
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JOHN FABIAN WITT 
127 Wall Street    Box 208215 
New Haven, CT  06520-8215 

203-432-4944     john.witt@yale.edu 
 

 
Positions 
 
YALE LAW SCHOOL 
Allen H. Duffy Class of 1960 Professor of Law, February 2010 to present 
Head of College, Davenport College, July 2017 to July 2022 
Guggenheim Fellow, 2010 to 2011 
Professor of History, July 2009 to present 
Professor of Law, January 2009 to February 2010 
 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 
George Welwood Murray Professor of Legal History.  July 2008 to July 2009 
Professor of Law and History.  July 2005 to July 2008 
Associate Professor of Law, July 2001 to July 2005 
 
HARVARD LAW SCHOOL 
Visiting Associate Professor of Law, Spring 2005 
 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS, AUSTIN 
Harrington Faculty Fellow, University of Texas at Austin, Fall 2004 
 
JUDGE PIERRE N. LEVAL, U.S. COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT 
Law Clerk. August 1, 2000 to August 1, 2001 
 
Education 
 
YALE UNIVERSITY 
Ph.D., History, December 2000 
Winner of the John Addison Porter and George Washington Egleston dissertation prizes 
 
YALE LAW SCHOOL 
J.D., June 1999.  Senior Editor, Yale Law Journal; Judge William E. Miller Prize for the best paper on the Bill of 
Rights, 1998-1999; Coker Teaching Fellow, 1998-1999; Legal History Fellow, 1998-1999 
 
YALE COLLEGE 
B.A., summa cum laude, History, May 1994 
Phi Beta Kappa; Thomas E. Bergin Prize for Character and Scholarship in the Humanities 
John Heinz Memorial Government Service Fellowship 
 
 
Books 
 
The Radical Fund: How a Band of Visionaries and a Million Dollars Upended America (Simon & Schuster, October   
              2025) 
 
American Contagions: Epidemics and the Law from Smallpox to COVID-19 (Yale University Press, 2020) 
 Reviews in The New York Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, American Historical 
 Review, Law & Society Review, Law & Politics Book Review, Journal of American Studies, Kirkus, 
 Health Affairs, and the Yale Daily News, among others  
 
To Save the Country: A Lost Treatise on Martial Law (Yale University Press, 2019) (with Will Smiley) 
 Reviews in Law & History Review and Jus Gentium: Journal of International Legal History  

mailto:john.witt@yale.edu
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Radical-Fund/John-Fabian-Witt/9781476765877
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300257274/american-contagions
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/books/review-american-contagions-epidemics-law-covid-19-john-fabian-witt.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/american-contagions-review-of-policy-and-pandemics-11604963864
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/epidemics-can-change-our-policies-do-our-policies-cause-epidemics/2020/11/12/41086080-1461-11eb-bc10-40b25382f1be_story.html
https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article-abstract/127/4/2008/6998305
https://academic.oup.com/ahr/article-abstract/127/4/2008/6998305
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/lasr.12531
http://www.lpbr.net/2021/03/american-contagions-epidemics-and-law.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-american-studies/article/abs/writing-the-history-of-pandemics-in-the-age-of-covid19/D3DB82FCB57FAF1F199F59736E316EF9
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/john-fabian-witt/american-contagions/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2021.00319
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2020/11/18/yale-professors-publish-critically-acclaimed-books-about-legal-social-history-behind-covid-19-pandemic/
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300222548/save-country
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-history-review/article/abs/francis-lieber-and-g-norman-lieber-to-save-the-country-a-lost-treatise-on-martial-law-edited-with-an-introduction-by-will-smiley-and-john-fabian-witt-new-haven-and-london-yale-university-press-2019-pp-352-5500-hardcover-isbn-9780300222548/3F33AF0D62337DFAD18F51AA353C921D
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Lincoln’s Code: The Laws of War in American History (Simon & Schuster / Free Press, 2012) 
 Bancroft Prize   
            Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in History 
 American Bar Association Silver Gavel Award 
      Littleton-Griswold Prize from the American Historical Association 
      John Phillip Reid Prize from the American Society for Legal History 
      J. Willard Hurst Award for the Best Work in Sociolegal Legal History 
      New York Times Notable Book for 2012 
      New York Times Book Review Editor's Choice 
      Kirkus Reviews Best Nonfiction of 2012 
 
Patriots and Cosmopolitans: Hidden Histories of American Law (Harvard University Press, 2007) 
 Reviews in American Historical Review, Harvard Law Review, Journal of American Studies, The 
 Historian, Law & Social Inquiry, Choice, and Washington Lawyer, among others  
 
The Accidental Republic: Crippled Workingmen, Destitute Widows, and the Remaking of American Law (Harvard 
University Press, 2004)  
 William Nelson Cromwell Prize from the American Society for Legal History 
 J. Willard Hurst Book Prize from the Law and Society Association 
 Thomas J. Wilson Prize at Harvard University Press 
 Firestone Library Noteworthy Book in Industrial Relations and Labor Economics 
 Chinese edition, Lei Tian, trans., Shanghai Joint Publishing Co., 2008 
 
 
 
Casebooks 
 
Torts and Regulations: Cases, Principles and Institutions (CALI, 2nd ed. 2020) (3d ed. 2023)  
 
Torts: Cases, Principles, and Institutions (CALI, 5th ed. 2020) (with Karen Tani) (6th ed. 2022) 
 
 
Articles  
 
“Weaponized from the Beginning,” 4 J. Free Speech Law 715 (2024) 
 
 “Foreseeability Conventions,” 44 Cardozo L. Rev. 1075 (2023) (with Morgan Savige) 
 
“American Contagions: Unexpected Pasts, Unwieldy Presents, and Contested Futures,” 18 U. St. Thomas L.J. 510 
(2022) 
 
“Tort Law’s New Quarantinism: Race and Coercion in the Age of a Novel Coronavirus,” 71 DePaul L. Rev. 613 
(2022) (with Sierra Stubbs) 
  
“Garland’s Million; or, the Tragedy and Triumph of Legal History,” 40 Law & History Review 123 (2022) 
 
“On Dignity and Danger: The Virus Next Time,” Law & Liberty, December 15, 2021 
  
“Movement Capture or Movement Strategy? A Critical Race History Exchange on the Beginnings of Brown v. 
Board,” 31 Yale J. Law & Hum. 520 (March 2021) (with Megan Ming Francis) 
 

http://books.simonandschuster.com/Lincoln%27s-Code/John-Fabian-Witt/9781416569831
http://books.google.com/books?id=b46g55fQOCEC&lpg=PP1&dq=Patriots%20and%20Cosmopolitans&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-american-studies/article/abs/john-fabian-witt-patriots-and-cosmopolitans-hidden-histories-of-american-law-cambridge-ma-and-london-harvard-university-press-2007-2995-pp-406-isbn978-0-674-02360-4/088ACFEF90F540BA1782DE853A83C77F
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-6563.2008.00213_37.x
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1540-6563.2008.00213_37.x
https://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/journal_articles/255/
http://books.google.com/books?id=tFDGpJpIWjMC&lpg=PP1&dq=Accidental%20Republic&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.cali.org/books/torts-and-regulation-cases-principles-and-institutions
https://www.cali.org/books/torts-cases-principles-and-institutions
https://www.journaloffreespeechlaw.org/witt.pdf
https://cardozolawreview.com/foreseeability-conventions/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/usthomlj18&i=514
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/deplr71&i=627
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cambridge.org%2Fcore%2Fjournals%2Flaw-and-history-review%2Farticle%2Fgarlands-million-or-the-tragedy-and-triumph-of-legal-history-american-society-for-legal-history-plenary-lecture-new-orleans-2021%2F6789B9E9A24B2C2990FE60B6DDBEE39C&data=05%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9396a57893b44983ab7308da4165c18b%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637894202603115158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QZRJjf5Hn4R10mzu5q6F35OqkTlCOZE1yhUl3Gog11U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flawliberty.org%2Fforum%2Fon-dignity-and-danger%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9396a57893b44983ab7308da4165c18b%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637894202603115158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uuwYTEfo7S3X%2F5pF3ylY9FtRLyWRAnc6JFUO4qIzWxw%3D&reserved=0
https://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/yjlh/vol31/iss2/10/
https://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/yjlh/vol31/iss2/10/
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“The Partisan Transformation of American Public Health Law, 1918 to 2020,” 111 Am. J. Public Health 411 (March 
2021) 
 
“Radical Histories / Liberal Histories in Work Injury Law,” 60 Am. J. Legal Hist. 564 (Dec. 2020) 
 
“The Fourteenth Amendment as an Ending,” 10 Journal of the Civil War Era 5 (2020) (with Lisset Pino) 
 
“Inventing the War Crime: An Internal Theory,” 60 Virginia Journal of International Law 52 (2020) (with Jessica 
Laird) 
 
“Contract’s Revenge: the Waiver Society and the Death of Tort,” 41 Cardozo Law Review 1265 (2020) (with Ryan 
Martins & Shannon Price) 
 
“Tort as Private Administration,” 105 Cornell Law Review 1093 (2020) (with Nathaniel Donahue) 
 
“The Czar and the Slaves: Two Puzzles in the History of International Arbitration,” 113 American Journal of 
International Law 535 (2019) (with Bennet Ostdiek) 
 
“Jennifer Egan’s Dive for the Inariculate,” 134 PMLA (Publications of the Modern Language Association of 
America) 412 (2019) 
 
 “A  Lost Theory of American Emergency Constitutionalism,” 36 Law & History Review 551 (2018) 
 
“For Bob Gordon,” 70 Stanford Law Review 1681 (2018) 
 
“Adjudication in the Age of Disagreement,” 86 Fordham Law Review 149 (2017) 
 
 “Strategy and Entailments: The Enduring Role of Law in U.S. Armed Forces,” 146 Daedalus 11 (2017) (with Laura 
Savarese) 
 
“Ives and MacPherson: Judicial Process in the Regulatory State,” 9 Journal of Tort Law 43 (2016) 
 
“Constraint, Authority, and the Rule of Law in a Federal Circuit Court of Appeals,” 85 Fordham Law Review 3 
(2016) 
 
"Modernism and Antimodernism in the Federal Courts: Reflections on the Federal District Court for the District of 
Connecticut on the 100th Anniversary of Its New Haven Courthouse," 48 Connecticut Law Review 219 (2015) 
 
"Civil War Historians and the Laws of War," 4 Journal of the Civil War Era 159 (2014) 
 
“The Dismal History of the Laws of War,” 1 U.C. Irvine L. Rev. 895 (2012) 
 
“War and Law in America,” 115 American Historical Review 768 (2010) 
 
“Form and Substance in the Law of Counterinsurgency Damages,” 41 Loyola Law Review 1455 (2008) 
 
“The Metaphysics of Mind and the Practical Science of the Law,” 26 Law & History Review 161 (2008) (with Sarah 
A. Seo) 
 
“Contingency, Immanence, and Inevitability in the History of Accident Law,” 1 Journal of Tort Law (no. 2, 2007) 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fajph.aphapublications.org%2Fdoi%2Fepub%2F10.2105%2FAJPH.2020.306106&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7Cb65aaf4e0b754750cda208d8ee63022d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637521456306533956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JywJ8dA3s0o7cAgWzj3mtMjbl1oLDG7iayVktkBACqc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Facademic.oup.com%2Fajlh%2Farticle%2F60%2F4%2F564%2F5937281%3Flogin%3Dtrue&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7Cb65aaf4e0b754750cda208d8ee63022d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637521456306533956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=rZusqBDIW0e%2FKDX%2BDZ1oEJFGNgBjJgIYVbQU78aUERw%3D&reserved=0
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/750247/summary
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3363233
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3367971
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpapers.ssrn.com%2Fsol3%2Fpapers.cfm%3Fabstract_id%3D3349858&data=02%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9f00623661994410c9f708d6a88038ab%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C636881665987309564&sdata=GWTQJpgEjevl8E7dZielz%2BLAN9k%2FH7z26cCKp0xImTE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/czar-and-the-slaves-two-puzzles-in-the-history-of-international-arbitration/F41CCBFA70A91DF6A8B0359290DFF3AE
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/pmla/article/abs/jennifer-egans-dive-for-the-inarticulate/72E19B26A9C34EECAC2922216B1AD504
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/law-and-history-review/article/lost-theory-of-american-emergency-constitutionalism/00ECC74B243A2EE5BAD860F87D231DC7
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/stflr70&i=1715
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/flr86&start_page=149&collection=journals&id=157
http://www.mitpressjournals.org/doi/full/10.1162/DAED_a_00419
https://doi.org/10.1515/jtl-2016-0010
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/flr85&size=2&collection=journals&id=11
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/conlr48&size=2&collection=journals&id=227
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/conlr48&size=2&collection=journals&id=227
http://muse.jhu.edu/article/544034
http://books.simonandschuster.com/Lincoln%27s-Code/John-Fabian-Witt/9781416569831
http://ahr.oxfordjournals.org/content/115/3/768.full
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/lla41&id=1481
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Metaphysics_of_Mind.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Contingency_Immanence_and_Inevitability.pdf
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“Empire and the Crisis of the Legal Frame (Will the Real British Empire Please Stand Up?),” 120 Harvard Law 
Review 754 (2007) 
           *Winner of The Green Bag’s “Exemplary legal writing” prize, 2007* 
 
“Bureaucratic Legalism, American Style,” 56 DePaul Law Review 261 (2007) 
 
“Internationalism and the Dilemmas of Strategic Patriotism,” 41 Tulsa Law Review 787 (2006) 
 
“The Long History of State Constitutions and American Tort Law,” 36 Rutgers Law Journal 1159 (2005) 
 
“The Internationalist Beginnings of American Civil Liberties,” 54 Duke Law Journal 705 (2004) 
 
“The Inevitability of Aggregated Settlement: An Institutional Account of American Tort Law,” 57 Vanderbilt Law 
Review 1571 (2004) (with Samuel Issacharoff) 
 
“Narrating Bankruptcy / Narrating Risk,” 98 Northwestern University Law Review 303 (2003) 
 
“Speedy Fred Taylor and the Ironies of Enterprise Liability,” 103 Columbia Law Review 1 (2003) 
 
“Toward a New History of American Accident Law: Classical Tort Law and the Cooperative First-Party Insurance 
Movement,” 114 Harvard Law Review 690 (2001) 
 
“From Loss of Services to Loss of Support: The Wrongful Death Statutes, the Origins of Modern Tort Law, and the 
Making of the Nineteenth-Century Family,” 25 Law & Social Inquiry 717 (2000) 
 
“Rethinking the Nineteenth-Century Employment Contract, Again,” 18 Law & History Review 627 (2000) 
 
“Making the Fifth: The Constitutionalization of American Self-Incrimination Doctrine, 1791-1903,” 77 Texas Law 
Review 825 (1999) 
 
“The Transformation of Work and the Law of Workplace Accidents, 1842-1910,” 107 Yale Law Journal 1467 
(1998) 
 
 
Book chapters  
 
“The View from the U.S. Leviathan: Histories of International Law in the Hegemon,” in Randall Lesaffer & Anne 
Peters, eds., The Cambridge History of International Law, vol. 1 (Cambridge University Press, 2024)  
 
“Two Humanitarianisms in Ambrose Bierce’s ‘An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,’” in LaCroix, Masur, 
Nussbaum & Weinrib eds., Cannons and Codes: Law, Literature, and America’s Wars (Oxford University Press 
2021) 
  
“The Law of Salus Populi,” in Meghan O’Rourke ed., A World Out of Reach: Dispatches from Life under Lockdown 
(Yale University Press, Nov. 2020) 
 
 “To Save the Country: Reason and Necessity in Constitutional Emergencies,” in Gary Gerstle & Joel Isaac, eds., 
States of Exception in American History (University of Chicago Press, October 2020) 
 
"Foreword," in Robert W. Gordon, Taming the Past: Essays on Law in History and History in Law (Cambridge 
University Press, 2017) (with Sarah Barringer Gordon) 
 

http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Anglo-American_Empire.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Bureaucratic_Legalism_American_Style.pdf
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/tlj41&id=795
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Long_History_of_State_Constitutions_and_American_Tort_Law.pdf
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/duklr54&id=719
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_The_Inevitability_of_Aggregate_Settlement.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Narrating_Bankruptcy_Narrating_Risk.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Speedy_Fred_Taylor_and_the_Ironies_of_Enterprise_Liability.pdf
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/hlr114&id=718
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/hlr114&id=718
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_From_Loss_of_Services_to_Loss_of_Support.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_From_Loss_of_Services_to_Loss_of_Support.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Rethinking_the_Nineteenth_Century_Employment_Contract_Again.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Making_the_Fifth.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_The_Transformation_of_Work_and_the_Law_of_Workplace_Accidents.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4014826
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal.oup.com%2Facademic%2Fproduct%2Fcannons-and-codes-9780197509371%3Fcc%3Dus%26lang%3Den%26&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7Cb65aaf4e0b754750cda208d8ee63022d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637521456306543950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yVlAeshv3fSFSeKkr2T2h4dPACABm7rgmaamlyEhh%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300257359/world-out-reach
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/S/bo51204197.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/taming-the-past/A24E7CEDA03A03166DA22AC62B354B54
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“Law, Rights, and the Constitution in the American Civil War,” in Ted Widmer, ed., Disunion: A History of the 
Civil War (Oxford University Press, 2016) 
 
“Freedom and Restraint,” in Ted Widmer, ed., Disunion: A History of the Civil War (Oxford University Press, 
2016)   
 
“On Adopting a Posture of Moral Neutrality,” in Bradley Jay Strawser, ed., Opposing Perspectives on the Drone 
Debate (Palgrave, 2014) 
 
“Two Conceptions of Suffering in War,” in Austin Sarat, ed., Knowing the Suffering of Others (University of 
Alabama, 2014) 
 
"The Secret History of the Chief Justice's Obamacare Decision," in Persily, Metzger, & Morrison eds., The Health 
Care Case (Oxford University Press, 2013)  
 
 “The Political Economy of Pain,” in Bernstein & Hulsebosch eds., Making Legal History: Essays in Honor of 
William E. Nelson (NYU Press, 2013) 
 
“The Social Histories of International Law,” in William Dodge, Michael Ramsay, & David Sloss eds, The U.S. 
Supreme Court and International Law: Continuity or Change? (Cambridge University Press, 2011) 
 
 
Popular Press 
 
“The Unbearable Lightness of Process,” Balkinization, November 13, 2024 
 
“Is the United States Too Devoted to the Constitution?,” The New Republic, June 24, 2024 
 
“The Showdown: FDR vs. the Supreme Court,” The Nation, June 27, 2023  
 
“Lieber at Sand Creek: A New Critical Reinterpretation of the Laws of War,” Just Security, March 3, 2023 
 
“Glacier Gets Tort Law Wrong, Too,” OnLabor, Dec. 12, 2022 
 
“In Jon Meacham’s Biography, Lincoln is a Guiding Light for Our Times,” Washington Post, October 24, 2022  
 
“The Justice Who Wanted the Supreme Court to Get Out of the Way,” The New Republic, August 26, 2022 
 
“The Civil War’s Financial Battles,” Washington Post, April 1, 2022 (reviewing Roger Lowenstein, Ways and 
Means: Lincoln and His Cabinet and the Financing of the Civil War (Penguin, 2022)) 
 
C-SPAN After Words: Interview with Randy Barnett & Evan Bernick on The Original Meaning of the Fourteenth 
Amendment,  November 10, 2021 
 
“Fishing, Not Catching, in the History of the Law,” Balkinization, September 20, 2021 
 
“Oh, the Humanity,” Just Security, September 8, 2021 
  
“America’s Forgotten Civil Rights Movement” Washington Post, April 23, 2021 (reviewing Kate Masur, Until 
Justice Be Done: America’s First Civil Rights Movement, from the Revolution to Reconstruction (Norton, 2021)) 
  
“For 100 Years, the Filibuster Has Been Used to Deny Black Rights,” Washington Post, March 18, 2021 (with 
Magdalene Zier) 

http://www.kriso.ee/new-york-times-disunion-history-civil-db-9780190621834.html
http://www.kriso.ee/new-york-times-disunion-history-civil-db-9780190621834.html
http://www.kriso.ee/new-york-times-disunion-history-civil-db-9780190621834.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=T-1CBAAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&dq=Opposing%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Drone%20Debate&pg=PT39#v=onepage&q=Opposing%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Drone%20Debate&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=T-1CBAAAQBAJ&lpg=PP1&dq=Opposing%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Drone%20Debate&pg=PT39#v=onepage&q=Opposing%20Perspectives%20on%20the%20Drone%20Debate&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=7BzzAwAAQBAJ&lpg=PA4&dq=Knowing%20the%20Sufferingof%20Others&pg=PA129#v=onepage&q=Knowing%20the%20Sufferingof%20Others&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zOXhPRCpUPsC&pg=PR4&dq=The+Health+Care+Case+(Oxford+University+Press,+2013)&hl=en&sa=X&ei=o_d9U7nnHcuusATI4oDwBw&ved=0CEYQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=The%20Health%20Care%20Case%20(Oxford%20University%20Press%2C%202013)&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zOXhPRCpUPsC&pg=PR4&dq=The+Health+Care+Case+(Oxford+University+Press,+2013)&hl=en&sa=X&ei=o_d9U7nnHcuusATI4oDwBw&ved=0CEYQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q=The%20Health%20Care%20Case%20(Oxford%20University%20Press%2C%202013)&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=WV6oAAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=Making+Legal+History:+Essays+in+Honor+of+William+E.+Nelson&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4vd9U7PxC6ipsATR5oGoBA&ved=0CC0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Making%20Legal%20History%3A%20Essays%20in%20Honor%20of%20William%20E.%20Nelson&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=WV6oAAAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=Making+Legal+History:+Essays+in+Honor+of+William+E.+Nelson&hl=en&sa=X&ei=4vd9U7PxC6ipsATR5oGoBA&ved=0CC0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Making%20Legal%20History%3A%20Essays%20in%20Honor%20of%20William%20E.%20Nelson&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=OBwG0ADs5yoC&lpg=PP1&dq=The%20U.S.%20Supreme%20Court%20and%20International%20Law%3A%20Continuity%20or%20Change&pg=PA164#v=onepage&q=John%20Fabian%20Witt&f=false
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2024/11/the-unbearable-lightness-of-process-in.html
https://newrepublic.com/article/182334/united-states-devoted-constitution
https://www.thenation.com/article/politics/court-packing-supreme-court-roosevelt/
https://www.justsecurity.org/85192/lieber-at-sand-creek-a-new-critical-reinterpretation-of-the-laws-of-war/
https://onlabor.org/glacier-gets-tort-law-wrong-too/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/books/2022/10/24/jon-meacham-lincoln-book-review/
https://newrepublic.com/article/167253/justice-wanted-supreme-court-get-way
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2022/04/01/civil-wars-financial-battles/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.c-span.org%2Fvideo%2F%3F515832-1%2Fafter-words-randy-barnett-evan-bernick&data=05%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9396a57893b44983ab7308da4165c18b%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637894202603115158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=12%2BVg%2FX9Y7OX8VIONTy2reeXVBxyDwknncS7Eky6Dds%3D&reserved=0
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2021/09/fishing-not-catching-in-history-of-law.html
https://www.justsecurity.org/78135/oh-the-humanity/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/americas-forgotten-civil-rights-movement/2021/04/22/afeda110-8f16-11eb-9423-04079921c915_story.html
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Foutlook%2F2021%2F03%2F18%2F100-years-filibuster-has-been-used-deny-black-rights%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7Cb65aaf4e0b754750cda208d8ee63022d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637521456306553943%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=I64qieHDb1DQIXImY1VDsqh9Mg4XGSWgYWpg3LnqbL4%3D&reserved=0
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“How U.S. Pandemic Restrictions Became a Constitutional Battlefield,” Foreign Affairs, Dec. 31, 2020 (with Kiki 
Manzur) 
  
“The Wondrous Banality of Democracy,” in The Yale Review, November 2020  
 
“C-Span After Words with Lawrence Gostin,” Oct 26, 2020 
 
“Republican Judges are Quietly Upending Public Health Laws,” New York Times, October 15, 2020 
 
“Why We Don’t Need COVID-19 Immunity Legislation,” Balkinization, Sep. 26, 2020 
 
“The Law of Salus Populi,” Yale Review, March 30, 2020 
 
 “Supremely Divided: How the Republican Party Took Over the Supreme Court,” The New Republic, April 7, 2020 
 
“The Achievements and Compromises of Two Reconstruction-Era Amendments,” Washington Post, October 31, 
2019 
 
 “The Shrinking Legacy of a Supreme Court Justice: Why Veneration of Oliver Wendell Holmes is in Decline,” The 
New Republic, Oct. 2019 
 
“Slouching Back to Calhoun,” Yale Daily News, Sept. 2, 2019 
 
 “A Debate over Politics, Principles, and Impeachment–in 1868,” Washington Post, May 24, 2019 
 
“Elite Colleges Don’t Understand the Business They’re In,” The Atlantic, March 15, 2019 
 
“Trump’s Farcical National Emergency Plan Should Fail – but it Might Not,” Slate, January 8, 2019 
 
“National Emergencies, Then and Now,” Balkinization, January 7, 2019 
 
“The Operative: How John Marshall Built the Supreme Court around His Political Agenda,” The New Republic, 
January 7, 2019 
 
“Democrats Need a Plan B for the Supreme Court,” Washington Post, July 27, 2018 (with Ian Ayres) 
 
 “Bomber Harris and the Haspel Nomination,” Balkinization Blog, May 9, 2018 
 
“A Hidden Legacy,” Yale Daily News, April 5, 2017 
 
“Fighting Words,” The New Rambler, March 6, 2017 
 
“Symbols and Speech,” The Chronicle of Higher Education, Dec. 19 2016 (with Jonathan Holloway)  
 
“The New Rockefellers,” Wall Street Journal, October 16, 2016 
 
“The Provocative Life of Judge Richard Posner,” New York Times, October 7, 2016 
 
“Senate Republicans and the Supreme Court: Where Is This Headed Exactly?” New York Times, February 24, 2016 
 
“The Biden Speech Fallacy,” Balkinization Blog, February 24, 2016 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foreignaffairs.com%2Farticles%2Funited-states%2F2020-12-31%2Fhow-us-pandemic-restrictions-became-constitutional-battlefield&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7Cb65aaf4e0b754750cda208d8ee63022d%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637521456306563934%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vOw5pfefUbNbnvh6wvwjdMG%2FU775HjLpBi4A8bFV7Sw%3D&reserved=0
https://yalereview.yale.edu/wondrous-banality-democracy
https://www.c-span.org/video/?477073-1/after-words-john-fabian-witt
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/15/opinion/coronavirus-health-courts.html
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2020/09/why-we-dont-need-covid-19-immunity.html
https://yalereview.yale.edu/law-salus-populi
https://newrepublic.com/article/156855/republican-party-took-supreme-court
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/the-achievements-and-compromises-of-two-reconstruction-era-amendments/2019/10/31/02f600cc-d894-11e9-a688-303693fb4b0b_story.html
https://newrepublic.com/article/155004/oliver-wendell-holmes-biography-budiansky-review-shrinking-legacy-supreme-court-justice
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2019/09/03/witt-slouching-back-to-calhoun/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/a-national-debate-over-politics-principles-and-impeachment--in-1868/2019/05/24/267abbb0-71a5-11e9-8be0-ca575670e91c_story.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/03/admissions-scandal-shows-real-goal-elite-colleges/584968/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslate.com%2Fnews-and-politics%2F2019%2F01%2Ftrump-declaring-national-emergency-fund-wall.html&data=02%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9f00623661994410c9f708d6a88038ab%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C636881665987319569&sdata=%2Bwtvu8m2C71XhU0NgHWSvg%2BVSZ2zBewcBsvIKWuWPfs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbalkin.blogspot.com%2F2019%2F01%2Fnational-emergencies-then-and-now.html&data=02%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C8677eb668640476eaa1108d6af2abca1%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C636888995416856384&sdata=zF6w41W9C2Jbl7iIFoa4k1ooeX4U7yEki8hp9N%2BMO7E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrepublic.com%2Farticle%2F152667%2Fjohn-marshall-political-supreme-court-justice&data=02%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9f00623661994410c9f708d6a88038ab%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C636881665987319569&sdata=3qIRMhqfCybNxkZplHmO%2FsVvYTY%2BrbKZYZ9Dz5uzvUc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/democrats-need-a-plan-b-for-the-supreme-court-heres-one-option/2018/07/27/4c77fd4e-91a6-11e8-b769-e3fff17f0689_story.html?utm_term=.89ea7b87b396
https://balkin.blogspot.com/2018/05/bomber-harris-and-haspel-nomination.html
http://yaledailynews.com/blog/2017/04/05/witt-a-hidden-legacy/
http://newramblerreview.com/book-reviews/history/fighting-words
http://www.chronicle.com/article/SymbolsSpeech/238712
http://www.wsj.com/articles/the-new-rockefellers-1476652811
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2016/10/09/books/review/richard-posner-biography-william-domnarski.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/24/magazine/senate-republicans-and-the-supreme-court-where-is-this-headed-exactly.html?_r=0
http://balkin.blogspot.com/2016_02_01_archive.html
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“Booze and Big Government,” Wall Street Journal, December 18, 2015 
 
“Stephen Breyer’s ‘The Court and the World,’” New York Times, September 14, 2015 
 
“It Happened Here,” Wall Street Journal, April 24, 2015 
 
"How Much Does it Say to Cost to Say 'I'm Sorry,?'" NPR Radiolab, December 23, 2014 
 
“Obama, the Least Lame President?,” New York Times, December 21, 2014 (with Ian Ayres) 
 
“Debunking a Progressive Constitutional Myth; or, How Corporations Became People, Too,” Balkinization Blog, 
November 15, 2012 
 
“Freedom and Restraint,” New York Times, September 22, 2012 
 
“The Secret History of the Chief Justice’s Obamacare Decision,” Balkinization Blog, June 29, 2012 
 
“The Legal Fog Between War and Peace,” New York Times, June 10, 2012 
 
 “All Things Considered on Corporate Personhood,” National Public Radio, October 24, 2011 
http://www.npr.org/2011/10/24/141663195/what-is-the-basis-for-corporate-personhood  
 
 “Lincoln’s Laws of War,” Slate, February 11, 2009 
 
“History Lesson: Ye Olde Gitmo,” Slate, December 9, 2008 
 
“A Declaration the President Ignores,” Washington Post, July 4, 2007 
 
“First, Rename All the Lawyers,” New York Times, October 24, 2006 
 
“Tactical Withdrawal: The Easy Way Out for the Supreme Court on ‘Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,’” Slate, December 5, 
2005 (with Ariela R. Dubler), http://www.slate.com/id/2131465/ 
 
“Can Chinese Industry Be Made Safe?,” The Korea Herald, May 8, 2004; The Pakistan Daily Times, May 8, 2004; 
The Jakarta Post, May 8, 2004; Taipei Times, May 10, 2004; The Singapore Straits Times, May 7, 2004; The 
Bangkok Post (May 8, 2004) 
 
 
Entries, Short Reviews, etc. 
 
Review of Stacy Pratt McDermott, The Jury in Lincoln’s America (Ohio University Press, 2012), in Journal of 
American History (2014) 100 (4): 1201-1202 
 
Review of Jamie Bronstein, Caught in the Machinery: Workplace Accidents and Injured Workers in Nineteenth-
Century Britain (Stanford 2008), in British Journal of Sociology (June 2011) 
 
Review of Kal Raustiala, Does the Constitution Follow the Flag? (Princeton, 2009), 28 Law & History Review 569 
(2010) 
 
Review of Kenneth S. Abraham, The Liability Century: Torts and Insurance from the Progressive Era to 9/11, in 
Law & History Review (Fall 2009) 
 

http://www.wsj.com/articles/booze-and-big-government-1450475211
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/09/20/books/review/stephen-breyers-the-court-and-the-world.html?_r=0
http://www.wsj.com/articles/book-review-infamy-by-richard-reeves-1429904122
http://www.radiolab.org/story/our-condolences/
http://mobile.nytimes.com/2014/12/22/opinion/obama-the-least-lame-president.html?referrer&_r=0
http://balkin.blogspot.com/2012/10/debunking-progressive-constitutional.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/09/21/freedom-and-restraint/
http://balkin.blogspot.com/2012/06/secret-history-of-chief-justices.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/06/11/opinion/the-legal-fog-between-war-and-peace.html
http://www.npr.org/2011/10/24/141663195/what-is-the-basis-for-corporate-personhood
http://www.slate.com/id/2210918/
http://www.slate.com/id/2206326/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/access/1299000811.html?FMT=ABS&FMTS=ABS:FT&date=Jul+4%2C+2007&author=John+Fabian+Witt&pub=The+Washington+Post&edition=&startpage=A.15&desc=A+Declaration+The+President+Ignores
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/24/opinion/24witt.html?adxnnl=1&adxnnlx=1313600163-xosg2SPSn6SUUbJikPTMbQ
http://www.slate.com/id/2131465/
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/BJS/pastVolumes/vol62/-index211.aspx
http://www2.lse.ac.uk/BJS/pastVolumes/vol62/-index211.aspx
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0738248010000337
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0738248000004065
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Review of Sally H. Clarke, Trust and Power: Consumers, the Modern Corporation, and the Making of the United 
States Automobile Market, in Law & History Review (Fall 2009) 
 
“Elias Hill,” in African American National Biography (Oxford University Press, 2008) 
 
“Tort Law,” in Stanley N. Katz ed., The Oxford International Encyclopedia of Legal History (Oxford University 
Press, 2009) 
 
Review of Laura Kalman, Yale Law School and the Sixties: Revolt and Reverberations (University of North 
Carolina Press, 2005), in New England Quarterly, September, 2006, pp. 347-49 
 
“Workers’ Compensation,” in Eric Arnesen et al. eds., Encyclopedia of U.S. Labor and Working-Class History 
(Routledge, 2007) (with Jean-Denis Grèze) 
 
Review of George I. Lovell, Legislative Deferrals: Statutory Ambiguity, Judicial Power, and American Democracy 
(Cambridge University Press, 2003), in 45 Labor History 390-92 (2004) 
 
“Lessons from History: State Constitutions, American Tort Law, and the Medical Malpractice Crisis,” Pew 
Charitable Trusts Project on Medical Liability in Pennsylvania (March 2004) 
 
“The Federal Employers’ Liability Act,” in Major Acts in Congress (Macmillan Publishers 2003) 
 
“Thinking Historically about American Accident Law,” Columbia Law Report, Fall 2002 
 
“The Klan on Trial,” 106 Yale Law Journal 1611 (1997) 
 
 
 
Papers and Presentations  
 
Keynote Conversation, The Taft Court: Making Law for a Divided Nation, New York University School of Law, 
New York, April 20, 2024 

Response to the Critics, Manuscript Conference on The Radical Fund, Georgia State Law School, Atlanta, May 6, 
2024 

“Is the Law on Your Side?,” Yale Global Executive Leadership Program, Yale School of Management, May 9, 2024 

“Taxing Garland’s Million,” NonProfits Conference, Columbia Law School, New York, May 14, 2024 

“Looking Back at Calhoun (and Hopper),” Grace Hopper College, New Haven, May 24, 2024 

“The Value of Judicial Integrity,” Celebration of the Honorable Pierre Leval, New York University School of Law, 
New York, May 26, 2024 

“The U.S. Constitution,” Warrior Scholar Project for Veterans in Higher Ed, New Haven, June 5, 2024 

“See the Millennium: A History of the Garland Fund,” University of Chicago Public Law Workshop, January 30, 
2024  
 
“American Legal Thought in Three Big Ideas,” Yale Foundations of American Legal Thought Series, January 17, 
2024 
  

http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0738248000004077
http://journals.cambridge.org/abstract_S0738248000004077
http://www.oxfordaasc.com/article/opr/t0001/e2902?hi=3&highlight=1&from=quick&pos=1
http://www.oxford-legalhistory.com/entry?entry=t277.e804-s3
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20474458
http://books.google.com/books?id=zEWsZ81Bd3YC&lpg=PP1&pg=PP1#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=515662
http://www.law.columbia.edu/law_school/communications/reports/winter2003/accidentlaw
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/ylr106&id=1629


John Fabian Witt 
December 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

Commentator, “Law, History, and Political Economy,” American Society for Legal History, Philadelphia, October 
28, 2023 
 
Discussant, Conference in Honor of Sarah Barringer Gordon, University of Pennsylvania School of Law, October 
26, 2023 
 
“See the Millennium: The Social Democratic Roots of Brown,” Yale Law School Legal History Forum, New Haven, 
September 26, 2023 
  
“The Broken Constitution,” New York City Bar Association, New York, NY, May 17, 2023 
 
Commentor, “Becoming Equal: American Law and the Rise of the Queer Family,” Manuscript Workshop, Wake 
Forest School of Law, Winston-Salem, NC, May 9, 2023  
 
Commentor, “U.S. Legal History Roundtable,” American Bar Foundation, Chicago, Illinois, May 5, 2023  
 
“Turmoil at the Supreme Court: The Uncertain Future of the Nine,” St. Thomas More Lecture, Yale College 
Conservative Party, April 28, 2023 
  
“Felix Frankfurter as Go-Between,” Touro Law Center Conference on the Life, Work, and Legacy of Felix 
Frankfurter, Long Island, NY, April 19, 2023 
 
“Formalisms in Historical Perspective,” Foundations in American Legal Thought Lecture Series, Yale Law School, 
February 1, 2023 
 
“A Conversation with Suzanne Nossel of PEN America: Free Speech on Campus and in the World,” Shabtai, New 
Haven, CT, January 25, 2023 
 
“Rehearsal for the Liberal State: The Labor Injunction and the Garland Fund,” American Society for Legal History,” 
Chicago, November 12, 2022 
 
“Democracy’s Futures: The Pandemic and Its Consequences,” with Danielle Allen, Ashraf Ahmed, and Seyla 
Benhabib, Columbia University, September 15, 2022  
 
“American Contagions: Epidemics and the Law from Smallpox to COVID-19”, Legal Histories of Disease, Center 
for Law & History, Stanford Law School, April 29, 2022  
 
“Lies, Free Speech, and the Law: Weaponized from the Beginning,” Knight First Amendment Institute at Columbia 
University, April 8, 2022 
 
 “Weaponized from the Beginning: Propaganda and the First Amendment,” Temple Law School, April 6, 2022  
 
“Foreseeability Conventions,” Notre Dame Law School, South Bend, Indiana, February 23, 2022 
  
“Garland’s Million: The Tragedy and Triumph of Legal History,” American Society for Legal History Plenary 
Address, New Orleans, Louisiana, November 6, 2021 
 
“The Arc of the Rule of Law and the Reconstruction Amendments,” Mark R. Kravitz Symposium, Connecticut Bar 
Foundation, October 28, 2021 
 
“American Contagions: A Legal History,” District of Connecticut Judicial Conference, Old Saybrook, Connecticut, 
October 22, 2021 
 

https://constitutional-democracy.law.columbia.edu/content/democracys-futures-fall-2022
https://yalebooks.yale.edu/book/9780300261516/american-contagions/
https://conferences.law.stanford.edu/legal-histories-of-disease/conference-panel-abstracts/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fknightcolumbia.org%2Fevents%2Fsymposium-lies-free-speech-and-the-law&data=05%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9396a57893b44983ab7308da4165c18b%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637894202603115158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A74NcBdx%2BKoUfBu20K6rr1MZx01TWdzxNS%2BB8OIZxMg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faslh.net%2F2021-plenary-address%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9396a57893b44983ab7308da4165c18b%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637894202603115158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=09%2FCg7KS9llMEZb37WOTgMxBs%2FF9jsioJy22d55QyKA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faslh.net%2F2021-plenary-address%2F&data=05%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C9396a57893b44983ab7308da4165c18b%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637894202603115158%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=09%2FCg7KS9llMEZb37WOTgMxBs%2FF9jsioJy22d55QyKA%3D&reserved=0
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“Vaccine Mandates and the Law,” Sir Robert Lowe Memorial Luncheon, Yale College Independent Party, October 
1, 2021 
 
“Epidemics in U.S. Constitutional History,” Annual Nolan Fowler Constitution Day Lecture, Tennessee Tech, 
Cookeville, Tennessee, September 13, 2021 
 
Guest Host, Digging a Hole: The Legal Theory Podcast, season 3, episode 1, September 7, 2021 
 
“The Laws of Armed Conflict: A Historical View,” U.S. Army Heritage & Education Center, Carlisle Barracks, 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, June 17, 2021 
 
“Tort Law’s New Quarantinism,” DePaul University Clifford Symposium, Chicago, Illinois, June 4, 2021 (with 
Sierra Stubbs) 
 
“Epidemics & the Constitution: A Contested History,” Yale College Reunions Lecture, New Haven, Connecticut, 
May 21, 2021  
 
 “American Contagions: Unexpected Pasts, Unwieldy Presents, and Contested Futures,” keynote lecture, Preparing 
for the Next Pandemic: Learning from the Past and the Present, University of St. Thomas School of Law, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 22, 2021 
 
“The Long History of the Coronavirus Crisis,” University College London, March 22, 2021 
  
“American Contagions: A Legal History of Epidemics,” University of Southern California, Center for Law, History, 
and Culture, Feb 3, 2021 
 
“Author Meets Readers,” Judicial Studies Program at the University of Reno, January 6, 2021 
 
How Pandemics Have Shaped the Law, KPFA Radio, December 2, 2020 
 
Appearance on Boston Public Radio, November 17, 2020 
  
Appearance on Wisconsin Public Radio, November 17, 2020 
  
Yale Law School Class of 1998 Book Event on James Copland’s The Unelected, Nov 16, 2020 
  
“Scrambling the New Sanitarian Synthesis: Civil Liberties and Public Health in the Age of COVID-19,” University 
of Chicago Legal Forum Symposium: Law for the Next Pandemic, November 6, 2020  
 
“American Contagions: A History,” The Yale Club of New York City, October 21, 2020 
 
”COVID, Executive Powers, Emergency Powers, and Civil Liberties,” Virtual COVID-19 Workshop, Solomon 
Center for Health Law & Policy, October 21, 2020  
 
“James Weldon Johnson’s Radical Philanthropy,” Fordham Law School Faculty Workshop, October 1, 2020  
 
“How to Make Law with Ideas,” Yale Law School Orientation Program, August, 2020 
 
“American Contagions,” The Legal History of Epidemics: A Colloquium, David Berg Foundation Institute for Law 
& History, Buchmann Faculty of Law, Tel Aviv University, Monday, May 25, 2020 
 
“Salus Populi,” a 5-Part Panopto Lecture, Yale Law School, April 2020  
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fblogs.tntech.edu%2Ftechtimes%2F2021%2Fevents%2F17th-annual-nolan-fowler-constitution-day-celebration%2F&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C11f603c0f9f8443562b608d9af492764%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637733550983438323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=uufDk2yPlQkmsNdzBMKnVuMO8Rd4GcLieONqQt3Hi8M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.diggingaholepodcast.com%2Fepisodes%2Fepisode-21-witt-moyn&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C11f603c0f9f8443562b608d9af492764%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637733550983428371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GyIul51ikv3yjgtua55KzmyYkLndWaNqV7%2BuD4AqEqY%3D&reserved=0
https://www.armyheritage.org/events/the-laws-of-armed-conflict-a-historical-view-with-dr-john-fabian-witt/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaw.depaul.edu%2Fabout%2Fevents%2Ffeatured-events%2Fclifford-symposium%2FPages%2FAbout-the-Symposia.aspx&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C11f603c0f9f8443562b608d9af492764%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637733550983428371%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ialn6qctCTv1B3kAUsHMmrWpyRITIQ%2BApOEeXe4iAq0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stthomas.edu%2Flaw%2Fevents%2F20210422lawjournalsymposium.html&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C11f603c0f9f8443562b608d9af492764%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637733550983418411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Mx0MP4rUdKq8tUnSzFvHqcXTBfGP44dSaZO%2F52T6sy8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stthomas.edu%2Flaw%2Fevents%2F20210422lawjournalsymposium.html&data=04%7C01%7Calieta.lynch%40yale.edu%7C11f603c0f9f8443562b608d9af492764%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637733550983418411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Mx0MP4rUdKq8tUnSzFvHqcXTBfGP44dSaZO%2F52T6sy8%3D&reserved=0
https://calendar.usc.edu/event/clhc_book_talk-_john_witt_yale_american_contagions_epidemics_and_the_law_from_smallpox_to_covid-19#.YF3bPK9KjIW
https://legal-forum.uchicago.edu/2020-legal-forum-symposium-law-next-pandemic
https://law.yale.edu/solomon-center/projects-publications/covid-19
https://yalelaw.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=84a0dbb7-140c-47e5-8df9-aba200d89659
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“The Radical Roots of Brown v. Board,” Yale Law School Faculty Workshop, Zoom, March 31, 2020 
 
“Tort as Private Administration,” Yale Law School Center for Private Law, February 11, 2020 (with Nathaniel 
Donahue) 
 
“Garland’s Million: The Radical Experiment to Save American Democracy,” NYU Legal History, January 27, 2020 
 
“Formalism and Realism,” Yale Law School Foundations of Legal Thought Series, January 15, 2020 
 
“Is the Law on Your Side?,” Yale Global Executive Leadership Program, Yale SOM, December 11, 2019 
 
“James Weldon Johnson’s Radical Philanthropy,” Chicago / Northwestern Legal History Workshop, October 23, 
2019 
 
“Tort as Private Administration,” American Bar Foundation Research Seminar, Chicago, Illinois, October 23, 2019 
 
"Social Histories of the Twentieth-Century Constitution” (with Jamal Greene), New York Historical Society, Sept. 
20, Oct. 4, Oct. 18, and Nov. 1, 2019 
 
“To Save the Country: National Emergencies from Lincoln to Trump,” Robert Ferguson Memorial Lecture, 
Columbia University, March 28, 2019 
 
“Formalism and Realism,” Yale Law School Foundations of Legal Thought Series, January 15, 2020 
 
Confronting the History and Memory of Injustice in the Public Square, American Association of Law Schools, New 
Orleans, January 5, 2019 
 
“To Save the Country: Reason and Necessity in Constitutional Emergencies,” Vanderbilt University Legal History 
Workshop, January 7, 2019 
 
“Comment on John Goldberg and Benjamin Zipursky, Recognizing Wrongs,” Harvard University Safra Center for 
Ethics, December 11, 2018 
 
"Habeas Corpus from the Tower to Guantamo Bay: A Comment on Amanda Tyler,” American Society for Legal 
History, Houston, November 9, 2018 
 
“To Save the Country: Francis Lieber and the Lost Lieber Manuscript," United States Military Academy at West 
Point, October 29, 2018 
 
“What Should Democrats Do About the Court?,” American Constitution Society, Yale Law School, October 25 
(with Ian Ayres), 2018 
 
“To Save the Country: Reason and Necessity in Constitutional Emergencies,” University of Southern California 
Law School Faculty Workshop, October 18, 2018 
 
"The Fund: James Weldon Johnson, Brown v. Board, and the Remaking of American Democracy,” University of 
Southern California, Center for Law, History, and Culture, October 18, 2018 
 
“Torts as Private Administration,” MDL at 50: The 50th Anniversary of Multidistrict Litigation, New York 
University, October 12, 2018 
 
“To Save the Country,” Conference on States of Exception in American History, University of Chicago, May 22, 
2018 

https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/news/nathaniel-donahue-and-john-fabian-witt-tort-private-administration
https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/news/nathaniel-donahue-and-john-fabian-witt-tort-private-administration
https://www.law.nyu.edu/sites/default/files/witt_nyu_legal_hist_01-14-2020.pdf
https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/yale-law-school-events/formalism-and-realism-john-witt-foundations-american-legal-thought
http://www.law.northwestern.edu/research-faculty/colloquium/legal-history/documents/garlands-million-the-radical-experiment-to-save-american-democracy.pdf
http://www.law.northwestern.edu/research-faculty/colloquium/legal-history/documents/garlands-million-the-radical-experiment-to-save-american-democracy.pdf
http://www.americanbarfoundation.org/events/3826
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/higher-education/institute-constitutional-history/past-events
https://www.nyhistory.org/education/higher-education/institute-constitutional-history/past-events
https://americanstudies.columbia.edu/news/save-country-national-emergencies-lincoln-trump
https://americanstudies.columbia.edu/news/save-country-national-emergencies-lincoln-trump
https://memberaccess.aals.org/eweb/DynamicPage.aspx?webcode=SesDetails&ses_key=DE5F19EE-E223-42CF-88B6-CF1A9F196BE8
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/history/lhc/2018-2019.php
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/history/lhc/2018-2019.php
https://aslh.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2018-ASLH-Program.pdf
https://aslh.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/2018-ASLH-Program.pdf
https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/law/center-for-the-rule-of-law/salvatore-series
https://westpoint.edu/academics/academic-departments/law/center-for-the-rule-of-law/salvatore-series
https://www.acslaw.org/event/what-should-democrats-do-about-the-court/
https://www.acslaw.org/event/what-should-democrats-do-about-the-court/
https://gould.usc.edu/assets/docs/workshops-and-conferences/downloads/1000124.pdf
https://gould.usc.edu/centers/clhc/events/feature/featured_workshops.cfm
https://gould.usc.edu/centers/clhc/events/feature/featured_workshops.cfm
http://www.law.nyu.edu/centers/civiljustice/2018-early-fall-conference-mdl-at-50
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“An Invisible College,”  Commencement Address Davenport College, May 21, 2018 
 
“Epistemic Institutions of the 1920s,” Yale MacMillan Center Conference on the 1920s, Apr. 13, 2018  
 
Panelist, “The Fourteenth Amendment as an Ending,” Many 14th Amendments, University of Miami Law School, 
Mar. 1–3, 2018 
 
“Two Humanitarianisms in Ambrose Bierce’s ‘An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge,’” War in Law and Literature 
Conference, University of Chicago Law School, Feb. 23, 2018 
 
“The Fund: A Story of Money and Democracy in America,” Legal History Workshop, Harvard Law School, Feb. 
15, 2018  
 
Chair and Panelist, “The Common Law Tradition,” Conference on Robert Gordon’s book, Taming the Past, Stanford 
Law School, Jan 13, 2018  
 
“The American Fund: A Story of Money and Politics,” Stanford Philanthropy and Civil Society Faculty Forum, Jan. 
11, 2018 
 
Expert Witness, University of Pennsylvania Inns of Court Mock Trial: United States v. Robert E. Lee, Nov. 9, 2017 
 
Commentator, “Author Meets readers: Laura Weinrib’s The Taming of Free Speech: America’s Civil Liberties 
Compromise," American Society for Legal Historians, Oct. 27, 2017 
 
The Art of Legal History, Yale College Mellon Forum, October 11, 2017  
 
“The Fund: A Story of Money and Politics in America,” ACS Progressive Scholarship Workshop, September 28, 
2017 
 
Yale College Forum on Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, September 6, 2017 
 
“Can Law Restrain War?,” Plenary Session of the Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations, 
Washington, D.C., June 22, 2017 
 
“The Switch: The 20th Century Reinvention of American Democracy,” SUNY Albany, April 6, 2017  
 
“The Radical Roots of Brown v. Board: A Blueprint for Modern Constitutional Change,” University of Colorado 
Boulder, Feb. 23, 2017 
 
“The Radical Roots of Brown v. Board: A Blueprint for Modern Constitutional Change,” Lafayette College, Feb. 16, 
2017 
 
“Lincoln in Afghanistan,” The Lincoln Club of Delaware, February 10, 2017 
 
“The Kerr Lecture: Philanthropy and the Reinvention of American Democracy,” Carnegie Mellon University, 
February 2, 2017 
 
Commentator, “Authors Meet Readers: Gautham Rao's National Duties and Karen Tani's States of Dependency -- 
New Legal Histories of the American State,” American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting, October 29, 
2016 
 
“The Switch: The Twentieth-Century Reinvention of American Freedom,” Butler University, October 20, 2016 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3146444
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3146444
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/oaa/workshops/law-and-history-workshop/
https://hls.harvard.edu/dept/oaa/workshops/law-and-history-workshop/
https://conferences.law.stanford.edu/tamingthepast/agenda/
https://conferences.law.stanford.edu/tamingthepast/agenda/
https://zapdoc.tips/american-society-for-legal-history.html
https://zapdoc.tips/american-society-for-legal-history.html
https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/yale-law-school-events/progressive-scholarship-workshop-prof-john-witt
https://law.yale.edu/yls-today/yale-law-school-events/progressive-scholarship-workshop-prof-john-witt
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2017/09/07/administrators-host-forum-after-daca-repeal/
https://aslh.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ASLH-Program.pdf
https://www.lafayettestudentnews.com/blog/2017/02/10/inspiration-in-a-crisis-of-democracy-author-and-professor-to-speak-at-college-next-week/
https://www.lafayettestudentnews.com/blog/2017/02/10/inspiration-in-a-crisis-of-democracy-author-and-professor-to-speak-at-college-next-week/
https://thetartan.org/2017/2/6/news/law_lecture
https://thetartan.org/2017/2/6/news/law_lecture
https://aslh.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ASLH-Program.pdf
https://aslh.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ASLH-Program.pdf
https://aslh.net/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/ASLH-Program.pdf
https://www.pbk.org/web/PBK_Member/Programs/Visiting_Scholars/2016-2017/John_Fabian_Witt.aspx
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“The Switch: The Twentieth-Century Reinvention of American Freedom,” Hiram College,  Thursday, October 13, 
2016 
 
“A Liberal Theory of Emergency Constitutionalism,” Yale American Constitution Society, October 6, 2016 
 
“The Puzzling Laws of War: From Lincoln to Afghanistan,” Dartmouth University, Friday, September 30, 2016 
 
“A New Birth of Freedom: How the Civil War Era Made a New America,” Yale for Life, June 6-June 10, 2016 
(with Akhil Amar) 
 
“James Weldon Johnson, Culture War, and the Roots of Brown v. Board,” Law and Society Association, New 
Orleans, June 3, 2016 
 
“Ideological Origins of the Civil War Amendments,” Second Circuit Judicial Conference, Saratoga, NY, May 25, 
2016 
 
“The American Fund: A Story of Money and Politics in America,” Yale School of Management’s “Convening at 
Yale” series, April 21, 2016 
 
“Weapons of Truth: Money, Propaganda, and Civil Liberties in World War I America,” Fulton Lecture, University 
of Chicago, April 19, 2016 
 
“The American Fund: a History of Money and Politics in America,” Columbia Law School Legal Theory 
Workshop, April 5, 2016 
 
“Equal Protection: Origins and Legacies of the Fourteenth Amendment,” Yale Gilder-Lehrman Center, Yale 
University, March 31, 2016 
 
“Apple versus the FBI,” Yale School of Management, March 7, 2016 
 
“Some Thoughts on Risa Goluboff, Vagrancy, and American Law,” University of Virginia School of Law, February 
10, 2016 
 
“Ives and MacPherson: Judicial Process in the Regulatory State,” American Association of Law Schools, Torts 
Section, January 8, 2016 
 
“The Evolving Role of Law in the U.S. Armed Forces (co-authored with Laura Ford Savarese, J.D. candidate, Yale 
Law School),” American Academy of Arts and Sciences Author Workshop New Dilemmas In Ethics, Technology, 
And War, November 4, 2015 
 
Moderator, "Agencies in American Political Development," Conference on Administrative Law from the Inside Out, 
Yale Law School, October 3, 2015 
 
“The Switch: Reinventing American Freedom, “ Jefferson Lecture, University of California, Berkeley, September 
17, 2015  
 
“Lincoln’s Code,” Jackson Men’s Breakfast Club, September 14, 2015 
 
‘The Evolution of the Role of the Law in U.S. Military Organizations,” American Academy of Arts and Sciences 
Author Workshop, June 28, 2015 
 

https://www.pbk.org/web/PBK_Member/Programs/Visiting_Scholars/2016-2017/John_Fabian_Witt.aspx
http://news.dartmouth.edu/events/event?event=41409#.WCH0v00VCUk
http://yaleforlife.org/course-1
http://yaleforlife.org/course-1
https://ww3.aievolution.com/lsa1601/index.cfm?do=ev.pubSearchEvents
https://ww3.aievolution.com/lsa1601/index.cfm?do=ev.pubSearchEvents
http://som.yale.edu/event/2016/04/john-witt-yc-94-law-99-phd-00-american-fund-story-money-and-politics-america
http://som.yale.edu/event/2016/04/john-witt-yc-94-law-99-phd-00-american-fund-story-money-and-politics-america
http://web.law.columbia.edu/legal-theory-workshop/spring-2016-schedule-and-papers
http://web.law.columbia.edu/legal-theory-workshop/spring-2016-schedule-and-papers
http://players.brightcove.net/1822790495001/default_default/index.html?videoId=4812171345001
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZTNQdrA9C0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.aals.org/am2016/
https://www.aals.org/am2016/
https://www.amacad.org/content.aspx?i=22026
https://www.amacad.org/content.aspx?i=22026
https://www.law.yale.edu/yls-today/conferences/administrative-law-inside-out-conference-themes-work-jerry-mashaw
https://www.law.yale.edu/yls-today/conferences/administrative-law-inside-out-conference-themes-work-jerry-mashaw
http://events.berkeley.edu/?event_ID=90635
http://events.berkeley.edu/?event_ID=90635
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“Lincoln’s Code: The Laws of War in American History,” Yale Law School Association of Southern California 
Tobin Brunch, June 27, 2015 
 
“Two Humanitarianisms: The History of Humanitarian Law,” European Union Institute, June 9, 2015 
 
“Freedom and Restraint: Lincoln and the Origins of the Laws of War,” Association of Yale Alumni Lecture, May 
30, 2015 
 
“To Save the Country,” State of Exception in American History Conference, Cambridge University, May 15, 2015 
 
“Torture, Terror and War: Studying the Law and Ethics of War after a Quaker Education,” Germantown Friends 
School, May 9, 2015 
 
The Semi-Annual LW403 Lecture, United States Military Academy at West Point, March 25, 2015  
 
"Two Humanitarianisms," Stanford Law School Faculty Workshop, March 18, 2015 
 
"Making Sense of the Laws of War: Three Lessons from Abraham Lincoln," Branford College Fellows Lecture, 
February 19, 2015 
 
"Lincoln's Code," Southern Methodist University and the George W. Bush Presidential Library, December 3, 2014 
 
"Law and Responsibility," keynote address at the Yale Law School Graduate Students Conference keynote address, 
Nov 15, 2014 
 
"Slavery and the Laws of War," New York Historical Society, September-November 2014 
Chair and Commentator, Kitty Preyer Honorary Panel, American Society for Legal History, Denver, Nov 8, 2014 
 
"Modernism and Antimodernism," Connecticut Celebrates! 100th Anniversary of the Richard C. Lee Courthouse, 
October 30, 2014 
 
“Slavery and the Laws of War,” New York Historical Society Seminar, Sept. 19-Oct. 24, 2014 
 
“Two Humanitarianisms,” Boston College Clough Center for the Study of Constitutional Democracy, Sept. 17, 2014 
 
“What is Law?” Yale Law School New Students Orientation, August 27, 2014 
 
“Lincoln’s Code,” Yale Law School Alumni, Miami, FL, June 5, 2014 
 
“Neutrality’s Discontents: International Law and Its History,” History of International Law Workshop, Columbia 
University, May 26, 2014 
 
“Lincoln and the JAGS: The Origins of the Modern Laws of War,” United States Court of Appeals for the Armed 
Forces, May 21, 2014 
 
“Two Humanitarianisms,” Yale Law School Faculty Workshop, April 28, 2014 
 
"Lincoln's Code: The Puzzle of the Laws of War in American History," Abraham Lincoln Institute Annual 
Symposium, March 22, 2014 
 
“Lincoln’s Code,” Center for Liberal Arts and Free Institutions at UCLA, March 13-15, 2014 
 
“From Gettysburg to Guantanamo: 150 Years of the Lieber Code, Columbia Law School, Nov. 21, 2013 

http://nuhistam.blogspot.com/2015/03/states-of-exception-in-american-history.html
http://www.germantownfriends.org/alumni-center/alumni-weekend/conversations-with-alumni/index.aspx
http://www.germantownfriends.org/alumni-center/alumni-weekend/conversations-with-alumni/index.aspx
http://www.lincolnbicentennial.org/lincoln-news/winter-2014-2015
http://www.law.yale.edu/news/2014doctoralconference_sched.htm
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Faslh.net%2Fwordpress%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2014%2F10%2F2014-ASLH-Program-LR.pdf&ei=vqhtVYmuGYn3yQSkrIC4Aw&usg=AFQjCNEA29Uc6HI_Q1obhRC1mCvqpZNs-Q
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CB4QFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ctd.uscourts.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2FCT%2520Celebrates%2520Pres%2520Release.pdf&ei=aoZsVaiaJob9yQSW54LADw&usg=AFQjCNHzdHjuAYk2khmTJA9IkMFNBG9pdw
http://www.h-net.org/announce/show.cgi?ID=212829
http://www.lincoln-institute.org/symposia/sym2014/index.htm
http://www.lincoln-institute.org/symposia/sym2014/index.htm
http://www.clafi.ucla.edu/clafi-events/
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Chair, “Civil Liberties Law and the Administrative State,1930-1950,” American Society for Legal Historians 
Annual Conference, Nov. 8-9, 2013 
 
“Lincoln’s Code and the Laws of War,” The Lincoln Forum Annual Symposium, Nov. 8, 2013 
 
Keynote Address, Southern Historical Society Annual Meeting, St. Louis, MO, Nov. 1, 2013 
 
“Constructing the Story of the Union Blockade, 1861-1865: A Case Study in the Tactical Utility of International 
Law,” Engaging the Writings of Martti Koskenniemi 2013 Laura H. Carnell Chair Workshop, Temple University, 
April 12, 2013 
 
“Lincoln’s Code,” Library of Congress Center for the Book, April 9, 2013 
 
“‘Emancipation: The Moral Pivot of American History,” Gilder-Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, 
Resistance, and Abolition, Yale University, April 8, 2013 
 
“ Lincoln’s Code,” International Security Studies and Grand Strategy Lecture, Yale University, April 2, 2013 
 
Seminar Leader on “The Supreme Court in the Age of Holmes and Brandeis,” New York Historical Society, 
February 7, 2013 (with Melvin Urofsky) 
 
“Creating War Crimes,” Panelist, Gruber Program for Global Justice and Women’s Rights, Yale Law School, 
January 29, 2013 
 
“Two Conceptions of Suffering in War,” Fordham Law School Faculty Workshop, January 17, 2013 
 
"Law and the Modern American Warfare State," Moderator, American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting, 
November 9, 2012  
 
“Two Conceptions of Suffering in the Laws of War," Harvard Law School International Law Workshop, November 
1, 2012 
 
“Emancipation's Hidden Legacy: Lincoln and the Laws of War,” Proclaiming Emancipation Symposium, University 
of Michigan, October 26, 2012 
 
“Lincoln's Code: The Laws of War in American History,” Yale Law Library Book Talk: October 23, 2012 
 
“Sherman at Atlanta: The Moral Structure of the Laws of War,” Project on War and Security in Law, Culture and 
Society, Emory University School of Law, October 22, 2012 
 
"Lincoln's Code," Center for International & Comparative Law/Center for Law, Ethics, and National Security 
Lecture, Duke Law School, October 9, 2012 
 
"Lincoln's Code," International Criminal Law Colloquium, Columbia Law School, October 5, 2012 
 
“Lincoln in Afghanistan: The Laws of War and Emancipation's Global Legacy," Sealy Lecture, University of Texas 
School of Law, October 1, 2012 
 
"The Health Care Case: The Supreme Court’s Decision and its Implications," Columbia Law School, September 28, 
2012 
 

http://aslh.net/upcoming-conference/2013-conference/
http://aslh.net/upcoming-conference/2013-conference/
http://www.thelincolnforum.org/Registrationnews.php
http://sha.uga.edu/meeting/index.htm
https://sites.temple.edu/iilppkoskenniemi2013/about-martti/
http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2013/13-056.html
http://www.law.yale.edu/news/16744.htm
http://www.law.yale.edu/news/16744.htm
http://www.nyhistory.org/education/college-graduate-students/institute-constitutional-history/past-events
http://www.nyhistory.org/education/college-graduate-students/institute-constitutional-history/past-events
http://www.law.yale.edu/intellectuallife/gruber_moreno-ocampo.htm
http://www.law.yale.edu/intellectuallife/gruber_moreno-ocampo.htm
http://www.legalhistorian.org/conferences/aslh__conference_2012.shtml
http://www.legalhistorian.org/conferences/aslh__conference_2012.shtml
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2012/10/page/2/
http://www.thefacultylounge.org/2012/10/page/2/
http://morris.law.yale.edu/record=g100452~S3
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vM9vjFdNmGY
http://web.law.duke.edu/cicl/news/story?id=8019&u=26
http://web.law.duke.edu/cicl/news/story?id=8019&u=26
http://web.law.columbia.edu/constitutional-governance/events/past-events
http://web.law.columbia.edu/constitutional-governance/events/past-events
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"The Great Playground Debate: Tort Law and the American Playground," Yale Law School,  September 21, 2012 
(with Benjamin Barton and Philip Howard) 
 
"Connecting Foreign Relations and Domestic Law in the Early Republic," Society for Historians of American 
Foreign Relations Annual Meeting, June 29, 2012 
 
“Two Humanitarianisms,” University of Alabama Law School, March 30, 2012 
 
“Legacies of the Civil War,” David Brion Davis Lecture, Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Yale 
University, March 29, 2012 
 
“Symposium on G. Edward White,” Law in American History, University of Virginia Law School, Feb. 27, 2012 
 
“Schools of Misrule,” debate with Walter Olson, Yale Law School Federalist Society, Feb. 22, 2012 
 
“Lincoln’s Code,” Columbia Human Rights Law Seminar, Feb. 21, 2012 
 
“Lincoln’s Code,” Stanford Law School Legal History Colloquium, Feb. 6, 2012 
 
“Francis Lieber and the Laws of War,” University of Connecticut School of Law Faculty Workshop, Jan. 25, 2012 
 
“Emancipation and the Laws of War,” American Association of Law Schools, Jan. 7, 2012 
 
“The Origins of the Modern Laws of War,” Yale Law School Annual Meeting at the American Association of Law 
Schools, Jan. 5, 2012 
 
“Francis Lieber, Abraham Lincoln, and the Laws of War,” Yale International History Conference, Nov. 29, 2011 
 
“Drones and Targeted Killings,” Yale Law School Federalist Society, Nov. 16, 2011 
 
“Prosecuting Terrorists: Military Commissions,” (with Gene Fidell), Yale Law School American Constitution 
Society,  September 28, 2011 
 
“The Civil War and the Law of War,” American Society for International Law, May 18, 2011 
 
“Rules of Wrong: The Crime-War Boundary and the American Invention of the War Crime, 1815-1848,” Stanford 
Law School Legal Studies Seminar, April 7, 2011   
 
“Inventing the War Crime,” Zocalo Public Square, March 14, 2011 
 
“Lincoln’s Code: The Puzzling History of the Laws of War,” Harvard Law School Legal History Workshop, March 
3, 2011 
 
“Lincoln’s Code: The Puzzling History of the Laws of War,” Allen H. Duffy Class of 1960 Inaugural Lecture, Yale 
Law School, February 28, 2011 
 
“Emancipation and the Laws of War,” Princeton University Politics Department, February 10, 2011 
 
“Balancing Acts: 20th Century Democracies and Respect for the Law,” American Society for Legal History annual 
meeting, November 19, 2010 
 
“A False Feeling of Mercy: The Laws of War in the Age of Jackson,” University of Michigan Law School, 
November 8, 2010  

http://www.law.harvard.edu/faculty/faculty-workshops/witt.legal.history.workshop.spring.2011.pdf
http://www.law.yale.edu/news/12659.htm
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“The Future of Gun Control,” Yale Law School Federalist Society, October 2010 
 
“Reflections on the Laws of War in American History,” University of California at Irvine, April 2010 
 
“The Political Economy of Pain,” Conference in Honor of William E. Nelson, NYU School of Law, May 2010 
 
“The Constitution and the Economy,” Seminar at the New York Historical Society, co-leader with James 
Surowiecki, February to March 2010 
 
“Powers of War and Peace: The Laws of War in Early America,” New York University Golieb History Colloquium, 
February 16, 2010 
 
Moderator, “The Medical Malpractice Debate,” Yale Law School / American Constitution Society, December 7, 
2009 
 
“The Problem of International Law in America,” Yale Law School / American Constitution Society, December 1, 
2009 
 
“The Social Histories of International Law,” Santa Clara University, November 6, 2009 
 
“Learned Puffendorffs and Jacksonian Soldiers: The Laws of War in American History,” Yale Human Rights 
Workshop, September 24, 2009 
 
“Humanity in America,”  
Harvard International Law Workshop, October 18, 2008 
Yale Law School Faculty Workshop, October 2008 
Cornell Public Law Workshop, April 2009 
University of Chicago Legal History Workshop, April 2009 
New York University Public Law Workshop, October 19, 2009 
 
“Values and Assumptions in American Labor Law,” University of Buffalo, September, 2008 
 
“The Political Economy of Pain,” The Common Good / Brookings conference on The Boundaries of Litigation, 
April 12, 2008 
 
“The Law of Counterinsurgency Damages,” University of Chicago Public Law Workshop, April 8, 2008 
Commentator, Alberico Gentili Conference, New York University School of Law, March 14, 2008 
 
“The Law of Counterinsurgency Damages,” Loyola Law School conference on the Frontiers of Tort Law, January 
2008 
 
Patriots and Cosmopolitans, Treasury Executive Institute and United States Department of the Treasury, November 
28, 2007 
 
Patriots and Cosmopolitans, George Washington University, April 9, 2007 
 
Patriots and Cosmopolitans, Fordham Law School Faculty Workshop, March 2007 
 
Commentator, “Governing Globalism: The U.S. and the World,” American Society for Legal History, November 17, 
2006 
 
“The King and the Dean,” Boalt Hall Faculty Workshop, November, 2006 
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“The Law of the Erie Canal,” Historical Society of the Courts of the State of New York, October 4, 2006 
 
“The Little Dictatorship of the Plaintiffs’ Lawyer: Rules of Law and the Rule of the Market in American Tort Law,” 
Clifford Symposium, Depaul University, April 2006 
 
“The Organization of the American Plaintiffs’ Bar,” New York Law School Symposium on the Plaintiffs’ Bar, 
March 2006 
 
“The King and the Dean: Melvin Belli, Roscoe Pound, and the Common Law Nation,” Yale Legal History 
Workshop, January 31, 2006 
 
Commentator, “The Early History of the International Law of Occupation,” Columbia Center for International 
History, November 18, 2005 
 
Annenberg Distinguished Speakers’ Series, University of Pennsylvania History Department, October 27, 2005 
 
“The King and the Dean: Melvin Belli, Roscoe Pound, and the Common Law Nation,” 
Columbia History Department Faculty-Graduate Seminar, December 1, 2006 
University of California at Berkeley, November 8, 2006 
Columbia Law School Faculty Paper Series, September 29, 2005  
Stanford Law School Legal Theory Workshop, September 22, 2005 
 
“Internationalism and the Dilemmas of Strategic Patriotism,” University of Tulsa Legal Scholarship Symposium 
honoring the work of Nadine Strossen, September 19, 2005 
 
“The Pyramid and the Machine: James Wilson’s American Founding,” New York University School of Law Legal 
History Colloquium, August 31, 2005 
 
“An Institutional Account of American Tort Law,” Baldy Center for Law & Social Policy, SUNY Buffalo, Mar. 25, 
2005 
 
“The Internationalist Beginnings of American Civil Liberties,” Yale Legal Theory Workshop, Jan. 27, 2005 
 
“The Inevitability of Aggregated Settlement: An Account of American Tort Law” 
New York Law School Workshop on “Master Trends in the Law,” November 16, 2004 
Brooklyn Law School Mass Torts Series, November 22, 2004 
Institute for Law and Economic Policy, Miami, April 24, 2004 
New York City Torts Group Brown Bag Series, April 7, 2004 
Columbia Law School Faculty Lunch Series, April 1, 2004 
 
“State Constitutions and American Tort Law: A History,” Columbia Law School Public Law and Legal Theory 
Working Paper 04-67, March 7, 2004 
 
“Add Women and Stir? The Internationalist Beginnings of American Civil Liberties,” National Women’s History 
Month Presentation to the Columbia Law Women’s Association, March 2004 
 
“Crystal Eastman and the Internationalist Beginnings of American Civil Liberties”  
Law & Society Association Meeting, Las Vegas, June 2005 
American Society for Legal History Annual Conference, October 30, 2004 
USC Legal Theory Workshop, October 2004 
University of Texas Faculty Colloquium, September 2004 
UCLA Law School Legal History Workshop, November 20, 2003 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=959948
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40040440
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=959948
http://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?collection=journals&handle=hein.journals/tlj41&id=795
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=959951
http://ssrn.com/abstract=539802
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_The_Inevitability_of_Aggregate_Settlement.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=515662
http://ssrn.com/abstract=539802
http://www.law.yale.edu/documents/pdf/Faculty/Witt_Crystal_Eastman_and_the_Internationalist_Beginnings_of_American_Civil_Liberties.pdf
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Columbia Law School Faculty Workshop, November 6, 2003 
Brooklyn Law School Legal Theory Workshop, November 13, 2003 
University of Kyoto, May 18, 2004 
University of Tokyo, May 19, 2004 
 
“The Passion of William Werner,” Harvard Law School Faculty Workshop, November 17, 2003 
 
“The Accidental Republic: Contingency and Risk in the Making of American Accident Law,” American Society for 
Legal History, November 15, 2003 
 
Participant in the Robert Levi Leadership Symposium on Compensation for Victims of Terrorism, Johns Hopkins 
University, November 13-14, 2003 
 
“Some Thoughts on Interdisciplinary Legal Scholarship,” Law & Humanities Conference, Columbia Law School, 
June 1, 2003 
 
“The Passion of William Werner,” University of Michigan Law School Legal History Workshop, March 28, 2003 
 
“The Passion of William Werner,” Boston University Legal History Workshop, February 28, 2003 
 
“An Evolutionary History of the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund,” American Association of Law 
School, Insurance Section, January 2003 
 
“From Free Labor to Actuarial Risk: Workmen’s Compensation and the Statistical Revolution in American Law,” 
American Society for Legal History, November 2002 
 
“Some Historical Thoughts on the Appearance of Distributive Justice in American Tort Law,”  Law and the 
Disappearance of Class in Twentieth-Century America Conference, University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
November 2002 
 
“Accidents and the Statistical Revolution in American Law,” Columbia Law School Society for Law and Ideas, 
November 2002 
 
“The Passion of William Werner,” Columbia Law School Faculty Retreat, October 2002 
 
“Workmen's Compensation and the Logics of Social Insurance,” Columbia Law School, Pub. Law Research Paper 
No. 02-41, April 2002 
 
“Workmen’s Compensation and the Logics of Social Insurance,” New York University Legal History Colloquium, 
April 2002 
 
“Commentary on Douglas Hay, ‘Master and Servant in the British Empire,’” Columbia Law School Legal History 
Series, April 2002 
 
“Accident Law, the Family Wage, and the Gendered Structure of the American Welfare State,” American Society 
for Legal History, October 2001 
 
 
Davenport College Teas 
 
 “Katherine Lustman and the History of Davenport College: A Portrait Unveiling,” celebrating the first woman to 
serve as master of a Yale residential college, April 12, 2022 
 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=311582
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=311582
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 “The NFL Players’ Association,” with DeMaurice Smith, president of the NFLPA, April 7, 2022 
 
“Admiral Hyman Rickover and the Nuclear Navy,” with author Marc Wortman, March 2, 2022 
 
“The New Political Economy,”  with journalist Nicholas Lemann, February 17, 2022 
 
“Immigrant History Initiative,” with immigration activists Kathy Lu & Julia Wang, October 6, 2021  
 
“A Conversation on Black Leopard, Red Wolf,” with novelist Marlon James, poet Dwayne Betts, and student Onyi 
Onuoha, April 21, 2021 
 
“A Beginner’s Guide to America,” with the writer Roya Hakakian, March 24, 2021 
 
“Governing in the City,” with Kevin Alvarez of the New Haven mayor’s office, March 10, 2021 
 
“Three Equations of Happiness,” with Arthur Brooks of the American Enterprise Institute and the Harvard Kennedy 
School, February 18, 2021 
 
“Fighting for Low-Income First Gen Students: A Davenport Alum in the Trenches,” with student advocate Kimberly 
Jones, November 11, 2020  
 
“We Hold the Government to Its Word, A Conversation about McGirt v. Oklahoma,” with Jeff Fife and Ashleigh 
Fixico of the Muscogee Nation, and Professor Gerald Torres, November 5, 2020 
  
“Apollo’s Arrow: The Profound and Enduring Impact of Coronavirus on the Way We Live,” with Sterling Professor 
Nicholas Christakis, November 2, 2020 
 
“American Contagions: A Legal History of Epidemics,” October 27, 2020 
  
“Hate and Forgiveness: Reflections from Rwanda,” with anthropologist Louisa Lombard and Rwandan artist 
Hyppolite Ntigurirwa, October 15, 2020 
 
“About Breonna Taylor,” with poet Dwayne Betts, October 7, 2020 
 
“Life in Cable News in the Trump Era,” with CNN commentator Asha Rangappa, September 30, 2020 
  
“COVID-19 in Connecticut and Beyond,” with Dr. Albert Ko of the Yale School of Public Health, September 2, 
2020 
  
“The National Maternal Mortality Crisis,” with Yale medical school’s Katherine Campbell, March 4, 2020  
 
“My Journey to the Majors,” with George Lombard, first base coach of the Los Angeles Dodgers, January 16, 2020 
 
“Opioids in Appalachia,” with filmmaker Elaine McMillion Sheldon, November 7, 2019 
 
“The Meritocracy Trap,” with Yale Law School’s Daniel Markovits, November 4, 2019,  
 
“Public Memory and the Age of Trump,” with Adam Serwer of The Atlantic, October 21, 2019  
 
“The New Movement to Transform American Prosecution,” with Emily Bazelon of the New York Times Magazine, 
April 11, 2019 
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“Building Justice and Security: A Talk on Community Organizing,” with Egyptian-American activist Rana 
Abdelhamid, April 5, 2019 
 
“Health Stories from the Front Lines — The Justice Crisis in American Health Care,” with Njeri Thande of the Yale 
Medical School, April 3, 2019 
 
“Environmentalism for a Twenty-First Century,” with Indian environmental economist Pavan Sukhdev, March 6, 
2019 
 
“Is Monday Night Football the American Dream?” with Joe Tessitore of ESPN, February 26, 2019 
 
“From Yale, to the Cabinet, to China and Beyond,” with Gary Locke, former U.S. Commerce Secretary and 
Ambassador to China, February 20, 2019 
 
“The Family Separation Crisis on the Border,” with Efren Olivares of Immigrant Justice Project, February 7, 2019 
 
“Making Magic on the Radio,” with Kaari Pitkin of WNYC, February 6, 2019 
 
“A Conversation on There, There: A Novel,” with Tommy Orange, January 31, 2019 
 
“Whose Freedom, Whose Speech? The Future of Campus Free Speech,” with Suzanne Nossell of PEN America, 
January 23, 2019 
 
“She Has Her Mother’s Laugh,” a book talk with science writer Carl Zimmer, December 5, 2018 
 
“A Conversation on Pachinko,” with novelist Min Jin Lee, November 29, 2018 
 
“A Conversation on The Stones at Yale,” with artist and author Adam Van Doren, November 7, 2018  
 
“Can Democracy Survive the Internet?” with Nathaniel Persily of Stanford Law School, October 4, 2018 
 
“Card Sharks and Con Men” with Maria Konnikova of The New Yorker, October 2, 2018 
 
“Women in Finance,” with Carter Simonds of Blue Ridge Capital, September 17, 2018 
 
“Color, Class, and the Conservative Future,” with Reihan Salam of The National Review, Apr. 2, 2018  
 
“Y2Y and Youth Homelessness,” with Sam Greenberg and Sarah Rosenkrantz, Mar. 29, 2018 
 
"The American Century and the Trump Challenge,” with U.S. Ambassador Daniel Fried, Feb. 22, 2018 
 
“A Conversation on Manhattan Beach,” with novelist Jennifer Egan, January 30, 2018 
 
“The Effects of Unauthorized Status on Child and Youth Development,” with NYU psychologist Hirokazu 
Yoshikawa, Jan. 25, 2018 
 
“Writing in Hollywood,” with Chris Keyser of the Writers’ Guild of America West, Oct. 23, 2017 
 
“A Conversation on Locking Up Our Own,” with Yale Law School’s James Forman Jr., October 3, 2017  
 
“Grand Strategy,” with professors Julia Adams and Beverly Gage, September 27, 2017 
 
“Asylum Law and Advocacy,” with Conchita Cruz of the Asylum Seeker Advocacy Project, September 13, 2017 

https://davenport.yalecollege.yale.edu/event/y2y-young-adults-uniting-end-homelessness
https://yaledailynews.com/blog/2018/01/30/egan-offers-insight-into-creative-process/
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Briefs 
 
Brief of Legl Scholars in Platkin v. FSS Armory, Inc., Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, June 2024, 
arguing that the federal Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act does not preempt a New Jersey firearm 
nuisance statute 

Brief of Legal Scholars in Platkin v. Arms Unlimited, Inc., Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, 
October 2024, arguing that the federal Protection of Lawful Commerce in Arms Act does not preempt deceptive 
marketing claims under a New Jersey consumer protection statute 

Brief of American Historians, in Trump v. Anderson, U.S. Supreme Court, January 29, 2024 (with Jill Lepore, David 
Blight, and Drew Gilpin Faust) 
 
Brief of Legal Scholars in National Shooting Sports Foundation v. Lopez, D. Hawaii, Sep. 29, 2023 
 
Brief of Legal Scholars in National Shooting Sports Foundation v. Bonta, S.D. Cal., July 28, 2023 
 
Brief of Legal Scholars in National Shooting Sports Foundation v. Ferguson, E.D. Wash., June 7, 2023 
 
Brief of Legal Scholars, in National Shooting Sports Foundation v. Attorney General of New Jersey, United States 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, April 9, 2023 
 
Brief of Torts Professors as Amici Curiae in Support of Respondents, Glacier Northwest v. Int’l Brotherhood of 
Teamsters Local No. 174, No. 21-1449, November 2022 (with Mark Geistfeld) 
 
Brief of Legal Historians as Amici Curiae in Support of Respondent, Department of Homeland Security v. 
Thuraissigiam, 2020 WL 416674 (U.S.), January 22, 2020 
 
Brief of Torts Scholars as Amici Curiae in Support of Respondents in Comcast Corp. v. National                                         
Ass'n of African-American Owned Media and Entertainment Studio Networks, 2019 WL 4748379 (U.S.), 
September 27, 2019 (with Mark Gergen) 
 
Gill v. Whitford, 137 S.Ct. 2268 (2017), Brief of Historians as Amici Curiae   
 
Soto v. Bushmaster Firearms International, LLC, 2016 WL20625507, Brief of Law Professors as Amici Curiae. 
 
Boumediene v. Bush, 128 S. Ct. 2229 (2008), Brief of Legal Historians as Amici Curiae 
 
Ramroop v. Flex-Craft Printing, Inc., 896 N.E.2d 69 (N.Y. 2008), Brief of New York Labor and Employment Law 
Professors as Amici Curiae 
 
FAIR v. Rumsfeld, 547 U.S. 47 (2006), Brief Amici Curiae of 56 Columbia Law School Faculty Members 
 
 
Fellowships and Honors 
 
Pennsylvania Canvas and Pre-Canvas Observer for state attorney general Josh Shapiro in the 2020 General Election, 
Luzerne County, November 3-6, 2020  
 
Distinguished Lecturer of the American Historical Association, 2012-  
 

https://firearmslaw.duke.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-04-07-Legal-Scholars-Brief-Filed.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/search.aspx?filename=/docket/docketfiles/html/public/21-1449.html
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I02866d1a417311ea812e8c769f754212/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad6ad3b0000017130e0f886ddcde67e%3FNav%3DBRIEF%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI02866d1a417311ea812e8c769f754212%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=669689917e8f1f45bc29b34efa6806da&list=BRIEF&rank=16&sessionScopeId=a1fb7d341bc2fe8ae991fffac8238b721bfda53ef8bfeccb79e456f1e3e71c5b&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I02866d1a417311ea812e8c769f754212/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad6ad3b0000017130e0f886ddcde67e%3FNav%3DBRIEF%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI02866d1a417311ea812e8c769f754212%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=669689917e8f1f45bc29b34efa6806da&list=BRIEF&rank=16&sessionScopeId=a1fb7d341bc2fe8ae991fffac8238b721bfda53ef8bfeccb79e456f1e3e71c5b&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I1a8d5b47e41811e9a76eb9e71287f4ea/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad6ad3b0000017130e551bfddcde93a%3FNav%3DBRIEF%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI1a8d5b47e41811e9a76eb9e71287f4ea%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=740eaf57cccb25f3c1f136cfb8ed345f&list=BRIEF&rank=20&sessionScopeId=a1fb7d341bc2fe8ae991fffac8238b721bfda53ef8bfeccb79e456f1e3e71c5b&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I1a8d5b47e41811e9a76eb9e71287f4ea/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad6ad3b0000017130e551bfddcde93a%3FNav%3DBRIEF%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI1a8d5b47e41811e9a76eb9e71287f4ea%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=740eaf57cccb25f3c1f136cfb8ed345f&list=BRIEF&rank=20&sessionScopeId=a1fb7d341bc2fe8ae991fffac8238b721bfda53ef8bfeccb79e456f1e3e71c5b&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
https://1.next.westlaw.com/Document/I1a8d5b47e41811e9a76eb9e71287f4ea/View/FullText.html?navigationPath=Search%2Fv1%2Fresults%2Fnavigation%2Fi0ad6ad3b0000017130e551bfddcde93a%3FNav%3DBRIEF%26fragmentIdentifier%3DI1a8d5b47e41811e9a76eb9e71287f4ea%26parentRank%3D0%26startIndex%3D1%26contextData%3D%2528sc.Search%2529%26transitionType%3DSearchItem&listSource=Search&listPageSource=740eaf57cccb25f3c1f136cfb8ed345f&list=BRIEF&rank=20&sessionScopeId=a1fb7d341bc2fe8ae991fffac8238b721bfda53ef8bfeccb79e456f1e3e71c5b&originationContext=Search%20Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=%28sc.Search%29
http://www.scotusblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/16-1161-bsac-historians.pdf
http://web2.westlaw.com/result/previewcontroller.aspx?TF=756&TC=4&serialnum=2013082621&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&sv=Split&utid=1&rs=WLW11.07&tc=-1&tf=-1&findtype=Y&fn=_top&mt=LawSchool&vr=2.0&pbc=55F0ADCE&ordoc=2016293010&RP=/find/default.wl&bLinkViewer=true
http://web2.westlaw.com/result/previewcontroller.aspx?TF=756&TC=4&serialnum=2007361581&rp=%2ffind%2fdefault.wl&sv=Split&utid=1&rs=WLW11.07&tc=-1&tf=-1&findtype=Y&fn=_top&mt=LawSchool&vr=2.0&pbc=FF04E4BE&ordoc=2008590755&RP=/find/default.wl&bLinkViewer=true
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The Society of American Historians, 2015- 
 
Fellow, American Academy of Arts & Sciences, 2014- 
 
Organization of American Historians Distinguished Lecturer, 2013- 
 
Guggenheim Fellow, 2010-11 
 
Visiting Lecturer, University of Tokyo, May 2004 
 
Samuel I. Golieb Research Fellow in Legal History, 1999-2000, New York University School Of Law 
 
Littleton-Griswold Fellowship, American Historical Association, 1999-2000 
 
Larry J. Hackman Research Residency, New York State Archive Partnership Trust, 1999-2000. 
 
Legal History Fellow, Yale Law School, 1998-1999 
 
John M. Olin Fellow, Yale Law School Center for Law And Economics, August 1998 
 
Coker Fellow and Assistant-in-Instruction, Yale Law School, Fall 1998  
 
Teaching Fellow, Yale Department of Political Science, Professor Rogers Smith, Spring 1998  
 
 
Select Professional Service 
 
Co-director, Yale Law School Program in Legal History, July 2009 to present  
 
Yale University Press Publications Committee, July 2024 to present 
 
Chair, William Nelson Cromwell Foundation Article Prize Committee, 2023 to present 
 
Honors Committee, American Society for Legal History, 2022 to present 
 
Head of Davenport College, Yale University, July 2017 to May 2022 
 
Special advisor to Yale & Slavery Research Project, 2021 
 
John Phillip Reid Book Award Committee, American Society for Legal History, 2019-2022 
 
Littleton-Griswold Book Prize Committee, American Historical Association, 2017-2020 
 
Advisory Committtee on the Cromwell Prizes, American Society for Legal History, 2015-2018 
 
Chair, Yale University Committee to Establish Principles on Renaming, Fall 2016  
 
Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Lecturer, 2016-2017 
 
Board of Directors, Yale Law Journal Company, May 2011- 2016 
 
Academic Advisory Board, New-York Historical Society Institute for Constitutional History, 2007-2010 
 

https://law.yale.edu/studying-law-yale/areas-interest/legal-history
https://news.yale.edu/2017/04/18/john-fabian-witt-named-next-head-davenport-college
http://president.yale.edu/sites/default/files/files/CEPR_FINAL_12-2-16.pdf
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Editorial Board, Law and History Review, 2006-2012 
 
Editorial Board, Law & Social Inquiry 
 
Co-director, Columbia Law School Program in Legal History (with Ariela Dubler), 2001-2009 
 
Chair of the Program Committee for the American Society for Legal History, 2006 Annual Meeting  
 
Publications Committee, American Society for Legal History, 2004-2007 
 
Co-organizer (with William E. Forbath) of “Empire, Human Rights, and Transnational Contexts in the History of  
 
American Law,” conference held October 28, 2004 at the University of Texas School of Law 
 
Editorial Board Member of Labor History, 2003-2007 
 
Program Committee for the American Society for Legal History, 2005 Annual Meeting 
 
Program Committee for the American Society for Legal History, 2003 Annual Meeting 
 
 
Bar Admission 
 
New York 
 
 
 
Other Service 
 
Convenor, Yale Law School Faculty Workshop, Spring Term 2024 
 
Co-editor of The Waiver Society Project, at https://www.waiversociety.org/ 
 
Board of Directors, Yale Law School Early Learning Center, 2012-2015 
 
Board of Directors, Calvin Hill Preschool, 2012-2015 
 
 
Select Ph.D. Students Advised 
 
Jenné Ayers, JD Yale / Ph.D Yale, in progress 
Beck Boorstein, JD Chicago / Ph.D Yale in progress 
Gregory Briker, JD / Ph.D Yale, in progress, Institute for Constitutional Advocacy and Protection 
Zachary Brown, JD / Ph.D Yale, in progress 
Christian Burset, JD / Ph.D Yale, Professor of Law, Notre Dame Law School 
Nathanial Donahue, JD / Ph.D Yale, Golieb Fellow, NYU School of Law 
Kellen Funk, JD Yale / Ph.D Princeton, Associate Professor, Columbia Law School 
Marie-Amelie George, JD Columbia / Ph.D Yale, Professor of Law, Wake Forest 
Maeve Glass, JD Columbia / Ph.D Princeton, Associate Professor, Columbia Law School 
Allison Mileo Gorsuch, JD / PhD Yale, Assistant U.S. Attorney, Chicago 
Jelani Hayes, JD Yale / Ph.D Harvard, in progress 
Henry Ishitani, JD / Ph.D Yale, faculty fellow, University of Tulsa 
Avery Johnson, JD Michigan / Ph.D Yale, in progress 

https://www.waiversociety.org/


John Fabian Witt 
December 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
 
 
 

Kevin Keller, JD Harvard / Ph.D Yale, Ernest May Fellow, Harvard Kennedy School 
Jeremy Kessler, JD / Ph.D Yale, Stanley H. Fuld Professor of Law, Columbia Law School 
Gabriel Levine, JD Yale / Ph.D Princeton, law clerk on the New York Court of Appeals 
María Guadalupe Martínez Alles, JSD Yale, Assistant Professor, IE University, Madrid  
Kate Redburn, JD / Ph.D Yale, Associate Professor, Columbia Law School 
Noah Rosenblum, JD Yale / Ph.D Columbia, Associate Professor, NYU School of Law 
Laura Savarese, JD / Ph.D Yale, Assistant Professor, Michigan State University 
Sarah Seo, JD Columbia / Ph.D Princeton, Michael Sovern Professor of Law, Columbia University 
Will Smiley, JD Yale / D. Phil. Cambridge, Associate Professor, University of New Hampshire 
Eric Stephen, JD Yale / Ph.D Harvard, Assistant Professor, University of South Florida 
Alexander Zhang, JD / Ph.D Yale, Assistant Professor (designate), University of Texas School of Law 
 
 


