The Liman/ACS Public Interest Workshop
Federalism and Social Movements: Public Interest Lawyering in Cities and States
Spring 2008 Syllabus
Professor Judith Resnik & Sarah Russell, Director, Liman Public Interest Program

Student TAs: Kathleen Claussen & Lina Tetelbaum
Thursdays 1:10-2:00pm

Room: 124

This Workshop will focus on how the political configuration of the United States affects public interest advocacy and theory.  The Workshop will probe the roles played by local, state, national and international actors and organizations in the development of policies both progressive and conservative.  We will explore questions of authority in a variety of arenas including immigration, education, discrimination, labor law, criminal justice, and the environment.  Each week, readings will be provided by the leaders of the session and give background for our discussion. 

Week 1: January 31

Divestiture of Assets, Barring (or Welcoming)





Immigrants: Darfur, Hazleton, New Haven, and 





Federalism 

Week 2: February 7

Local Communities and Immigration Raids and Detention 


 Conveners:
Marisol Orihuela, YLS ’08, Liman Fellow (2008-2009), ACLU of 





San Diego 

Michael Tan, YLS ’08, Liman Fellow (2008-2009), ACLU Immigrant 


Rights Project 

Mike Wishnie, Clinical Professor, Yale Law School

Week 3: February 14
Trafficking and Sanctuary: Local and National Policies

Conveners: 
Justin Cox, YLS ’08, Liman Fellow (2008-2009), CASA de Maryland Raquiba Huq, YLS ’07, Liman Fellow (2007-2008), Legal Services of New 
Jersey
Week 4: February 21
Local Advocates and Localities on the Defense: LGBT Litigation in Schools 

Convener: 
Michael Kavey, YLS ’04, Liman Fellow, Lambda Legal Defense Fund


Week 5: February 28
Educating or Punishing?  No Child Left Behind, No Child Let In 


Conveners: 
Jamie Dycus, YLS ’06, Liman Fellow, ACLU Racial Justice Program 
Sia Sanneh, YLS ’07, Liman Fellow, Legal Action Center, NY 
Week 6: March 6

Colloquium Week

Cooling the Atmosphere and Escaping the Flood: 


Protecting the Environment and the Rights of the 

Disabled 

Conveners: 
Stephanie Biedermann, YLS ’07, Liman Fellow, Disability Rights 




Advocates

Leah Fletcher, YLS ’05, Liman Fellow, Natural Resources Defense 
Council

Week 7: March 13

Local Justice and Injustice: New York’s Town and 




Village Courts

Convener: 
Dan Freeman, YLS ’07, Liman Fellow, NY Civil Liberties Union

Week 8: 


SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS
Week 9: March 27
State Courts: Different Constitutions, More or Fewer Rights?
Convener: 
Chief Justice Jean Hoefer Toal, South Carolina Supreme Court
Week 10: April 3
Crossing Borders with Translocal and Transnational  Movements


Convener: 
Elizabeth Brundige, YLS ’03, Schell Center for International Human Rights
Week 11: April 10      
Cooperative Federalism?  Wellbeing, Security & Poverty
Conveners: 
Joanne Goldblum, New Haven Diaper Bank 

Jessica Sager, YLS ’99, All Our Kin

Week 12: April 17 
Local to global / Global to local: Federalism(s) – A conduit or a barrier?

Week 13: April 24

A Focus Chosen After Group Discussion

Week 14: May 1

Federalisms’ Options (and lunch)
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