
efforts generated public pressure and media atten-
tion that brought decision-makers to the table. With
AALDEF’s legal and policy support, partners were able
to protect their communities and families. The experi-
ence showed how legal, policy, and organizing tools can
be combined to advance rights. In my second year, I am
focusing on issues related to immigration and devel-
oping rights-based resources, expanding defense net-
works in Massachusetts, and litigating to protect Asian
American immigrant communities.

What’s next: Continuing the Liman Fellowship with the
Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund.

Zoe Kreitenberg

ACLU of Massachusetts

Boston, MA

My project focused on protecting youth in the LGBTQ
community from the increasing restrictions on expres-
sion, equal treatment, and health care access. Protect-
ing liberty for all Americans is essential to upholding
democracy and American values.

During my fellowship, this work gained urgency. The
federal government pursued a broad agenda to limit
essential liberties and target marginalized groups,
including transgender people and immigrants. It
enacted military policies that contradict the military’s
mission to protect freedom, ensure safety, and care for
service members.

One part of my fellowship addressed the Supreme
Court’s decision in United States v. Skrmetti, which
upheld Tennessee’s ban on gender-affirming medical
care for minors. I collaborated with the ACLU LGBTQ/
HIV Project and advised teams working at the ACLU of
Massachusetts on the Court’s decision and its impact on
future cases related to using the legal test of “heightened
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scrutiny” for equal protection cases involving LGBTQ
discrimination. I also presented to over 100 community
members on gender-affirming care in Massachusetts
after Skrmetti.

During my Liman Fellowship, I built relationships with
leaders, advocates, and community members focused
on freedom, fairness, and justice for the LGBTQ com-
munity and beyond. I researched civil liberties issues
and created materials to educate the public, including
children, about their legal rights. I assisted with litiga-
tion efforts, responded to legal assistance requests, and
developed resources for advocates. I also contributed to
voter registration and election protection efforts and to
state legislation that supported vulnerable communities.
I valued the chance to support efforts to improve fair-
ness and safety in Massachusetts and across the country.

What’s next: Clerking for the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Ninth Circuit.

Juan Fernando Luna Ledn

UNITE HERE Local 11

Los Angeles, CA

Unite Here Local 11, or the Union, represents more than
32,000 hospitality workers in Southern California and
Arizona. Our members, many of whom are women of
color and immigrants, work in hotels, restaurants, uni-
versities, convention centers, and airports.

As a Liman Fellow with the Union, I joined in filing
and settling a class action complaint against a Double-
Tree Hotel. The complaint alleged that the hotel vio-
lated the panic button requirement of the Los Angeles
Hotel Worker Protection Ordinance, which members of
the Union had supported so as to have a law to pro-
tect them from sexual assault. As of this writing, court
approval of the proposed settlement is pending.

Last spring, we filed a complaint with the Califor-
nia Labor Commissioner’s Office that an event man-
agement company subcontracted by the Long Beach
Convention Center was underpaying workers. The sub-
contractor lost its contract, and our members secured
a new collective bargaining agreement. The agreement
required the convention center to hire the agency work-
ers affected by the wage theft and to provide them with
union wages and benefits. I also filed a class action law-
suit on their behalf to recover unpaid wages for these
workers, who are now union members.

In addition to litigation, I supported members in nego-
tiating new contracts and assisted workers at non-
union hotels in forming a union. Over the past year,
members of the Union have won $10 wage increases in
their new contracts, one of the nation’s highest pensions
for service workers, and stronger employment protec-
tions. I also helped start the Union’s know-your-rights
immigration program so that members could exer-
cise their rights under the Constitution and collective
bargaining agreements.

Moving forward, I am continuing to work on enforce-
ment of the Hotel Worker Protection Ordinance, on
implementing the collective bargaining agreements we
have entered, and on assisting housekeepers at non-
union hotels to form unions. My goals include joining
with community groups to protect the rights of immi-
grant workers in Los Angeles.

What’s next: Continuing at UNITE HERE Local 11.

Wynne Muscatine Graham

Roderick and Solange
MacArthur Justice Center’s
Supreme Court and

Appellate Program

Washington, DC

I began my fellowship hoping to strengthen my skills
as a prison conditions litigator. I wanted to improve
my legal research and writing and gain experience with
appellate strategy. I worked on appeals challenging
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solitary confinement and other prison conditions,
including its length and conditions, the process for
placing people in isolation, sleep deprivation, denial of
medical care, and the use of excessive force.

We won several appeals for our clients. I came to see,
however, that advocating for people in prison mat-
ters even before a court rules —whether the outcome is
favorable or not—because it provides support to people
who often have none.

I also was reminded that litigation is not the only way to
improve prison conditions. I learned about a case in the
Virgin Islands where a man had been in solitary con-
finement for over a year with no recreation, no exercise,
and filthy living conditions. The case was not ready for
my office to litigate, but I emailed prison officials about
his situation. Soon after, they moved him out of sol-
itary. I wrote a letter supporting his parole and high-
lighted the harm caused by solitary confinement.

During my fellowship, I wrote a law review article,
“The Forgotten History of Prison Law: Judicial Over-
sight of Detention Facilities in the Nation’s Early Years,”
published in the Harvard Law Review this past spring.
The article challenged the common narrative — often
advanced by originalists — that the nation’s first judges
deferred to prison administrators. I documented that,
carly on, judges played an active role in prison and jail
administration. I hope this work will support greater
judicial involvement in cases challenging prison and
jail conditions.

What'’s next: Serving as a Climenko Fellow at Harvard
Law School and keeping a small docket of prison
appeals with All Rise Trial & Appellate.
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Terin Patel-Wilson

NAACP Legal Defense
Fund’s Prepared to Vote
and Voting Rights Defender

Team

New York, NY

I was a Fellow with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund’s
advocacy team, Black Voters on the Rise (BVOTR), and
focused on expanding voting rights in South Carolina.
In the months leading up to the election, I worked with
local and state election officials, hosted voting rights
education events, and helped prepare a nonpartisan
election protection effort. I researched law and facts
and then wrote letters to officials, met with the U.S.
Attorney’s Office on voter intimidation and accessibil-
ity issues, organized the annual South Carolina Voting
Rights Convening, recruited and trained nonpartisan
poll observers, drafted complaints for potential emer-
gency election-day litigation, and ran know-your-rights
workshops —all in coordination with the South Carolina
Voting Rights Coalition.

During the winter legislative session, my work shifted
to policy advocacy. I conducted research, drafted legis-
lation, and participated in direct and grassroots efforts.
Working with local and state partners, we introduced
several bills addressing long-standing election adminis-
tration issues in South Carolina. I helped organize and
execute the coalition’s day at the state capitol, meeting
legislators statewide to gain support.

I also joined a case team on NAACP v. Weaver, which
challenged a South Carolina law that led to the removal
of AP African American Studies from high schools,
restricted access to certain books, and affected educators.
I assisted with preliminary injunction and motion-to-
dismiss briefing and helped prepare for oral arguments.

What'’s next: Clerking for the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York and then for the U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.
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Katie Roop
The Legal Aid Society’s

Criminal Appeals Bureau

New York, NY

I worked to expand access to representation for individ-
uals seeking parole in New York. Representation before
the Parole Board or in appeals of parole denials is not
guaranteed, yet it is crucial for supporting clients and
protecting their rights. I focused on individuals serv-
ing shorter-term sentences, as most parole advocacy
in New York has been limited to helping those with
life sentences. My work included preparing clients for
parole hearings and representing them in administra-
tive appeals and Article 78 proceedings challenging
improper denials.

Beyond direct representation, I developed training
materials and resources to help Legal Aid attorneys and
advocates support clients throughout the parole pro-
cess. I led a training on parole support for clients with
shorter indeterminate sentences and co-presented a
training for appellate staff on parole preparation. I also
created resource guides for both parole preparation and
appeals to ensure ongoing support after my fellowship.

This fellowship allowed me to contribute to advanc-
ing parole justice in New York while learning from the
Parole Advocacy Project team and from clients navigat-
ing the parole system. I look forward to finding oppor-
tunities to continue advocacy for individuals impacted
by the criminal justice system.

What’s next: Clerking for the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York.

Rachel Talamo

Prisoners’ Legal Service
(PLS)

Boston, MA

In the second year of my fellowship, I continued to
work on litigation involving health care, solitary con-
finement, and officer brutality in state prisons. In May,
the U.S. District Court of Massachusetts preliminarily
approved a nearly $7 million settlement in Diggs v.
Mici, a federal class action filed in January 2022. The
lawsuit alleged a campaign of unconstitutional violence
at Souza-Baranowski Correctional Center (SBCC),
including beatings, Taser and chemical agent use, and
racialized targeting of Black and Latino prisoners. The
settlement, if approved, will provide compensation for
approximately 150 incarcerated and formerly incarcer-
ated individuals and require policy changes to prevent
further officer misconduct.

On July 1, 2024, PLS, with the Boston College Law
School Civil Rights Clinic and Holland & Knight, filed
Evelyn v. Jenkins, another federal class action on behalf
of people in Behavior Assessment Units and the Secure
Adjustment Unit at SBCC. The complaint alleged that
the Massachusetts Department of Correction renamed
its restrictive housing units to avoid requirements
under the Criminal Justice Reform Act of 2018. The
court granted our motion for class certification.

In April 2025, PLS filed Caron et al. v. Coppinger, which
challenged the Essex County Sherift’s refusal to provide
medically necessary Hepatitis C treatment. Hepatitis C
is prevalent and deadly in jails. Direct-acting antiviral
medications have been available for over a decade. The
lawsuit sought court orders for timely treatment, rou-
tine testing upon admission, and linkage to community
care upon release.

What'’s next: Clerking for the U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York.
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Mount Holyoke College Becomes the Tenth School to Support
Liman Undergraduate Summer Fellowships

Brett Dignam and Michael Graetz

Professors Brett Dignam and Michael Graetz, long-
time Yale Law School faculty and now faculty emeriti at
Columbia Law School, have enabled the Arthur Liman
Center for Public Interest Law to expand its under-
graduate fellowship program to include Mount Holy-
oke College, from which Dignam graduated in 1972.
Beginning in 2025-2026, Mount Holyoke students will
be able to apply for a Liman Fellowship to spend their
summer at public interest organizations.

“A recent trip to the Mount Holyoke campus and the
energy I experienced in classrooms with students inter-
ested and engaged in thinking about social justice
sparked this idea,” Dignam said. “The Liman commu-
nity provides a unique opportunity to join a network of
people who are determined to be part of their genera-
tion’s quest for a world that prioritizes justice.”

Dignam, a Los Angeles native, worked in theater after
graduating from Mount Holyoke and before attend-
ing the University of Southern California (USC) Law
School. At USC, she was a student of Dennis Curtis,
who had begun Yale Law School’s clinical program in
1970 and thereafter launched a post-conviction justice
clinic at USC. Dignam was also a student of Judith
Resnik, then a beginning faculty member at USC. After
Dignam moved to the East Coast, she became a fac-
ulty member at Yale in its clinical program, the Jerome
N. Frank Legal Services Organization, which she later
headed. She directed the Prison Project and inspired
legions of students to work on behalf of people with lit-
tle access to representation. After moving to Columbia,
she was Director of its Challenging the Consequences
of Mass Incarceration Clinic and then from 2018 to
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2021, she served as its inaugural Vice Dean for Experi-
ential Learning. With her students at both law schools,
Dignam generated landmark victories. They established
that Scott Lewis, a man from New Haven, Connecti-
cut, was wrongfully convicted. He was freed after two
decades of incarceration, as portrayed in the documen-
tary 120 Years. Dignam and her students also spent years
showing the harms of profound isolation and, in the
Reynolds litigation, established that subjecting individu-
als to the form of lifetime solitary confinement in Con-
necticut violated federal constitutional law.

Graetz, a graduate of the University of Virginia School
of Law, taught at the USC Law School before joining
the Yale Law School faculty, where he anchored its tax
offerings. In addition, Graetz joined Professors Jerry
Mashaw and Ian Shapiro in teaching seminars on social
welfare and policy. In 2009, he became a member of the
Columbia faculty as the Columbia Alumni Professor of
Tax Law; he continues to teach seminars at Yale as Pro-
fessor Emeritus. Graetz was at the U.S. Department of
Treasury from 1990 to 1992, where he served as Special
Counsel and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy.
In 2013, he was awarded the National Tax Association’s
Daniel M. Holland Medal for lifetime achievement in
the study of the theory and practice of public finance,
and in 2021, he received the Tax Foundation’s Distin-
guished Service Award in recognition of his contribu-
tions to the field of tax policy. His most recent books
are The Power to Destroy: How the Antitax Movement
Hijacked America (Princeton University Press, 2024) and
The Wolf at the Door: The Menace of Economic Insecurity
and How to Fight It (with Tan Shapiro, Harvard Univer-
sity Press, 2020).

Mount Holyoke’s President, Daniella R. Holley, cel-
ebrated the new fellowship. “With an emphasis on
experiential learning and industry-specific initiatives,
Mount Holyoke students can gain experience in pub-
lic interest law at organizations throughout the United
States. Leaning into the true interdisciplinary nature of
our curriculum, students will engage former and cur-
rent Fellows, scholars, lawyers, social scientists, and
other experts to understand issues in criminal and civil
law reform and in legal education.”
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Mount Holyoke College joins Barnard, Brown, Bryn
Mawr, Harvard, Morehouse, Princeton, Spelman, Stan-
ford, and Yale in the Liman Undergraduate Summer
Fellowship Program. Since 1997, when the program
was created to honor Arthur Liman’s commitment
to Harvard’s Phillips Brooks House, more than 700

undergraduates from Ivy League institutions, schools
once known as the “Seven Sisters,” and Historically
Black Colleges have served as Summer Fellows, work-
ing with nonprofits and state and local government
agencies throughout the United States.

Glimpsing the Work of Some of the 2025
Summer Undergraduate Fellows

Barnard College
Samantha Elkins, Legal Momentum, New York, NY
Belen Gonzalez, Federal Defenders, San Diego, CA
Nubia Gooding, Newark Community Solutions,
Newark, NJ
Ellessandra Taormino, ACLU of New York,
New York, NY

Nubia Gooding, Newark Community Solutions,
Newark, NJ

I interned with the Comprehensive Eviction Defense
and Diversion (CEDD) team at Newark Community
Solutions, which is part of the Center for Justice Inno-
vation. The Center partners with courts, community
leaders, and residents to promote justice, address harm,
and empower marginalized communities.

With the CEDD team, I assisted individuals facing
eviction by connecting them to resources such as legal
aid, rental assistance, and case management. I did out-
reach, explained program services, and helped clients
navigate landlord negotiations and court proceedings.
I also collaborated with Volunteer Lawyers for Justice
to expand access to legal support. In Essex County—
where eviction rates are the highest in New Jersey—
these services were vital. I supported about 42 clients,
many of whom struggled to navigate confusing and
restrictive eligibility requirements.

One case stood out: I assisted a client with a hearing
impairment using an interpreter. Unlike the typical
nonpayment cases, this was a holdover eviction. Hold-
over cases involve a landlord seeking to evict the resi-
dent for reasons other than the nonpayment of rent. We
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learned that the landlord may have been discriminating
against the client because the client was hard of hearing.
Through the client’s experience, I realized that services
I take for granted may be inaccessible to individuals
with disabilities. It highlighted the need for inclusive
systems and taught me to consider how services can
address less-visible injustices.

My supervisors and colleagues provided mentor-
ship throughout the summer, modeling how to bal-
ance demanding work with self-care. Their guidance
reinforced the value of teamwork and resilience in sus-
taining advocacy. This experience strengthened my
commitment to addressing inequities through research
and nonprofit work. I hope to continue exploring these
issues globally, including through a planned study
abroad in South Africa.

Brown University
Benjamin Buka, Run on Climate, Providence, RI
Catherine Yiwen (Cat) Gao, Neighborhood Defender
Service of Harlem, New York, NY
Rachel Lee, Asian Americans Advancing Justice,
Los Angeles, CA
Jeremy Jie Rui Tu, ACLU of Texas, Houston, TX

Catherine Yiwen (Cat) Gao, Neighborhood
Defender Service of Harlem, New York, NY

I interned at the Neighborhood Defender Service
(NDS) of Harlem, where I split my time between
the Family Defense and Criminal Defense Practices.
I observed arraignments, hearings, and trials, and
learned the importance of respecting clients’ goals, even
as they may differ from a lawyer’s advice. I assisted with
trial preparation by reviewing body camera footage,
researching witnesses, and helping craft narratives that
provided full context to clients’ stories. I also learned to
adapt to the unpredictability of trials, recognizing that
flexibility and resilience are essential.

In the Family Defense Practice, I worked on a class
action challenging discrimination by the Administration
for Children’s Services against parents with intellectual
and developmental disabilities. Identifying potential
clients for the case aligned with my interest in disability
and LGBTQIA+ justice. I also supported policy advo-
cacy, including working on the Anti-Harassment in
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Reporting bill, which protects mothers from false alle-
gations of child mistreatment.

One of my most memorable experiences involved a
criminal case with a young man who was arrested for
firearm possession. He was the same age as me, and as
I learned about him, I realized we were not so differ-
ent. We shared the same sense of humor, interests, and
love for our families. It was striking to see how our lives
diverged. I was 20 years old, sitting next to an attorney,
learning about the legal system, and preparing to return
to college. He was 20, wearing restraints, locked away
from family, potentially facing years behind bars. The
system treated him as guilty, ignoring the context of the
offense. I saw someone who grew up in a place where
carrying a firearm could keep a family safe.

This case taught me that every person has a layered
story. At its core, public defense is storytelling—
understanding the life behind the charge. This summer
gave me a firsthand lesson in that responsibility.

Bryn Mawr College

Sanaiya Aftab, Office of the Federal Public Defender,
New Haven, CT

Alexie Coleman, Delaware Department of Justice,
Wilmington, DE

Emma Dermansky, Manhattan Borough President’s
Office & NYC City Council, New York, NY

Chaewon Lee, Nationalities Services Center,
Philadelphia, PA

Jana Stemple, DeKalb County Office of the Public
Defender, Decatur, GA

Chaewon Lee, Nationalities Services Center,
Philadelphia, PA

The Refugee Upskilling Initiative (RUI) at the Nation-
alities Service Center (NSC) provides legal, health,
employment, and social services to immigrants and ref-
ugees in Philadelphia. I helped develop individual skill
plans for clients. The plans outlined clients’ goals and
career paths and steps to achieve those goals, such as
earning English as a Second Language (ESL) certifi-
cates, building workplace vocabulary, or preparing for
job promotions. Our team supported clients in reaching
their goals.
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A major part of my work involved finding employers to
mentor and hire our clients. Because language barriers
often prevent immigrant employees from securing jobs,
RUI works with employers to provide on-site interpret-
ers and ESL courses focused on workplace language.
Mentoring helps RUI clients understand cultural differ-
ences, learn how to achieve certifications and licenses,
network, and practice language skills.

The most meaningful aspect of my internship was
working alongside staff who, despite budget cuts, lay-
offs, and political changes affecting immigrants, con-
tinued to support clients. Witnessing this perseverance
inspired me to overcome my own feelings of powerless-
ness and commit to standing with clients. Their dedi-
cation taught me that public interest work is not only
about providing assistance but about showing solidarity
during people’s hardest moments.

Harvard University

Saman de Silva, Center on Race, Poverty, and the
Environment, Delano, CA

Tenzin Gund-Morrow, Legal Action Center,
New York City, NY

Erica Ho, Criminal and Juvenile Justice Clinic at the
University of Chicago Law School, Chicago, IL

Balgies Mohamed, ACLU of Maine, Portland, ME

Amiya Tiwari, Manhattan Justice Opportunities,
New York, NY

Balgies Mohamed, ACLU of Maine,

Portland, ME

As a Mainer, a person of color, and a first-generation
American, the ACLU of Maine’s work connects to my
lived experiences. During my fellowship, I designed
and carried out a project to ensure immigrant commu-
nities in Maine have access to know-your-rights infor-
mation. Most materials were in English. I translated
them into Somali and Arabic and developed plans for
ongoing distribution. I also coordinated a know-your-
rights workshop and a Q&A at a local mosque.

With the ACLU of Maine’s Executive Director, I attended
coalition meetings with legal aid, advocacy, religious,
nonprofit, and ethnic community organizations to
address Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
practices. The coalition started a mutual aid fund for

legal representation. These meetings highlighted both
the challenges of serving people detained or at risk of
detention by ICE and the value of legal knowledge
in developing community solutions. I also worked
on client intake and assisted with immigration cases,
gaining insight into how local advocacy links to national
debates on rights and access.

An additional responsibility was to help organize ACLU
events for Disability Pride and the Festival of Nations.
At these events, I met community members, explained
the ACLU’s work, and spoke with people who had ben-
efited from it.

Another highlight of the summer involved attend-
ing oral arguments in two major birthright citizen-
ship cases —Barbara v. Trump and NHICS v. Trump.
Through direct experiences along with exposure to the
legal field, the Liman Fellowship strengthened my com-
mitment to pursuing a career in law, with ambitions
toward the judiciary.

Morehouse College
Asa Baily, Decatur Housing Authority, Decatur, GA
John McGee, Georgia Court of Appeals, Atlanta, GA

Asa Baily, Decatur Housing Authority,

Decatur, GA

I worked with the Decatur Housing Authority (DHA),
which provides attainable, quality housing throughout
DeKalb County by developing and renovating work-
force and Section 8 housing. Much of my time was spent
reading and interpreting compliance documents to brief
staff on requirements for Legacy Park, a development
under construction. I analyzed instructions from the
City of Decatur and the requirements tied to third-party
funding. I identified funding restrictions and whether
DHA should forgo money to maintain flexibility. I also
assessed whether completed and in-progress projects
met public safety laws. In addition, I assisted with plan-
ning a second public housing complex—identifying
land suitable for development, engaging city officials,
and seeking interested investors.

These projects included helping property managers
issue inspection notices, assisting interior designers with
a ribbon-cutting event, and even helping maintenance
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install an HVAC system in 100-degree heat. Seeing
every “cog in the machine” gave me a fuller understand-
ing of how housing is delivered to thousands of people.

My favorite part was connecting with residents and
voucher applicants. Hearing veterans, single parents,
and people who had experienced homelessness describe
how affordable housing saved their lives dismantles
every stereotype portrayed in the media. These con-
versations reinforced my belief that stable housing is a
necessity. The internship strengthened my interest in
public policy and showed me that serving my commu-
nity does not necessarily require a law degree —though
I still plan to pursue one. My goal is to be a pillar in my
community and serve those from where I come.

Princeton University

Henry Hsiao, New Jersey Attorney General Division
of Law, Trenton, NJ

Mya Koffie, Hawaii Attorney General Special
Investigation and Prosecution Division,
Honolulu, HI

Sander McComiskey, New York Attorney General
Antitrust Bureau, New York, NY

Vinayak Menon, Osborne Center for Justice Across
Generations, New York, NY

Vinayak Menon, Osborne Center for Justice
Across Generations, New York, NY

Iinterned at the Osborne Association, a New York non-
profit focused on criminal justice reform. I worked with
its policy and advocacy arm, the Osborne Center for
Justice Across Generations (OCJAG), which partners
with groups such as the Release Aging People in Prison
Campaign and Echoes of Incarceration.

When I arrived, the New York State Legislature was in
its final weeks, and OCJAG was pushing to pass two
bills: the Protect In-Person Visits bill, aimed at safe-
guarding visitation rights, and the Fair and Timely
Parole bill, designed to shift parole decisions toward
readiness for release instead of the nature of the con-
viction. I contacted legislative offices, prepared briefing
materials, joined rallies, and spent a day advocating in
Albany. The bills passed the Senate and gained over 60
co-sponsors but stalled in the Assembly. I saw up close
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the coalition-building, strategic choices, and entrenched
stigma that shape criminal legal reform.

Each week, I also provided direct services at Osborne’s
Fulton Community Reentry Center in the Bronx and
Marcus Garvey Apartments in Brooklyn. Both res-
idences provide housing for individuals who have
returned home after periods of incarceration. At Mar-
cus Garvey, older adults faced steep barriers: limited
digital literacy, health issues, and isolation. At Fulton,
younger men worked to find jobs, support families, and
avoid returning to prison. Each setting revealed incar-
ceration’s long shadow: lost time and opportunity for
elders, persistent stigma for younger men.

Another project was a study on the human and economic
costs of parole denial, especially for people over s55. I
interviewed and surveyed residents on expenses like
legal fees, commissary, and medical care, alongside emo-
tional and social tolls. One man’s account of 30 years
inside and six parole denials brought home the system’s
relentless focus on punishment over rehabilitation.

I hope to apply experiences from my internship in the
upcoming school year, including as part of an advocacy
clinic and Princeton Overdose Prevention, a student
volunteer group I lead that aims to tackle the opioid
crisis in New Jersey. I plan to work with statewide
organizations to consider how to support incarcerated
individuals impacted by addiction and to advocate for
policies to expand access to treatment.

Spelman College

Tanesha R. Golding, International Rescue Committee,
Atlanta, GA

Gabrielle Harris, Brown’s Promise, Atlanta, GA

Nichele Washington, Indiana Department of Health
Indiana Minority Health Coalition, Indianapolis, IN

Tanesha R. Golding, International Rescue
Committee, Atlanta, GA

When I first walked into the International Rescue Com-
mittee (IRC) Atlanta office in May, I expected a busy
waiting room filled with families holding documents
and speaking languages I didn’t know. What I didn’t
expect was the stillness —a weight in the air that I came
to recognize as the burden of waiting not just for a case
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to be called, but for answers, relief, and belonging. That
stillness shaped how I moved through the space, how I
worked, and most importantly, how I listened.

As an Immigration Casework Intern, I managed intakes,
prepared applications, researched country conditions,
and drafted case narratives. I assisted with Green Card
and citizenship applications, organized records dating
back more than a decade, and updated a referral list of
nonprofit legal service providers. I sat in on consulta-
tions where clients recounted persecution, war, and
discrimination, and I attended hearings where families
took their first steps toward citizenship.

One moment that stayed with me was assisting a
woman during a Freedom of Information Act applica-
tion session. After more than a decade of waiting, she
learned her case required further approval. As I read her
file aloud, her hands trembled, and tears fell. Listening
to her story of separation and sacrifice made me realize
that beyond documents, immigration law is about sur-
vival, resilience, and hope.

This summer reaffirmed my commitment to pursue
justice globally. I plan to earn a master’s degree then
attend law school and work in international law. The
resilience I witnessed at the IRC has fueled my dedi-
cation to advocacy, service, and justice for those whose
voices too often go unheard.

Stanford University

Ava Acevedo, California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.,
Stockton, CA

Jinie Chon, Los Angeles County Public Defender’s
Office, Los Angeles, CA

Mahalia Morgan, Miami-Dade Public Defender’s
Office, Miami, FL

Zola Ortiz, American Indian Law Center,
Albuquerque, NM

Ava Acevedo, California Rural Legal Assistance,
Stockton, CA

This summer, I worked with California Rural Legal
Assistance, Inc., (CRLA) in my hometown of Stockton,
as part of the Agricultural Worker Justice Program
(AWTJP). Each week, I participated in case reviews where

attorneys and community workers updated one another
on workplace violations affecting agricultural workers.

I developed resources and reports for several CRLA
programs. For the Stockton office, I wrote a legal report
identifying repeat offenders by reviewing hundreds of
cases over the past decade, creating a foundation the
Stockton AWJP will use to pursue future legal strate-
gies and strengthen client cases.

I also collaborated with CRLA’s Fresno office to create
a 12-page mini-guide and Excel calculator for Califor-
nia Division of Occupational Safety and Health (com-
monly known as “Cal/OSHA”) penalty assessments.
The guide explains Title 8, Section 336 of California’s
Code of Regulations, breaking down factors that deter-
mine penalties. The calculator allows staff to quickly
estimate fines for health and safety violations. Both will
be used across CRLA to ensure Cal/OSHA imposes
appropriate penalties.

In addition, I created a digital booklet to help fami-
lies contact loved ones in California’s seven immigrant
detention centers. After reviewing Immigration and
Customs Enforcement (ICE) materials and interview-
ing facility operators, I organized the information into
an accessible format for community members. This
project underscored how critical accurate resources are
for families during times of distress.

My CRLA experience solidified my commitment to
advocacy, agricultural workers’ rights, and nonprofit
leadership. It has shaped the focus of my senior thesis,
which will be on temporary migrant workers, and my
plans for law school and beyond.

Yale University

Tsion Agaro, Electronic Privacy Information Center,
Washington, DC

Brooklyn Brauner, Wisconsin Assembly Democrats
Internship Program, Madison, WI

Eva Chen, Larkin Street Youth Services,
San Francisco, CA

Anjali Dhanekula, Legal Action Center,
Washington, DC

Alice Fan, Legal Action Center, New York, NY

Richard George, All Our Kin, New Haven, CT

Laura Ospina, Massachusetts Office of the Attorney
General, Boston, MA
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Mimi Papathanasopoulos, Youth, Rights & Justice,
Portland, OR

Diego Paz, Office of the Federal Public Defender,
New Haven, CT

Michael Paz, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, Inc.,
Eagle Pass, TX

Sadie Turner, Coastal Conservation League,
Charleston, SC

Alice Fan, Legal Action Center, New York, NY
The staft of the Legal Action Center (LAC) advo-
cates for people with substance use disorders, HIV/
AIDS, and involvement with the criminal legal sys-
tem. I interned with the Communications Team. One
of my major projects was writing talking points during
the debate over H.R. 1, the federal government’s rec-
onciliation bill. I examined how, by closing rural hos-
pitals, limiting treatment access, and imposing harsh
work requirements, proposed Medicaid and SNAP cuts
would harm people with substance use disorders and
criminal records.

I also created a staff video series and wrote blog posts,
including one on health care access in the criminal legal
system. These gave me insight into public interest

careers and helped translate legal work for a broader
audience. I contributed to infographics, fact sheets, a
campaign called “No Health = No Justice,” and a fund-
raising newsletter.

The most meaningful moment came during a conver-
sation with Jason, a staffer on LAC’s Policy Team who
was formerly incarcerated. Jason served 24 years of a
37-to-life sentence. He told me about facilitating prison
rehabilitation programs, establishing a prison law
library, and negotiating his own release. He described
meditation in a space no wider than his wingspan. Peo-
ple like Jason inspire me to be the best version of myself.

Unlike many of my peers in the Liman Fellowship, I
aspire to have a career in medicine. I have always known
I wanted to be a doctor but never had a clear vision for
who I want to serve or a good reason for why I want to
do it beyond “to help people.” Now, having spent con-
siderable time around lawyers and other non-medical
professionals serving the public interest, I have certainty
that medicine will be my way of addressing injustice.
The Liman Fellowship changed how I view medicine.
I will share what I have learned with peers and medical
professionals throughout my career.

Summer Undergraduate Fellows in discussion at the Colloquium
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Safety and Insecurity: The 28th Annual Colloquium

The Colloquium’s opening panel

Each spring, the Liman Center convenes current and
former Fellows, scholars, students, and experts to reflect
on contemporary problems. The 28th Annual Collo-
quium, Safety and Insecurity, explored how public and
private sectors can respond to concerns about shared
spaces, analyze the sources of unease, and strengthen
communities to include people with diverse needs. The
Colloquium, held April 4 and 5, was co-hosted by the
Brennan Center for Justice at NYU Law School, the
Fines and Fees Justice Center, and UC Berkeley Law’s
Policy Advocacy Clinic.

Judith Resnik and Kate Braner welcomed participants
and sketched the ambitions: to reflect on laws that
claim to promote safety but have differential impacts
and undermine the security of some segments of the
community. Moderated by Resnik, the opening panel,
Facets of a Complex Landscape, included Jorge L. Barén,
Councilmember for King County, Washington; Lisa
Daugaard, Co-Executive Director of “Purpose, Dig-
nity, Action” in Seattle; Dr. Reena Kapoor, Associate
Professor of Psychiatry at Yale School of Medicine and
a Liman-affiliated faculty member; Jamelia Morgan,
Professor of Law and Faculty Director of the Center
for Racial and Disability Justice at Northwestern Pritz-
ker School of Law; Eli Savit, Prosecuting Attorney for
Washtenaw County, Michigan; and Michael K.T. Tan,
then at Yale and now Deputy Director of the ACLU’s

Immigrants’ Rights Project. Bar6n, Daugaard, Morgan,
and Tan are former Liman Fellows.

The panelists explained the deployment of “safety” in
ways that put some people at risk. “From a political per-
spective, the challenge is that the strategy of ‘othering’
has been successful not just in the U.S., but throughout
the world. It is so much easier to scapegoat than to pro-
vide complex solutions,” said Bardn.

Morgan agreed: “Those who live at the margins—
people who are disabled, people who are incarcerated —
are often not included in conversations about safety.”
Kapoor discussed the criminalization of mental illness
and that “safety and security are incredibly subjective
and can be incredibly damaging when weaponized
against people with mental illness.”

Kapoor and Daugaard described the importance of
models of more equitable systems that are attuned to
the lived experiences of vulnerable populations. “We
do not have service-resistant people, we have people-
resistant services,” Daugaard said.

Savit emphasized the importance of inclusive messag-
ing. “We need to convince people that their interests
align with those they are taught to see as ‘other.” If we
build connections, people will find compassion.”
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SESSIONS AT THE COLLOQUIUM

The Street Scape

Hendrik Hartog, Bicentennial Professor in the History
of American Law and Liberty and Professor of History,
Emeritus, Princeton University

Anxiety about Dangerousness

Kellen Funk, Michael E. Patterson Professor of Law,
Columbia Law School

Gideon Yafte, Wesley Newcomb Hohfeld Professor
of Jurisprudence, Professor of Philosophy, and
Professor of Psychology, Yale

Law Enforcement and Immigration

Vanessa Avery, former U.S. Attorney for the District of
Connecticut; Partner, McCarter & English, LLP

Lucas Guttentag, Professor of the Practice of Law,

Stanford Law School; Martin R. Flug Visiting Lecturer and

Senior Research Scholar, Yale Law School

The Challenges for Local and State Governments

Josh Civin, Chief Legal Officer, Baltimore City
Public Schools

Daniel Karpowitz, Undersecretary for Criminal Justice
Policy and Planning, State of Connecticut

Kathy Muse, General Counsel, Illinois Department of
Healthcare and Family Services

Economic Insecurity and Housing

David Louk, Deputy City Attorney, Complex and
Affirmative Litigation Team, San Francisco
City Attorney’s Office

Megan Quattlebaum, Founder and Principal Attorney of
QK Legal PLLC; former Director of The Council on
State Governments Justice Center

Angel Sanchez, candidate for a Ph.D. in Law at Yale;
former Bureau of Justice Assistance Visiting Fellow,
U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs

Institutional Responsiveness: Civil Society,

Universities, and NGOs
Paul Samuels, Director/President, Legal Action Center
McGregor Smyth, Executive Director,

New York Lawyers for the Public Interest

Resiliency and Invention

David Fathi, Director, National Prison Project,
American Civil Liberties Union

Lisa Foster, Co-Founder and Senior Advisor,
Fines and Fees Justice Center

Jamelia Morgan, Professor of Law and Faculty Director,
Center for Racial and Disability Justice,
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law

Jessica Sager, Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer,
All Our Kin
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In a series of focused discussions the next day, 85 col-
loquium participants explored concepts of dangerous-
ness, the interaction between criminal law enforcement
and immigration, the fiscal and political challenges
of local and state government, the impact of recent
changes in federal policies, and the interaction between
economic insecurity and housing. (The agenda is in
the sidebar.) Each session opened with remarks from
a few participants that helped frame the problems and
shape analyses.

“The colloquium is unique in that it generates commu-
nity and deep, honest conversation,” said Ellie Driscoll,
the 2025-2026 Meselson-Liman Fellow. “I came away
energized by my colleagues’ incredible work and with
new tools and ideas to meet this moment.”

Each year, a parallel convening enables the Summer
Undergraduate Fellows to learn about each other and
focus on their upcoming work. Building Public Interest
Networks: The Liman Summer Undergraduate Colloquium
brought together students from nine schools. Under
the guidance of Ibrahim Diallo, then the Curtis-Liman
Fellow and now a Senior Fellow in Residence, under-
graduates discussed the work that they were doing on
their campuses and in their communities. They also
heard from Judge Victor A. Bolden, who has served
for many years as a federal district court judge in the
District of Connecticut and previously worked as Gen-
eral Counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund and Corporation Counsel for the City of
New Haven. Judge Bolden discussed the significance of
public service. Several current and former Fellows gave
advice on how to contribute to and learn from host orga-
nizations and provided insight on public interest career
paths. Panel moderators included two attorneys from
the Office of the Federal Public Defender for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut: Carly Levenson, Assistant Public
Defender and a Liman Fellow in 2017, and Kelly Barrett,
First Assistant Federal Defender. The day concluded
with conversation over New Haven’s famous pizza.

The next colloquium, Liman in the Academy, will take
place April 9 and 10, 2026. More than 40 of the 200
Liman Fellows work as faculty and staff at universities.
The sessions will mix analyses of their scholarship and
teaching with the complexity of the current environ-
ment and challenges to higher education.
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Panelists from Facets of a Complex Landscape, from left: Reena Kate Braner and Judith Resnik welcome participants.
Kapoor, Jamelia Morgan, Judith Resnik, Michael K.T. Tan,
Eli Savit, Lisa Daugaard, and Jorge Bar6n

From left, Joshua Hill, Partner at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Shades of Yale, an undergraduate a cappella group, sang at
Garrison LLP; Joshua Civin, Chief Legal Officer, Baltimore City Public the dinner.
Schools and a 2004 Liman Fellow; and Katherine Tang Newberger,
First Assistant Federal Public Defender for the District of Maryland

From left, Lucas Guttentag, Judith Resnik, and Vanessa Avery, From left, Fellows Jonathan Gibson, Ellie Driscoll, and
on Law Enforcement and Immigration Ryanne Bamieh
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Post-Prison:

Lessening the Burdens of Supervised Release

Research to Inform Proposed Changes for Federal

Supervised Release

\

The Arthur Liman Center for Public Interest Law

CoLLEcTING ConDITIONS:

A SNAPSHOT

OF SUPERVISED RELEASE IN 2023
IN THE U.S. DisTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF CoNNEcTICUT

Yale Law School

In the federal system, more than 9o percent of defen-
dants sentenced to prison also receive a term of super-
vised release, which begins when people leave prison.
Congress created supervised release as a transition, so
that probation officers support rehabilitation while also
providing oversight to deter criminal conduct and pro-
tect the public.

When sentencing, judges decide the duration of super-
vision and the rules (conditions) that are to be followed.
Examples include submitting to substance testing, par-
ticipating in drug and mental health treatment pro-
grams, leaving jurisdictions only with permission, and
refraining from contact with people who have felony
convictions. A person who is charged with and found
to have violated conditions of supervised release may
be reimprisoned.

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025

January 28, 2025

To begin to learn about conditions imposed, the Liman
Center analyzed sentencing orders for 74 defendants
who had been represented by the Office of the Federal
Public Defender for the District of Connecticut in 2023.
The Center circulated a draft that was discussed at a
roundtable with district court judges, federal public
defenders, members of the U.S. Attorneys’ Office,
probation officers, health care providers, and Yale Law
School faculty and students. The resulting report,
Collecting Conditions: A Snapshot of Supervised Release in
2023 in the U.S. District Court for the District of Connecticut,
published in 2025, documented that judges imposed
supervised release for almost all defendants and that,
despite differences in the underlying convictions and
the goal of individualization, judges imposed similar
sets of conditions.
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The Report was issued when the U.S. Sentencing
Commission was considering changes to its sentenc-
ing guidelines and had requested public comment.
The Liman Center submitted its Collecting Conditions
Report and recommended reforms; we proposed that
supervised release be tailored to individual circum-
stances and that only conditions necessary to fulfill stat-
utory requirements be imposed at sentencing. Given
that release comes months or years after sentencing,
the Liman Center suggested that judges revisit condi-
tions after release to modify or eliminate requirements
no longer necessary for rehabilitative goals. The Center
also proposed that, whenever imposed, conditions take
into account an individual’s health and cognitive chal-
lenges, and that early termination be considered after
one year of compliance.

At the March 2025 public hearing, witnesses and mem-
bers of the Commission cited the Liman Report. In April,
the Commission proposed amendments that empha-
sized the need for judges to individualize decisions at
all stages of supervised release; that after a person is

released from prison, judges reassess the length of time
to be spent and the conditions; and that judges consider
alternatives to reimprisonment if conditions are vio-
lated. In a recent case about the purposes of supervised
release and the reasons to revoke it, the U.S. Supreme
Court interpreted the statutes governing supervised
release to mean that judges were not to look back at the
underlying offense to add more punishment but con-
sider deterrence, incapacitation, and rehabilitation.

The Liman Center is collaborating with the RAND Cor-
poration to propose a study of the interactions between
people on release and probation officers so as to illumi-
nate how supervision works in practice and the bases
for proposing people be returned to prison. One aim
is to learn about the impact of “technical violations,”
such as missing probation meetings or crossing state
lines without permission, as contrasted with violations
involving new crimes. To read Collecting Conditions, visit
the Liman website and select “Liman Center Reports
and Testimony.”

Helping Limit the Use of Supervised Release: Q&A with Curtis-Liman

Fellow Ibrahim Diallo

Ibrahim Diallo, a Senior Fellow in Residence at the
Liman Center and the 2024-2025 Curtis-Liman Fellow,
shares how he became involved with the Center and his
work at the Office of the Federal Public Defender.

What inspired you to pursue a career in public
interest law?

My path to law wasn’t straightforward. After college, I
worked in banking for about five years. I knew I wanted
to go to law school, but I wanted to work first and help
my family financially. Along the way, I acquired skills
in financial modeling and data analysis, which continue
to serve me well. After that, I worked for about a year
as a court interpreter in New York, mostly in family,
housing, and criminal court, interpreting for people in
Fulani, which is my native language.

What really stayed with me was seeing the relief people
felt when they heard someone speaking their language.
Court is so complex to begin with—imagine it in a for-
eign language. I was also struck by the care with which
public defenders served their clients. Seeing them help
people navigate complicated situations and cases, I
knew that I wanted to pursue public interest law, par-
ticularly criminal defense.

How did you get involved with the Liman
Center, and what does your role entail?

While at Columbia Law School, my first summer intern-
ship was with the Office of the Federal Public Defender
in New Haven. After graduation, I worked for a couple
years as a staff attorney for the New York Taxi Workers
Alliance where I represented taxi, Uber, and Lyft drivers
in state and federal court. I then clerked at the Federal
District Court for the District of Connecticut and the
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Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. As I was think-
ing about post-clerkship employment, I reached out to
my mentors at the defender’s office, learned about the
Curtis-Liman Fellowship, and applied.

I was excited about the opportunity to work on sys-
temic issues —like supervised release —by representing
individual clients and, more broadly, by teaching and
engaging in research alongside Liman Center faculty.
This year, as a Senior Fellow in Residence, I will con-
tinue with my research and teaching through Liman,
as well as help supervise students through the Jerome
N. Frank Legal Services Organization. I also will work
on strategic litigation with the Office of the Federal
Public Defender.

What are some of the structural challenges
with supervised release?

The conditions themselves make sense in theory. They
are meant to help people stay on track, protect the com-
munity, and keep people from committing new crimes,
which are great goals. But the reality is, people can-
not always meet these conditions, sometimes for rea-
sons largely outside of their control. So we have this
stick that we hold in front of them: “If you don’t do
all these things, you go back to prison.” Yet we don’t
have enough support to help them meet the condi-
tions. Employment, housing, addiction, mental health
challenges: these are complex issues that are difficult to
navigate for people without a criminal history. They are
much more difficult for someone who has finished serv-
ing a prison sentence. We must have support systems to
help people through these obstacles. But who is going
to provide those resources?

Can you share a specific example from your
work with the Office of the Federal Public
Defender?

I represented a client charged with violating super-

vised release. His conditions required full-time work.
He had an intellectual disability diagnosed in childhood
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and had long received disability benefits because he
was unable to work. Despite this, he was told to get a
job or risk being returned to prison. He volunteered
for a while, but after he stopped, his probation officer
demanded proof of job applications. The client could
not use the internet effectively, yet he was expected to
search and apply for jobs online. When asked daily
what he had done and where he had applied, he became
frustrated and yelled at the officer. This response was
treated as failing to follow instructions and not meet-
ing work requirements—violations for something he
could not do. This kind of mismatch is a core problem
in the system.

What was your role with the Collecting
Conditions report?

I used the research findings to shape recommendations
for judges, probation officers, prosecutors, and defense
counsel on how to make supervised release more effec-
tive. As we finished the Report, the U.S. Sentencing
Commission issued proposed rules addressing many of
the same problems we identified—lack of individual-
ized conditions, requirements unrelated to the offense,
and confusion over when supervision should end. It
was rewarding to see the Liman Center’s work align
with national efforts to improve supervised release.

Looking ahead, what gives you hope that we
can build a fairer system when it comes to
supervised release?

It’s all about dialogue. I think more stakeholders need
to understand our clients the way we, as attorneys,
understand them and the hardships they’re facing. We
also need to be more realistic about what the courts and
probation are capable of in terms of resources to sup-
port people in meeting the conditions placed on them.
More discussion —informed by data, which we hope to
obtain through research with RAND —gives me hope
that we can work toward fewer conditions or fewer peo-
ple on supervised release.



Incarcerated People’s Problems, Needs, and Rights

Family, Finances, and the Future: Workshops at FCl Danbury

This year, Liman Center faculty and students led two
workshops at the Federal Correctional Institution (FCI)
in Danbury, Connecticut. The workshops were part of
Access to Justice’s Civil Legal Empowerment, Access,
and Reentry (CLEAR) program, which provided peo-
ple in custody with tools to address civil legal issues
during and after incarceration. Sessions were held at
FCI Danbury for men and at the Danbury Federal Sat-
ellite Low and FCI Danbury Camp for women.

At one program, Judith Resnik, Kate Braner, and Grace
Watkins (then a law student and now the Resnik-Curtis
Fellow) joined Nina Wu, Senior Counsel at the Depart-
ment of Justice’s Office for Access to Justice, to discuss

family law. Topics included the challenges of getting
married while incarcerated and of supporting and being
in relationships with children during incarceration and
after release. Resnik and Braner returned with Senior
Fellow in Residence Ibrahim Diallo to lead sessions
about budgeting, managing assets and debts, opening
and maintaining bank accounts, and fiscal planning.
The aim was to share information about financial tools
helpful for a successful transition after release. The
lively exchange and questions helped clarify the diffi-
culties that incarceration imposes and potential avenues
to lessen them.

Supporting the Right to Vote—For All

Ahead of the 2024 elections, the Liman Center launched
an initiative to ensure that eligible voters incarcer-
ated in Connecticut could exercise their right to vote.
In collaboration with community partners and people
who have been in custody, Liman students and faculty
developed a brochure outlining the steps for register-
ing and voting by absentee ballot while in custody. This
guide was mailed to over 4,000 individuals confined in
Connecticut facilities who were likely eligible to vote;
also included were a sample letter on how to request an
absentee ballot application and a complete list of town
clerks’ and registrars’ addresses.

N
Plos
&3

N

.

In addition, at the behest of the Liman Center, the
Connecticut Department of Correction made voting
information available on tablets accessible to people
in custody. The digital “Voting Rights” chapter— part
of a broader Connecticut Prisoners’ Rights manual—
provided a detailed, step-by-step explanation of voting
eligibility, registration, and absentee ballot procedures,
as well as historical context and the importance of
civic participation.
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INCARCERATED PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS, NEEDS, AND RIGHTS

Impermissible Punishments: How Prison Became a Problem

for Democracy

Can prisons escape their ties to plantations and concen-
tration camps? In her book, Impermissible Punishments:
How Prison Became a Problem for Democracy, published
in September by the University of Chicago Press, Judith
Resnik explores the history of punishment inside
prisons and the rules that orga-
nize prisons. Resnik charts the
invention of the corrections
profession that called for decent
conditions while imposing radi-
cal restrictions on human move-
ment as if doing so was normal.
She weaves together the stories of
people who debated how
to punish and the stories
of people living under the
regimes that resulted.

Painfully relevant today as
some government officials
embrace dehumanizing punishments anew,
Impermissible Punishments excavates the first-
ever international rules aiming to improve
the treatment of prisoners, which the League
of Nations adopted in 1934 as the Nazis rose
to power. Her trans-Atlantic account docu-
ments the impact of World War II, the United
Nations, the U.S. Civil Rights Movement, and
of pioneering prisoners who insisted law pro-
tected their dignity as individuals. Resnik maps
the results, including a trial in the United States
about the constitutionality of whipping, which
was Arkansas’ preferred “discipline” in the
1960s. This book traces the constitutional chal-
lenges thereafter to hyper-crowded cells, filth,
violence, and profound isolation, as well as the
cross-border expansion of the prison industry,
waves of abolition efforts, and the impact of
legal precepts rejecting “excessive,” “cruel and
unusual,” and “degrading” sanctions. Explor-
ing the interdependency of people in and out of
prisons, Impermissible Punishments argues that
governments committed to equality cannot set
out to ruin people and therefore many contem-
porary forms of punishment need to end.

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025

As Reginald Dwayne Betts, founder and CEO of Free-
dom Reads, author of Doggerel: Poems, and a current
Liman Senior Scholar in Residence and former Liman
Fellow, explains,

Judith Resnik
shapes and explicates a compelling framework

“In  Impermissible Punishments,
to understand incarceration: the anti-ruination
principle. More than a critique of incarceration,
her argument is aslant, reckoning with the legal,
historical, and moral—on the way towards a
definition of justice that places the burden of it
on those who might punish—recognizing that

punishment, at its core, must not ruin.”
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INCARCERATED PEOPLE’S PROBLEMS, NEEDS, AND RIGHTS

Impermissible Punishments begins with a reproduction
of the handwritten petition (on previous page) that
Winston Talley smuggled out of the Arkansas prison
and succeeded in getting filed in the federal court
for the Eastern District of Arkansas. He asked the
judge to order an end to “flogging,” as Arkansas used
whips to “discipline” prisoners who had not picked
the amount of okra, cucumbers, or cotton prescribed.
The judge appointed preeminent lawyers to represent
Talley and his co-plaintifts and held that prisoners had
rights of access to court, but that Arkansas officials
were permitted to whip if a decision was made on
the merits of the allegations of misbehavior, and
if no more than ten lashes at a time were applied.
After other prisoners challenged the practice, more
lawyers were appointed, and a three-day trial was
held. Federal judges again licensed whipping, subject
to procedural requirements. In 1968, the Honorable
Harry Blackmun, writing for the panel of judges on
the Eighth Circuit before he was on the U.S. Supreme
Court, held that whipping was “cruel and unusual
punishment.” The transcript of the whipping trial and
more materials related to the book can be found at
https://impermissible punishments.law.yale.edu.

New Sightlines for Seeing Solitary

Since its launch in 2023, the Liman Center’s Seeing
Solitary website — https: //seeingsolitary.limancenter.yale.
edu—has provided a comprehensive public resource
on the use of solitary confinement in the United
States. Developed by Liman faculty and students, the
site brings together detailed data on the scope, demo-
graphics, and conditions of individuals kept isolated in
prison, making the practice more visible to policymak-
ers, advocates, and the public. The website has helped
inform policy debates around the use of solitary con-
finement; the hope is to lessen and eliminate the use of
profound isolation.

In the coming year, the Liman Center will add new layers
of analysis focused on state legislation regulating isola-
tion. Some statutes require data collection and report-
ing, and the website will make that information more
accessible than it is now. Currently, at least 30 states and

In conjunction with the book’s publication and to mark
contemporary debates about the form punishment
should take, Yale Law School’s Oscar M. Ruebhausen
Fund is supporting a conference, Punishment at the
Crossroads. Co-hosts are Fiona Doherty, Nathan Baker
Clinical Professor of Law and Director of the Jerome N.
Frank Legal Services Organization at Yale Law School,
who was also the first Senior Liman Fellow in Residence;
Elizabeth Hinton, Class of 1954 Professor of History
and of Black Studies and a Professor of Law at Yale and
a Liman-affiliated faculty member; and Gideon Yaffe,
Wesley Newcomb Hohfeld Professor of Jurisprudence,
Professor of Philosophy, and Professor of Psychology at
Yale. The conference is also co-sponsored by the edi-
tors of the international and interdisciplinary journal,
Punishment & Society. The conference will begin with a
panel including Resnik, Betts, and Hinton. They will
be joined by Emily Bazelon, a staft writer for The New
York Times Magazine and a member of Liman’s Advi-
sory Council, and Heather Ann Thompson, the Frank
W. Thompson Collegiate Professor of History and
Afroamerican and African Studies at the University of
Michigan, and author of Blood in the Water: The Attica
Prison Uprising of 1971 and Its Legacy.

the United States require some reporting related to sol-
itary confinement. Most of the reports contain a tally of
the number of individuals in solitary confinement bro-
ken down by gender, age, and race. Some reports con-
tain additional data points such as the duration of the
confinement and the reasons individuals were placed in

solitary confinement.
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The Liman Community

Liman in Conversation: Highlights of Last Year’s Events

The Liman Center hosts panel discussions, lectures, and other events to engage the Yale Law School community and

beyond in public interest issues.

TRUTH THROUGH FICTION: JOSHUA PERRY
ON LAW, STORIES, AND THE LIMITS OF THE
COURTROOM

Braner, left, and Perry

In October 2024, the Liman Center and Yale Law School
Defenders hosted former Connecticut Solicitor General
Joshua Perry for a conversation on public defense and
ethical considerations in telling your clients’ stories.
Perry discussed his debut novel, Seraphim (Melville
House, 2024), set in post-Katrina New Orleans and
rooted in his experiences as a public defender. The dis-
cussion, moderated by Kate Braner, explored how fic-
tion can express truths the courtroom cannot. “I wrote
this novel because I wanted to say some things about
the work and the kids that I served that I couldn’t say
through nonfiction,” Perry said. He reflected on the
moral responsibility of defenders to humanize their cli-
ents and the strategic power of narrative. “The key part
of the story is making the jurors recognize that they are
the ones who can—the only ones who can—restore us
to this place of happiness that was the status quo.”
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HEALTH CARE CHALLENGES WOMEN FACE
IN DETENTION AND AFTER

In November 2024, the Liman Center co-hosted a
panel with the Yale Women Faculty Forum (WFF),
the SEICHE Center for Health and Justice, and the
Solomon Center for Health Law and Policy. The event
highlighted how prisons fail to meet the health needs of
incarcerated women. Judith Resnik described decades
of calls for reform. Panelists detailed how incarcerated
women face delayed care, unaffordable copays, and
medical decisions at the discretion of correctional
officers. Yale Prison Education Initiative Fellows Marisol
Garcia and Brittany Lamarr shared their experiences
with health care during incarceration. “Women who are
coming into carceral facilities often have a lot of unmet
physical and mental health needs,” Lamarr said. Reentry
poses its own challenges; according to Yale physician
Dr. Jaimie Meyer, “The risk of death is 14 times higher
than that of the general population in the first two weeks
after release.” Marisol Orihuela, Clinical Professor of
Law at Yale and a 2008 Liman Fellow, highlighted the
difficulties facing gender-nonconforming individuals
and people with significant mental disabilities. Monica
Bell, Professor of Law at Yale and a 2010 Liman Fellow,
encouraged rethinking imprisonment altogether.

From left, Garcia, Lamarr, Orihuela, Meyer, Resnik, and
Bell. Nina Stachenfeld (standing), WFF Chair and
Senior Research Scientist in Obstetrics, Gynecology, and
Reproductive Sciences, gave opening remarks.



THE LINKS BETWEEN LABOR AND
IMMIGRATION LAW

Seated from left, Tan, Yanik, and Diallo, joined on screen by
Luna Le6n

At a January panel co-hosted by the Liman Center and
the Quinnipiac University School of Law Center on
Dispute Resolution, speakers explored how labor and
immigration laws often fail to protect vulnerable work-
ers. Mary Yanik, Director of the Immigrants’ Rights
Clinic at Tulane Law School and a 2015 Liman Fel-
low, described immigration enforcement as a historic
tool for labor control. “The history of immigration is
a history of racial exclusion and of using immigration
enforcement as a blunt tool of labor regulation,” she
said. Yanik and others stressed how fear of retaliation
prevents workers from speaking out. Ibrahim Diallo,
then the Curtis-Liman Fellow and now a Liman Senior
Fellow in Residence, shared how grassroots advocacy
helped rideshare and taxi drivers win protections in
New York. Juan Fernando Luna Ledn, a 2024 Liman
Fellow, described unions securing immigration protec-
tions through contracts. Michael K.T. Tan, then at Yale
Law School and now Deputy Director of the ACLU’s
Immigrant Rights Project as well as a Liman Fellow in
2008, emphasized progress made over time: “There are
ways in which our movements are more equipped to
answer this call than before.”

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

IMMIGRATION IN CRISIS: PRACTICING
IMMIGRATION LAW IN A TIME OF FEAR AND
FLUX

As the federal government altered immigration poli-
cies at a rapid pace, a panel co-hosted in May by the
Quinnipiac University School of Law Center on Dis-
pute Resolution and the Liman Center addressed the
challenges for both clients and attorneys in immigra-
tion law. Moderator Sheila Hayre, Clinical Professor of
Law at Quinnipiac University School of Law, empha-
sized that immigration law is “a test of who we are as a
society.” Emily Norman, Managing Director at Kids in
Need of Defense in Hartford, described the increased
needs of immigrant children coupled with uncertainty
in funding to meet those needs. Michael Boyle, who
practices law in this area, highlighted the chilling eftect
of arrests in courthouses and communities. Brittany
Eckard of Roberts Immigration Law Group described
sudden policy changes that impact even well-resourced
clients. “These policies are not abstract,” Norman said.
“They affect people’s everyday lives.”

From left, Hayre, Norman, Boyle, and Eckard
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Liman Alums: Where They Are Now

Since its founding, the Liman Center has awarded more than 200 one-year law fellowships. Most
alums remain in the public sector. As people often change positions, below is a snapshot of where

most were in the fall of 2025.

Academia
18%

Public Interest
Organizations
44%

ACADEMIA
Celina Aldape

Adjunct Professor and

Supervising Attorney, Fair
Housing Clinic
Howard University School of Law

Washington, DC

2017 Liman Fellow

Sophie Angelis
PhD Candidate
University of Oslo
Oslo, Norway
2021 Liman Fellow

Kristen Bell

Assistant Professor

University of Oregon School of
Law

Eugene, OR

2016-2018 Senior Fellow in
Residence
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Fellow Alums by Sector

Monica Bell
Professor of Law
Yale Law School
New Haven, CT
2010 Liman Fellow

Stephanie Biedermann

Senior Lecturer

University of Hong Kong
Department of Law

Hong Kong

2007 Liman Fellow

Benjamin Plener Cover

Associate Professor of Law

University of Idaho College of
Law

Boise, ID

2009 Liman Fellow

Government

Private Sector
20%

Samuel Davis

Clinical Instructor, Election Law
Clinic

Harvard Law School

Cambridge, MA

2022 Liman Fellow

Ibrahim Diallo

Senior Liman Center Fellow in
Residence,

Yale Law School

New Haven, CT

2024 Curtis-Liman Fellow,
2025-2026 Senior Fellow in
Residence

Fiona Doherty

Nathan Baker Clinical Professor
of Law; Director, Jerome
N. Frank Legal Services
Organization

Yale Law School

New Haven, CT

2011 Senior Fellow in Residence



Laura Fernandez

Clinical Lecturer in Law; Senior
Liman Center Fellow in
Residence

Yale Law School

New Haven, CT

2015-2026 Senior Fellow in
Residence

Natalia Friedlander

Associate Professor of Law

Roger Williams University School
of Law

Bristol, RI

2018 Resnik-Curtis Fellow

John Giammatteo

Associate Professor

University at Buffalo School of
Law

Buffalo, NY

2019 Liman Fellow

Tianna Gibbs

Professor of Law; Director of the
Gender Justice Clinic

American University Washington
College of Law

Washington, DC

2008 Liman Fellow

Alexandra Harrington

Associate Professor; Director of
the Criminal Justice Advocacy
Clinic; Director of the
Innocence and Justice Project

University at Buffalo School of
Law

Buffalo, NY

2018-2020 Fellow in Residence

Zahra Hayat

Postdoctoral Fellow

Harvard Academy for
International & Area Studies

Cambridge, MA

2008 Liman Fellow

Susan Hazeldean

Associate Dean of Experiential
Education; Assistant Professor
of Law and Founder; Director,
LGBT Advocacy Clinic

Brooklyn Law School

Brooklyn, NY

2001 Liman Fellow

Brian Highsmith

Assistant Professor

UCLA School of Law

Los Angeles, CA

2020-2021 Fellow in Residence;
2024 Affiliated Fellow

Duncan Hosie

Academic Fellow, Stanford
Constitutional Law Center

Stanford Law School

Stanford, CA

2021 Liman Fellow

Charisa Kiy6 Smith

Associate Professor of Law;
Co-Director, Family Law
Practice Clinic

CUNY School of Law

Long Island City, NY

2006 Liman Fellow

Grace Li

Assistant Professor of Criminal
Law

Ohio State University Moritz
College of Law

Columbus, OH

2021-2023 Fellow in Residence

Andrea Marsh

Director, Richard and Ginni
Mithoft Pro Bono Program

University of Texas School of Law

Austin, TX

2002 Liman Fellow

Allegra McLeod

Professor of Law

Georgetown University Law
Center

Washington, DC

2008 Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

Grace Meng

Executive Director, David J.
Epstein Program in Public
Interest Law and Policy

UCLA School of Law

Los Angeles, CA

2003 Liman Fellow

Jamelia Morgan

Professor of Law; Faculty
Director, Center for Racial and
Disability Justice

Northwestern University Pritzker
School of Law

Chicago, IL

2015 Liman Fellow

Wynne Muscatine Graham
Climenko Fellow

Harvard University
Cambridge, MA

2023 Resnik-Curtis Fellow

Lindsay Nash

Professor of Law; Clinical
Professor of Law; Co-Director,
Kathryn O. Greenberg
Immigration Justice Clinic

Benjamin Cardozo School of Law

New York, NY

2010 Liman Fellow

Marisol Orihuela

Clinical Professor of Law, Mental
Health Justice Clinic, Criminal
Justice Advocacy Clinic

Yale Law School

New Haven, CT

2008 Liman Fellow

Jonathan Petkun

Associate Professor of Law
Duke University School of Law
Durham, NC

2019-2021 Fellow in Residence
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Nina Rabin

Clinical Professor of Law;
Director of Clinical Education;
Director of the Immigrant
Family Legal Clinic

UCLA School of Law

Los Angeles, CA

2012-2013 Fellow in Residence

Ryan Sakoda

Associate Professor of Law

University of California, Berkeley
School of Law

Berkeley, CA

2015 Liman Fellow

Joseph Schottenfeld

Bigelow Fellow

University of Chicago Law School
Chicago, IL

2020 Liman Fellow

Larry Schwartztol

Professor of Practice; Faculty
Director, Democracy and the
Rule of Law Clinic

Harvard Law School

Cambridge, MA

2006 Liman/Brennan Center
Fellow

Zal Shroff

Assistant Professor; Director,
Equality & Justice In-House &
Practice Clinic

CUNY School of Law

Long Island City, NY

2020-2021 Fellow in Residence

Rachel Shur

Westerfield Fellow

Loyola University New Orleans
College of Law

New Orleans, LA

2017 Liman Fellow

Sofia Yakren
Professor of Law
CUNY School of Law
Long Island City, NY
2005 Liman Fellow
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Jenny Zhao

Clinical Supervising Attorney;
Lecturer in Law, Immigrants’
Rights Clinic

Stanford Law School

Stanford, CA

2012 Liman Fellow

CHILDREN, EDUCATION &
FAMILIES

Joshua Civin

Chief Legal Officer

Baltimore City Public Schools
Baltimore, MD

2004 Liman Fellow

Kim Pattillo Brownson

Director of Policy, Strategy and
Partnerships

Ballmer Group

Los Angeles, CA

200§ Liman Fellow

Freya Pitts

Directing Attorney

National Center for Youth Law
Oakland, CA

2015 Liman Fellow

Jessica Sager

Co-Founder and Chief Executive
Officer

All Our Kin

New Haven, CT

1999 Liman Fellow

CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES &
ECONOMIC JUSTICE

Hannah Abelow

Supervising Attorney,
Homeowner Affirmative
Litigation

Community Economic Defense
Project

Denver, CO

2021 Liman Fellow

Anna Arkin-Gallagher

Associate Director, Civil Justice
Practice

Brooklyn Defender Services

Brooklyn, NY

2014 Liman Fellow

Sameera Fazili
Senior Fellow
Roosevelt Institute
Washington, DC
2006 Liman Fellow

Sophie Laing

Student Loan and Consumer
Attorney

Pine Tree Legal Assistance

Portland, ME

2021 Liman Fellow

Dana Montalto

Lecturer-on-Law; Associate
Director, Veterans Legal Clinic
Legal Services Center

Harvard Law School

Cambridge, MA

2014 Liman Fellow

CIVIL RIGHTS/
CIVIL LIBERTIES

Tiffany Bailey

Munger, Tolles & Olson Staff
Attorney

ACLU of Southern California

Los Angeles, CA

2019 Liman Fellow

Alicia Bannon

Director, Judiciary Program
Brennan Center for Justice
New York, NY

2009 Liman Fellow

Josh Blecher-Cohen

Appellate Counsel, Constitutional
Accountability Center

Washington, DC

2020 Liman Fellow



Olevia Boykin

Formerly Senior Manager, Policy
Legal (as of 2024)

Campaign Zero

2018 Liman Fellow

Alyssa Briody

Team Leader, Civil Rights and
Law Reform Unit

Brooklyn Defender Services

Brooklyn, NY

2013 Liman Fellow

Yael Caplan

Fellow, Program for the Study of
Reproductive Justice

Yale Law School

New York, NY

2023 Liman Fellow

Catherine Chen
Counsel

Protect Democracy
Washington, DC
2019 Liman Fellow

Alice Clapman

Senior Counsel, Reproductive
Freedom Project

ACLU of the District of Columbia

Washington, DC

2006 Liman Fellow

Ryan Cooper
Senior Counsel
Democracy Forward
Washington, DC
2017 Liman Fellow

Lisa Daugaard
Co-Executive Director
Purpose. Dignity. Action.
Seattle, WA

1998 Liman Fellow

Daniel Freeman

Litigation Director

Democratic National Committee
Washington, DC

2007 Liman Fellow

Cyd Fremmer Oppenheimer

Supervising Attorney

Connecticut Veterans Legal
Center

‘West Haven, CT

2004 Liman Fellow

Jean C. Han

Formerly Practitioner-in-
Residence, Women & the Law
Clinic

American University

Washington College of Law

Washington, DC

2009 Liman Fellow

Charlie Jiang

Liman Law Fellow

Asian American Legal Defense
and Education Fund

Boston, MA

2024 Liman Fellow

Pardiss Kebriaei

Senior Staft Attorney

Center for Constitutional Rights

New York, NY

2023-2024 Senior Fellow in
Residence

Sonia Kumar

Senior Staft Attorney
ACLU of Maryland
Baltimore, MD

2009 Liman Fellow

Eliza Leighton
Executive Director
American Pride Rises
Silver Spring, MD
2005 Liman Fellow

Yenisey Rodriguez

Senior Counsel

Democracy Forward
Washington, DC

2018 Meselson-Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

Diala Shamas

Senior Staft Attorney

Center for Constitutional Rights
New York, NY

2011 Liman Fellow

McGregor Smyth

Executive Director

New York Lawyers for the Public
Interest

New York, NY

2003 Liman Fellow

Jessica Vosburgh

Senior Staft Attorney

Center for Constitutional Rights
Birmingham, AL

2014 Liman Fellow

Adrien Weibgen

Associate Director of Training
Movement Law Lab

New York, NY

2014 Liman Fellow

Adrienna Wong

Senior Staft Attorney

ACLU of Southern California
Los Angeles, CA

2010 Liman Fellow

CRIMINAL DEFENSE

Sarah Baumgartel

Assistant Federal Defender

Federal Defenders of New York

New York, NY

2015-2016 Senior Fellow in
Residence

Burke Butler
Executive Director
Texas Defender Service
Austin, TX

2013 Liman Fellow
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Eli Feasley

Data Scientist

Neighborhood Defender Service
of Detroit

Detroit, MI

2021 Liman Fellow

Elise Grifka Wander
Supervising Assistant Public
Defender, Death Penalty

Department

Office of the Ohio Public
Defender

Columbus, OH

2020 Liman Fellow

Jeremy Kaplan-Lyman

Legal Director

Juvenile Public Defenders Office,
County of Travis

Austin, TX

2013 Liman Fellow

Carly Levenson

Assistant Federal Defender

Office of the Federal Public
Defender, District of
Connecticut

New Haven, CT

2017 Liman Fellow

Joseph Luby

Assistant Public Defender, Habeas
Corpus Unit

Federal Community Defender
Office for the Eastern District of
Pennsylvania

Philadelphia, PA

2001 Liman Fellow

Maya Menlo

Assistant Youth Appellate
Defender

Michigan State Appellate
Defender Office

Detroit, MI

2018 Liman Fellow
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Isadora Ruyter-Harcourt
Trial Attorney

New York Defender Services
New York, NY

2021 Liman Fellow

Mary Ella Simmons

Staff Attorney, Special Litigation
Team

Orleans Public Defenders

New Orleans, LA

2020 Liman Fellow

Medha Swaminathan
Attorney

Metropolitan Public Defender
Portland, OR

2022 Liman Fellow

Ruth Swift

Deputy Public Defender
Colorado State Public Defender
Grand Junction, CO

2015 Liman Fellow

Theodore Torres

Trial Attorney

Federal Defenders of San Diego
San Diego, CA

2018 Liman Fellow

Alyssa Work

Staff Attorney

The Bronx Defenders
Bronx, NY

2013 Liman Fellow

Megan Yan

Staft Attorney

Public Defender Service for the
District of Columbia

Washington, DC

2020 Resnik-Curtis Fellow

CRIMINAL LAW REFORM/
PRISONERS’ RIGHTS

Dwayne Betts
Founder and Director
Freedom Reads

New Haven, CT

2016 Liman Fellow

Chesa Boudin

Executive Director, Criminal Law
and Justice Center

University of California, Berkeley
School of Law

Berkeley, CA

2012 Liman Fellow

Corey Guilmette
Co-Executive Director, Legal
Services and Operations
Civil Survivor Project

Seattle, WA
2016 Liman Fellow

Margot Mendelson
Executive Director
Prison Law Office
Berkeley, CA

2009 Liman Fellow

David Menschel
President and Director
Vital Projects Fund
New York, NY

2002 Liman Fellow

Megha Ram

Staff Attorney
Prison Law Office
Berkeley, CA

2019 Liman Fellow

Sia Sanneh

Senior Attorney

Equal Justice Initiative

Montgomery, AL

2007 Liman Fellow, 2011-2013
Fellow in Residence



Elizabeth Guild Simpson
Strategic Director; Attorney
Emancipate NC

Durham, NC

2010 Liman Fellow

Emily Washington

Deputy Director

Roderick & Solange MacArthur
Justice Center

New Orleans, LA

2011 Liman Fellow

Seth Wayne

Senior Counsel and Criminal
Reform Litigation Coordinator,
Institute for Constitutional
Advocacy and Protection

Georgetown University Law
Center

Washington, DC

2011 Liman Fellow

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Seth Atkinson
Freelance Attorney
Quillback Consulting
Santa Cruz, CA

2010 Liman Fellow

Joshua Berman

Senior Attorney, Environmental
Law Program

Sierra Club

Washington, DC

2009 Liman Fellow

Tania Galloni

Managing Attorney, Florida
Earthjustice

Miami, FL

2002 Liman Fellow

Nathan Leys

Staff Attorney
FarmSTAND
Washington, DC
2020 Liman Fellow

GOVERNMENT

Jorge Barén
Councilmember, District 4
King County Council
Seattle, WA

2005 Liman Fellow

Joshua Bendor

Solicitor General

Arizona Office of the Attorney
General

Phoenix, AZ

2014 Liman Fellow

Forrest Dunbar
Senator, District J
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK

2012 Liman Fellow

Rebecca Engel

General Counsel, Office of
Immigrant Affairs

Mayor’s Office, City of New York

New York, NY

2009 Liman Fellow

Romy Ganschow

Chief Deputy City Attorney,
Consumer Protection Unit

City of Santa Monica City
Attorney’s Office

Santa Monica, CA

2012 Liman Fellow

Lynsey Gaudioso

Attorney

Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes of the Flathead Nation

San Francisco, CA

2017 Liman Fellow

Bassam Gergi

Special Assistant to the Solicitor
General

New Jersey Office of the Attorney
General

Newark, NJ

2019 Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

Emily Gerrick

Chief of Staff

Austin City Council, District 7
Austin, TX

2014 Liman Fellow

Danny Haidar

Formerly Assistant Attorney
General, Civil Rights and
Elections Division

Michigan Department of Attorney
General

Lansing, MI

2024 Liman Fellow

Paige Herwig

Deputy General Counsel for
Economic Growth

U.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, DC

2006 Liman Fellow

Serena Hoy

Director General’s Special Envoy
for Regular Migration Pathways

International Organization for
Migration

Geneva, Switzerland

2001 Liman Fellow

Diana Li Kim

Deputy Solicitor General

California Department of Justice,
Office of the Solicitor General

San Francisco, CA

2019 Liman Fellow

Hava Mirell

Assistant U.S. Attorney

U.S. Attorney’s Office for the
Central District of California

Los Angeles, CA

2017 Liman Fellow

Allison Morte

Staff Attorney (as of 2024)

Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office
Los Angeles, CA

2019 Liman Fellow
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Kathy Muse

General Counsel

Illinois Department of Healthcare
and Family Services

Chicago, IL

2009 Liman Fellow

Nathan Nash

Staff Attorney

Federal Trade Commission
Chicago, IL

2017 Liman Fellow

Adam Rice

Assistant Attorney General

Colorado Office of the Attorney
General

Denver, CO

2019 Liman Fellow

Anna Rich

Deputy Attorney General,
Healthcare Rights & Access
Section

California Department of Justice,
Office of the Attorney General

Oakland, CA

2006 Liman Fellow

Kenneth Sugarman

Deputy Attorney General

California Department of Justice,
Office of the Attorney General

San Francisco, CA

2000 Liman Fellow

Henry Weaver

Assistant Attorney General
Illinois Attorney General’s Office
Chicago, IL

2018 Liman Fellow

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

Ady Barkan (1983-2023)

Founder and Co-Executive
Director

Be A Hero

Santa Barbara, CA

2010 Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025

Rebecca Bernhardt

Program Director

Texas Physicians for Social
Responsibility

Austin, TX

2000 Liman Fellow

Alison Hirschel

Director and Managing Attorney
Michigan Elder Justice Initiative
Lansing, MI

1997 Liman Fellow

IMMIGRATION

Spencer Amdur

Senior Staft Attorney

ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project
San Francisco, CA

2013 Liman Fellow

Caitlin Bellis

Policy and Community Advocacy
Attorney

National Immigration Project

Washington, DC

2015 Liman Fellow

Diane de Gramont

Senior Attorney, Immigration and
Legal Advocacy

National Center for Youth Law

Oakland, CA

2019 Meselson-Liman Fellow

Raquiba Huq

Supervising Attorney/Vice
President and Assistant General
Counsel

Legal Services of New Jersey

Edison, NJ

2007 Liman Fellow

Kristen Jackson

Interim VP, Chief Legal Officer
Public Counsel

Los Angeles, CA

2003 Liman Fellow

Tom Jawetz

Senior Fellow, Immigration Policy
Center for American Progress
Washington, DC

2004 Liman Fellow

Stacie Jonas

Immigration Group Coordinator
Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
Austin, TX

2008 Liman Fellow

Joanne Lee

Senior Managing Attorney
Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project
New York, NY

2018 Liman Fellow

Edward McCarthy
Supervising Attorney
Brooklyn Defender Services
Brooklyn, NY

2012 Liman Fellow

Amy Meselson (1971-2018)
Managing Attorney
Immigrant Justice Corps
New York, NY

2002 Liman Fellow

My Khanh Ngo

Senior Staft Attorney

ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project
San Francisco, CA

2017 Liman Fellow

Abigail Rich

Senior Staft Attorney; Clinical
Supervisor, Immigration

East Bay Community Law Center

Berkeley, CA

2016 Liman Fellow

Rebecca Scholtz

Senior Staft Attorney
National Immigration Project
Minneapolis, MN

2012 Liman Fellow



Sirine Shebaya

Executive Director

National Immigration Project
Washington, DC

2012 Liman Fellow

Michael K.T. Tan

Deputy Director

ACLU Immigrants’ Rights Project
San Francisco, CA

2008 Liman Fellow

Matthew Vogel

Supervising Attorney
National Immigration Project
Washington, DC

2014 Liman Fellow

Alexander Wang

Former Deputy Director for
Immigration

Emerson Collective

Washington, DC

2020 Curtis-Liman Fellow

Mary Yanik

Clinical Associate Professor of
Law; Director of Immigrant
Rights Clinic

Tulane University Law School

New Orleans, LA

2015 Liman Fellow

JUDICIARY, JUDGES

Marjorie Allard

Chief Judge

Alaska Court of Appeals
Anchorage, AK

2000 Liman Fellow

Juliet McKenna

Associate Judge

Superior Court of the District of
Columbia

Washington, DC

1999 Liman Fellow

Holly Thomas

Judge

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit

Pasadena, CA

2005 Liman Fellow

JUDICIARY, LAW CLERKS

Ryanne Bamieh

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit

San Francisco, CA

2024 Resnik-Curtis Fellow

Russell Bogue

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC
Circuit

Washington, DC

2023 Liman Fellow

Gregory Briker

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the DC
Circuit

Washington, DC

2024 Liman Fellow

Elizabeth Clarke

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit

Philadelphia, PA

2023 Curtis-Liman Fellow

Nathan Cummings

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit

Chicago, IL

2024 Liman Fellow

Ellie Driscoll

Judicial Clerk

U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of Virginia

Richmond, VA

2024 Meselson-Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

Jonathan Gibson

Judicial Clerk

U.S. District Court for the
Eastern District of New York

Central Islip, NY

2024 Liman Fellow

Zoe Kreitenberg

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit

San Francisco, CA

2024 Liman Fellow

Zoe Li

Judicial Clerk

U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Fourth District

Richmond, VA

2023 Meselson-Liman Fellow

Terin Patel-Wilson

Judicial Clerk

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York

New York, NY

2024 Liman Fellow

Katie Roop

Judicial Clerk

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York

New York, NY

2023 Liman Fellow

Rachel Talamo

Judicial Clerk

U.S. District Court for the
Southern District of New York

New York, NY

2023 Liman Fellow
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PRIVATE SECTOR
(INCLUDING CIVIL RIGHTS)

Skylar Albertson

Associate Attorney

Koskoft, Koskoff & Bieder, PC

Bridgeport, CT

2018 Liman Fellow, 2021 Curtis-
Liman Fellow

Benjamin Alter
Associate

Jenner & Block LLP
New York, NY
2018 Liman Fellow

Colin Antaya

Associate Attorney

Koskoff, Koskoff & Bieder, PC
Bridgeport, CT

2020 Liman Fellow

Brendan Bernicker
Principal

Bernicker Law PLLC
Washington, DC

2022 Resnik-Curtis Fellow

Helia Bidad
Associate

Hecker Fink LLP
New York, NY
2022 Liman Fellow

Robert Braun

Partner

Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll
Washington, DC

2011 Liman Fellow

Isabel Bussarakum
Counsel

King & Spalding
Los Angeles, CA
2011 Liman Fellow

Katie Chamblee-Ryan
Counsel

Elias Law Group
Washington, DC

2013 Liman Fellow
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Jonathan Cohen

Associate

Cahill Gordon & Reindel LLP
New York, NY

2021 Resnik-Curtis Fellow

Elizabeth Compa
Consultant
Self-Employed
Toronto, Canada
2011 Liman Fellow

Justin Cox

Owner

Law Office of Justin B. Cox
Hood River, OR

2008 Liman Fellow

Kory DeClark

Partner

BraunHagey & Borden LLP
San Francisco, CA

2016 Liman Fellow

Hannah Duncan
Associate

Cooley LLP

New York, NY

2022 Curtis-Liman Fellow

Allison Durkin
Associate

Hecker Fink LLP
New York, NY
2021 Liman Fellow

Jamie Dycus
Partner

King & Spalding
New York, NY
2007 Liman Fellow

Sam Frizell

Senior Associate
WilmerHale

New York, NY
2020 Liman Fellow

Paula Gaber

Managing Partner

Hancock Park Properties LLC
Decatur, GA

1999 Liman Fellow

Julia Greenfield
Owner

Greenfield Elder Law
Portland, OR

1998 Liman Fellow

Adam Grumbach

Partner

Lienhard & Grumbach PLLC
Brooklyn, NY

2003 Liman Fellow

Grace Judge
Associate

Kanji & Katzen
Brooklyn, NY
2022 Liman Fellow

Michael Kavey
Consultant and Owner
Vieres LLC

New York, NY

2007 Liman Fellow

Deborah Marcuse
Attorney

Marcuse Law
Baltimore, MD
2008 Liman Fellow

Aseem Mehta

Litigation Associate

Keker Van Nest & Peters

San Francisco, CA

2022 Meselson-Liman Fellow

Caitlin Mitchell

Partner

Johnson, Johnson, Lucas &
Middleton

Eugene, OR

2013 Liman Fellow

James Mooney
Managing Associate
Sidley Austin LLP
Chicago, IL

2021 Liman Fellow



Daniel Mullkoff
Partner

Wang Hecker LLP
New York, NY
2011 Liman Fellow

Kirill Penteshin

Partner

Schwartz, Steinsapir, Dohrmann
& Sommers

Los Angeles, CA

2009 Liman Fellow

Elizabeth Pierson
Associate

Pines Bach LLP
Madison, WI

2018 Liman Fellow

Devon Porter

Associate

Bird, Marella, Boxer, Wolpert,
Nessim, Drooks, Lincenberg &
Rhow

Los Angeles, CA

2016 Liman Fellow

Megan Quattlebaum

Founder and Principal Attorney

QK Legal PLLC

Stamford, CT

2010 Liman Fellow, 2013-2014
Senior Fellow in Residence

Yusuf Saei

Associate

Cohen Williams LLP
Los Angeles, CA
2018 Liman Fellow

Yaman Salahi
Founder

Salahi PC

San Francisco, CA
2012 Liman Fellow

Kelley Schiffman

Associate

Kellogg, Hansen, Todd, Figel &
Frederick

Washington, DC

2020 Liman Fellow

Kshithij Shrinath

Attorney

Greene Espel

Minneapolis, MN

2021 Meselson-Liman Fellow

Marc Silverman

Partner

Perry Law

New York, NY

2006 Liman Fellow

Olivia Sinaiko

Formerly Therapist

Southeast Alaska Regional
Health Consortium

Juneau, AK

2012 Liman Fellow

Vasudha Talla

Of Counsel

Emery Celli Brinckerhoft Abady
Ward & Maazel

New York, NY

2009 Liman Fellow

Evan Walker-Wells
Associate

Perry Law

New York, NY
2022 Liman Fellow

Ivy Wang
Shareholder
Greenberg Traurig
Los Angeles, CA
2013 Liman Fellow

Jonas Wang

Senior Associate

Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe
Washington, DC

2016 Liman Fellow

Leah Wilson

General Counsel
Gametime United Inc.
San Francisco, CA
2007 Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

WORKERS’ RIGHTS, LABOR
& EMPLOYMENT

Erin Drake

Senior Advisor and Legal
Counsel

Women’s National Basketball
Players Association

New York, NY

2022 Liman Fellow

Robert Hoo

Lead Organizer
One LA-TAF

Los Angeles, CA
2004 Liman Fellow

Juan Fernando Luna Ledn
Staff Attorney

UNITE HERE-Local 11
Los Angeles, CA

2023 Liman Fellow

Alyssa Peterson

Director of Contracts

Writers Guild of America West
Los Angeles, CA

2019 Liman Fellow

Lisa Powell

General Counsel

California Labor and Workforce
Development Agency

Sacramento, CA

2004 Liman Fellow

Douglas Stevick

General Counsel

Texas RioGrande Legal Aid
Weslaco, TX

1998 Liman Fellow

Chelsea Thompson
Staff Attorney

A Better Balance
New York, NY
2022 Liman Fellow

Margaret Weston Williamson
Senior Fellow

Center for American Progress
Washington, DC

2014 Liman Fellow

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025 45



THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

Updates on the Former Directors

Since its founding, the Liman Center has benefited from remarkable directors.

Jennifer Taylor (2022-2024) is currently focused on
writing and research projects that explore the intersec-
tions of criminal legal reform, civil rights, and race.

Jenny E. Carroll (2021-2022) is a Professor of Law
at Texas A&M University School of Law, where she
teaches and writes on criminal law, policing, and con-
stitutional rights.

Anna VanCleave (2016-2021) is the Director of the
Criminal Defense Clinic and Associate Professor of Law
at the University of Connecticut School of Law.

Johanna Kalb (2014-2016) became the Dean of the
University of San Francisco School of Law in July 2024.

Hope Metcalf (2010-2014) is a Clinical Associate Pro-
fessor at the University of Iowa College of Law, where
she leads initiatives at the intersection of national secu-
rity, civil liberties, and human rights.

Sarah French Russell (2007-2010) was appointed
in 2024 to the U.S. District Court for the District of
Connecticut.

Deborah Cantrell (2001-2007) is a Professor of Law at
Colorado Law at the University of Colorado Boulder,
where she teaches legal ethics, law and social change,
and access to justice.

Mary Clark (1999-2001) is the Provost and Executive
Vice Chancellor at the University of Denver (DU) and
also a Professor of Law at the Sturm College of Law.
She is currently on leave from DU and is serving as a
Fellow at Stanford University’s Distinguished Careers
Institute.

Sarah Russell Confirmed to Serve on U.S. District Court

On November 19, 2024, the U.S. Senate confirmed Sarah Russell,
the Liman Center’s Executive Director from 2007-2010 and then
a law professor at Quinnipiac University School of Law, to sit on
the U.S. District Court for the District of Connecticut. When at
Yale, she co-taught the Liman Public Interest Workshop and joined
clinics on criminal defense, prisons, and the U.S. Supreme Court.
At Quinnipiac, Russell was the director of its clinic and worked on
juvenile sentencing, prison, and reentry issues. Russell also served
as a governor-appointed member on the Connecticut Sentencing
Commission, an independent state agency that reviews and makes
recommendations about the state’s sentencing policies.

In addition to Russell, three former Liman Fellows are now judges:

Marjorie Allard, Chief Judge for the Alaska Court of Appeals; Juliet McKenna, Associate Judge for the
Superior Court of the District of Columbia; and Holly Thomas, Judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals

for the Ninth Circuit.
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Staff, Scholars, Affiliated and Co-Faculty, Advisory Council

STAFF

Judith Resnik
Founding Director and Arthur Liman Professor
of Law

Resnik is the Arthur Liman
Professor of Law at Yale Law
School and the Founding
Director of the Arthur Liman
Center for Public Interest Law.
She teaches courses on feder-
alism, procedure, courts, pris-
ons, equality, and citizenship.

Her scholarship focuses on the
relationship of democratic val-
ues to government services such as courts, prisons, and
post offices; the role of collective redress and class
actions; contemporary conflicts over privatization; the
relationships of states to citizens and non-citizens; the
interaction among federal, state, and tribal courts and
the forms and norms of federalism; practices of punish-
ment; and equality and gender. Resnik’s latest book,
Impermissible Punishments: How Prison Became a Problem
for Democracy (University of Chicago Press), was pub-
lished this fall. To learn more about the book, see
page 32. Resnik’s other books include Representing Jus-
tice: Invention, Controversy, and Rights in City-States and
Democratic Courtrooms (with Dennis Curtis, Yale Uni-
versity Press, 2011, reissued 2022 as an ebook); Federal
Courts Stories (co-edited with Vicki C. Jackson, Founda-
tion Press, 2010); Migrations and Mobilities: Citizenship,
Borders, and Gender (co-edited with Seyla Benhabib,
NYU, 2009), and Courts and Their Alternatives (with
Owen Fiss, Foundation Press, 2003). She is also the
recent recipient of the 2025 Elga R. Wasserman Cour-
age, Clarity, and Leadership Award from the Yale
Women Faculty Forum, of which she is a founding
member. In 2018, Resnik was awarded an honorary
doctorate from University College London. She has
chaired the Association of American Law Schools’
Sections on Federal Courts, on Procedure, and on
Women in Legal Education, and she is a member of the
American Philosophical Society and a fellow of the
American Academy of Arts and Sciences.

Kate Braner
Executive Director

Braner is the Executive Direc-
tor and a Visiting Lecturer in
Law. Before joining the Liman
Center, Braner was the Interim
Public Defender of the San
Diego County Office of the
Public Defender, where she
promoted excellence in holis-
tic indigent criminal defense
and sought systemic criminal
legal reform. For close to 30 years, she served in that
office in many roles, including as a trial attorney, Attor-
ney Supervisor, Chief of Development and Training,
and Chief of the Primary Public Defender Office. At the
Liman Center, Braner co-teaches the Liman Workshop;
supervises student research on criminal law and incar-
ceration; assists with Center programming, events, and
publications; and oversees the Liman Fellowship pro-
grams for law graduates and undergraduate summer
interns. Braner holds a J.D. from Yale Law School and a
B.A. from Bowling Green State University.

Nicole Heyder
Program Coordinator

Prior to joining the Liman
Center, Heyder served as a
Senior Administrative Assis-
tant with Yale
Staffing Services and an

Temporary

Employee Services Support
Specialist at the Yale Employee
Services Center, where she
identified and

inquiries while seeking real-

interpreted

time resolutions to support employees. Before joining
Yale, Heyder worked as a Human Resources Benefits
Coordinator for a nonprofit, Ability Beyond. She
received her bachelor’s degree in management informa-
tion systems from Central Connecticut State University.
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IN-HOUSE FELLOWS AND
AFFILIATED SCHOLARS

Reginald Dwayne Betts
Senior Liman Scholar

Reginald Dwayne Betts is a
poet, lawyer, and the Founder
and CEO of Freedom Reads,
an initiative that expands
access to literature in prisons.
Betts is the author of a mem-
oir and four poetry collec-
tions,

(2023),
Redaction (2023), a collabora-

including  Doggerel

Felon (2019), and

tion with Titus Kaphar. Doggerel was released on March
4, 2025, marking the 20th anniversary of Betts’ release
from prison. Felon, winner of the American Book
Award, has been adapted into a solo theatrical produc-
tion that combines poetry, storytelling, and papermak-
ing to examine the consequences of incarceration.
Redaction, from Betts’ and Kaphar’s 2019 MoMA PS1
exhibition, addresses the U.S. cash bail system through
erasure poetry and visual redaction. In 2019, Betts
received the National Magazine Award for Essays and
Criticism for “Getting Out,” his New York Times Maga-
zine essay about his journey from incarceration to
becoming a licensed attorney. He is a 2021 MacArthur
Fellow and has held fellowships from Harvard’s Rad-
cliffe Institute, the Guggenheim Foundation, New
America, and Emerson Collective. He is the host of
Almost There, a podcast from Emerson Collective on
justice and belonging in America. Betts holds a J.D.
from Yale Law School, was a Liman Fellow in 2016, and
has been an affiliated Liman Research Scholar since
2020. That year, he founded Freedom Reads with a
$5.25 million grant from the Mellon Foundation. Based
in Hamden, Connecticut, and staffed by a team that
includes formerly incarcerated individuals, Freedom
Reads builds libraries within prison cellblocks.

THE LIMAN CENTER REPORTS—2025

Ibrahim Diallo
Senior Fellow in Residence

Diallo is a Visiting Lecturer in
Law at Yale Law School and a
Senior Fellow in Residence at
the Liman Center. He was the
2024-2025 Curtis-Liman Fel-
low. Diallo earned his B.A.
from Trinity College, receiv-
ing the Trustee Award for Stu-
dent Excellence, the school’s
highest honor. He worked as
an associate at JP Morgan Chase & Co. At Columbia
Law School, he was a Lowenstein Public Interest Fellow
and received the Samuel I. Rosenman Prize for Aca-
demic Excellence in Public Law and the Emil Schlesinger
Labor Law Prize. While in law school, Diallo worked at
the New Hampshire Public Defender and the Office of
the Federal Public Defender in New Haven. After receiv-
ing his J.D., Diallo served as a Staft Attorney at the New
York Taxi Workers Alliance, where he worked on a debt
forgiveness campaign for New York City cab drivers
and litigated on behalf of rideshare drivers. He later
clerked for the U.S. District Court for the District of
Connecticut and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit.

Laura Fernandez
Senior Fellow in Residence

Fernandez is a Senior Fellow
in Residence and a Clinical
Lecturer in Law and Research
Scholar in Law at Yale Law
School. Her research focuses
on prosecutorial power, ethics,
and accountability. Before
joining Yale Law School, she
was Senior Counsel at Hol-
land & Knight, LLP, where she
worked on the Community Services Team. Fernandez
clerked in the Bastern District of New York and was an
E. Barrett Prettyman Fellow at Georgetown Law Cen-
ter, where she obtained her LL.M. She holds an A.B. in
literature from Harvard College and a ].D. from Yale
Law School.



Natalia Friedlander
Senior Research Affiliate

Friedlander is an Associate
Professor of Law at Roger
Williams University School of
Law as of July 2025. She was
the first Resnik-Curtis Fellow
and thereafter became a staff
attorney with the Rhode
Island Center for Justice. She
founded the Center’s criminal

justice team and challenged
unjust conditions of confinement, denial of health care,
and other abuses in the criminal legal system. She then
became a Visiting Clinical Lecturer in Law, Associate
Research Scholar in Law, and the Robert M. Cover
Clinical Teaching Fellow at Yale Law School. Her prior
work includes Prisoners’ Legal Services of Massachu-
setts, the New Haven Legal Assistance Association, and
the Jerome N. Frank Legal Services Organization at Yale
Law School. Friedlander holds a J.D. from Yale Law
School, which recognized her with the Stephen J.
Massey Prize for client advocacy and community ser-
vice. She has a B.A. from Brown University. Before law
school, Friedlander worked for several years in the field
of domestic and international public health.

Hannah Friedle
2025-2026 Curtis-Liman Fellow

As the current Curtis-Liman
Fellow, Friedle co-teaches the
Liman Workshop, collabo-
rates with the clinical pro-
gram, and works at the Federal
Defenders Office for the Dis-
trict of Connecticut. Friedle

graduated from North Central

College in 2018 with a B.A. in
political science and from
Northwestern Pritzker School of Law in 2023. At North-
western, she worked in the Center on Wrongful Con-
victions and the Appellate Advocacy Center, representing
clients who were incarcerated and on supervised release.
Friedle previously clerked in the U.S. District Court for
the District of Connecticut.

THE LIMAN COMMUNITY

Brian Highsmith
Senior Research Affiliate

Highsmith is an Assistant
Professor at the UCLA School
of Law, a Ph.D. candidate in
Government and Social Policy
at Harvard University, and a
Senior Research Affiliate with
the Liman Center. His research
explores connections between
economic inequality, residen-
tial segregation, fiscal federal-
ism, corporate power, and local democracy. After
graduating from Yale Law School in 2017, Highsmith
was a Skadden Fellow at the National Consumer Law
Center (NCLC); his litigation and advocacy there chal-
lenged the unaffordable financial obligations that are
imposed by private companies on poor families as a
result of their contact with the criminal system. Before
joining NCLC, he worked in Washington, D.C., on
domestic economic policy with a focus on income sup-
port programs and fiscal policy —including at President
Obama’s National Economic Council, the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities, and the Office of Senator
Cory Booker. During the 2022-2023 academic year, he
was a fellow in law and public policy at Princeton’s
School of Public and International Affairs. He is cur-
rently a Steven M. Polan Fellow in constitutional law
and history with the Brennan Center.

Jon Petkun
Senior Research Affiliate

Petkun is an Associate Profes-
sor of Law at Duke University
School of Law, where he
teaches civil procedure as well
as a seminar on access to jus-
tice. In his research, Petkun
uses his training as an econo-
mist to study the legal and
economic  organization of

large public institutions, espe-
cially federal and state courts and the U.S. military.
With respect to courts, Petkun is interested in how the
norms and practices of judging affect litigants’ access.
Recent work includes a study of federal judicial admin-
istration —with an emphasis on the diversity of judges’
administrative roles and the enormous “off-the-bench”
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influence they wield in policy matters unrelated to any
adjudication. He also is doing a study of the ways in
which trial judges actively guide litigants through the
course of litigation. Other work includes a study of the
patterns and determinants of judicial retirement. In
addition to graduating from Yale Law School, Petkun
holds a Ph.D. in economics from MIT. Prior to teach-
ing, Petkun served as a Senior Liman Research Affiliate
(and continues that afhiliation) and clerked for federal
judges in the District of Connecticut and the D.C. Cir-
cuit. Before his academic career, Petkun served as a
Marine in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

AFFILIATED FACULTY

Peter Brooks, Ph.D.
Sterling Professor Emeritus of Comparative Literature

Gregg Gonsalves, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Epidemiology;
Co-Director, Global Health Justice Partnership

Elizabeth K. Hinton, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D.
Class of 1954 Professor of History and of
Black Studies; Professor of Law

Reena Kapoor, M.D.
Associate Professor of Psychiatry; Director,
Law & Psychiatry Division

Jaimie P. Meyer, M.D., M..S.
Associate Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology

Maya Prabhu, M.D., L.L.B.
Associate Professor of Psychiatry

Lisa Puglisi, M.D.
Associate Professor of Medicine

S. Zelda Roland, Ph.D.
Founding Director, Yale Prison Education Initiative at
Dwight Hall

Emily Wang, M.D., M.A.S.
Professor of Medicine and of Public Health;
Director, SEICHE Center for Health and Justice

Howard Zonana, M.D.
Professor Emeritus of Psychiatry
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CO-FACULTY

Fiona Doherty

Nathan Baker Clinical Professor of Law;
Director, Jerome N. Frank Legal Services
Organization

Miriam Gohara
Deputy Dean for Experiential Education;
Clinical Professor of Law

Lucas Guttentag

Martin R. Flug Visiting Lecturer and Senior Research
Scholar at Yale; Professor of the Practice of Law at
Stanford Law School

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Emily Bazelon
Staft Writer, The New York Times Magazine

The Hon. Nancy Gertner

U.S. District Judge (Ret.), U.S. District Court for the
District of Massachusetts; Senior Lecturer on Law,
Harvard Law School

Vicki C. Jackson
Laurence H. Tribe Professor of Constitutional Law,
Harvard Law School

Doug Liman
Film Director and Producer

Melissa Murray

Frederick I. and Grace Stokes Professor of Law;
Faculty Director, Birnbaum Women’s Leadership
Center, New York University School of Law

Sia Sanneh
Senior Attorney, Equal Justice Initiative

McGregor Smyth
Executive Director, New York Lawyers
for the Public Interest
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Summer Undergraduate Fellow Program Faculty and Coordinators

BARNARD COLLEGE
Stephanie Malak
Director, Stakeholder Relations, Beyond Barnard

BROWN UNIVERSITY

Mary Jo Callan

Vice President, Community Engagement;
Stark Family Executive Director, Swearer Center
for Public Service

Joshua Rodriguez
Associate Director, Co-Curricular Learning,
Swearer Center for Public Service

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE
Katie Krimmel
Dean, Career and Civic Engagement Center

HARVARD UNIVERSITY
Samantha Levin
Assistant Director, Nonprofit Pathways,
Center for Public Service and Engaged Scholarship

Emily Maguire
Director, Pathways to Practice,
Center for Public Service and Engaged Scholarship

MOUNT HOLYOKE COLLEGE
Jaime Grillo
Executive Director, Career Development Center

MOREHOUSE COLLEGE

Winfield Murray

Faculty, Humanities, Social Sciences, Media, and Arts
Division; Director, Prelaw Program

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY

Lynda Dodd

Lecturer, Princeton School of Public and
International Affairs; Faculty Advisor,
Program in Law and Public Policy

SPELMAN COLLEGE

Stacy Washington

Special Academic Programs Manager,
Office of Undergraduate Studies

STANFORD UNIVERSITY

Valerie Chow

Senior Program Director, Cardinal Quarter,
Haas Center for Public Service

YALE UNIVERSITY
Kate Braner
Executive Director, Liman Center, Yale Law School

Anjelica Gonzalez

Professor of Biomedical Engineering;
Faculty Director, Tsai Center for Innovative
Thinking; Head, Davenport College
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Funding & Support

Our work is made possible by the generosity of many donors and the ongoing commitment of Yale Law School. Giv-
ing to the Liman Center supports scholars, students, and current and former Fellows committed to the rule of law

and egalitarian justice.

WAYS TO GIVE
Credit Card Gifts Online: Use our secure site: https://giving.yale.edu/supportLimanCenter.

Credit Card Gifts by Phone: Please call the Yale Law School Office of Development at (203) 432-6080 or toll-free at
(866) 848-3148.

Gifts by Check: Please make checks payable to “Yale Law School.” On the check, please note that the gift is for the
Arthur Liman Center for Public Interest Law.

Mail to:

The Liman Center at Yale Law School
P.O. Box 208215

New Haven, CT 06520

FedEx to:

Yale Law School Office of Development
127 Wall Street

New Haven, CT 06511

Gifts by Cash Wire: Please contact Emilio Caballero in the Yale Office of Development at (203) 432-5867 before
initiating a wire.

Bank Name:

Bank of America

100 W. 33rd Street
New York, NY 10001

Account:

Yale University Development
ABA Number: 026009593
Account Number: 9428411880

Please remember to note that your gift is intended for the Liman Center.

PUBLIC INTEREST ORGANIZATIONS AND FELLOWSHIP APPLICANTS

Organizations interested in hosting Fellows or Summer Fellows and individuals wishing to apply for fellowships
should contact Liman Executive Director Kate Braner, katherine.braner @yale.edu.

Colloquium photography by Harold Shapiro.
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