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James Forman, Jr.
Yale Law School
127 Wall Street, New Haven, CT 06510
james.forman@yale.edu e (203) 436-9297

Employment

YALE LAW SCHOOL, New Haven, CT 2011 - present
« J. Skelly Wright Professor of Law
« Faculty Director, Yale Law and Racial Justice Center
» Courses: Criminal Law
« Experiential Courses:
o Inside Out-Issues in Criminal Justice (seminar taught jointly to students at Yale Law
School and a Connecticut prison; classes meet weekly, inside the prison)
o Access to Law School (law student-led pipeline program for first generation and low-
income New Haven residents seeking to attend law school)

STANFORD LAW SCHOOL, Palo Alto, CA Spring 2017
« Visiting Professor of Law

COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL, New York, NY Fall 2015
« Samuel Rubin Visiting Professor of Law

OPEN SOCIETY FOUNDATION FELLOW 2013-2014
 Supported research and writing of Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America

NEW YORK UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW, New York, NY 2009 - 2010
« Visiting Professor of Clinical Law, Fall 2010; Scholar in Residence, 2009-2010

GEORGETOWN LAW, Washington, DC 2003 - 2011
« Professor of Law, 2007-2011; Associate Professor of Law, 2003-2007

MICHIGAN LAW SCHOOL, Ann Arbor, MI 2001-2003

« Visiting Professor of Law

THE NEW AMERICA FOUNDATION, Washington, DC 2001-2002

» Fellow

MAYA ANGELOU PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL, Washington, DC 1997-present

« Co-Founder of school for students who have not found success in traditional schools,
including court-involved youth

PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICE FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 1994-2000
« Lead counsel in over a dozen felony trials, including homicide, rape, and assault
o Training Director from 1999-2000

JUSTICE SANDRA DAY O°CONNOR, U.S. SUPREME COURT 1993-1994
o Law Clerk
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JUDGE WILLIAM NORRIS, 9™ CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS 1992-1993
o Law Clerk

Education
Yale Law School
1.D., 1992
Activities: Book Reviews Editor, Yale Law Journal
National Runner-Up, Frederick Douglass Moot Court Competition,
National Black Law Students’ Association

Brown University
A.B., Magna Cum Laude; Degree with Honors; 1988

Selected Publications

What Happened When America Emptied its Youth Prisons, N.Y. Times Magazine, Feb. 2, 2025

DISMANTLING MASS INCARCERATION: A HANDBOOK FOR CHANGE (2024, Farrar Straus & Giroux)
(co-edited with Premal Dharia and Maria Hawilo)

LOCKING UP OUR OWN: CRIME AND PUNISHMENT IN BLACK AMERICA (2017, Farrar Straus &
Giroux)

e Awarded the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for General Non-Fiction

e Named one of the 10 Best Books of the Year by the New York Times

A Prison Sentence Ends. But the Stigma Doesn’t. N.Y. Times, Sept. 15,2017

Racial Critiques of Mass Incarceration: Beyond the New Jim Crow, 87 N.Y.U. L. REV. 21 (2012)

A Circle of Trust: The Story of the See Forever School (co-authored with David Domenici), in
STARTING UP: NEW SCHOOLS IN NEW TIMES (Marv Hoffman & Lisa Arrastia, eds., 2012)

What It Takes to Transform a School Inside a Juvenile Facility: The Story of the Maya Angelou
Academy (co-authored with David Domenici), in JUSTICE FOR KIDS: KEEPING KIDS OUT OF THE
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM (Nancy Dowd, ed., 2011)

The Secret History of School Choice: How Progressives Got There First, 93 GEO. L.J. 1287 (2005)

Race and Class in the 21%" Century: From Martin Luther King, Jr. to Bill Cosby, 50
VILLANOVA L. REV. 213 (2005)

Juries and Race in the Nineteenth Century, 113 YALE L.J. 895 (2004)

Community Policing and Youth as Assets, 95 J. OF CRIM. L. & CRIMINOLOGY 1 (2004)

Honors, Awards, Organizations
Honorary Degrees: Macalester College, Niagara University

Member, American Academy of Arts and Sciences


https://www.nytimes.com/2025/01/28/magazine/juvenile-prison-crime-rates.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/09/15/opinion/a-jail-sentence-ends-but-the-stigma-doesnt.html
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4599&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4607&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4608&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4608&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4146&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4150&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4150&context=fss_papers
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=4606&context=fss_papers
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Member, American Philosophical Association

Member, American Law Institute

Trustee, Council on Criminal Justice

Board Member, See Forever Foundation and Maya Angelou Schools
Board Member, Sentencing Project

Board Member, SNCC Legacy Project

Board Member, The Inside-Out Center
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