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By some measures, democracy is under threat worldwide. At the same
time, authoritarian leaders increasingly employ rhetoric and policies that
directly target lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersex (LGBTI)
persons—from an anti-LGBTI "moral panic” in Indonesia, to the creation of
“LGBT-free zones” in Poland, to a record-setting number of anti-LGBTI
bills in U.S. state legislatures. This talk will discuss the findings from a
new report by the Williams Institue at UCLA School of Law examining the
relationship between democratic backsliding and changes in attitudes
towards LGBTI people and their rights.
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